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~ Tohis GRACE ‘
7 0 H N
Duke of ARGYLL and

GreENWICH, &

-

My LoRrp,

S this is the only method by
A which men of genius and learn-
ing, tho fmall perhaps my claim to
cither, can thew their eleem for per-
fons of extraordinary merit, in a fupe-
- rior manner to the reft of mankind, I
could never embrace a more favourable
opportunity to exprefs my veneration fcr
your grace than before a tranflation of fo
antient and valuable an author as Hefiod.
Your high defcent, and the glory of
your illuftrious anceftors, are the weak-

+ eft foundations of your praife ; your own
' A3 exalted
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exalted worth attra@s the admiration,
and I may fay the love, of all virtuous
and diftinguithing fouls; and to that only
I dedicate the following work. The
many circumftances which contributed to
the raifing you to the dignitys which
you now enjoy, and which render };ou
deferving the greateft favours a prince |
can beftow, and, what is above all, which |
fix you ever dear in the affe@ion of your
country, will be no fmall part of the
Englifb hiftory, and fhall make the name |
of ArgyLL facred .to every generation;
nor is it the leaft part of your charafter,
that the nation entertains the higheft opi-
nion of your tafte and judgement in the
polite arts. ‘

You, my Lord, know how the works
of genius lift up the head of a nation
above her neighbours, and give it as |
much honour as fuccefs in arms; among

thefe
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thefe we muft reckon our tranflations of
the claffics; by which, when we have
naturalized all Greece and Rome, we fhall
be fo much richer than they were, by
fo many original productions as we fhall
have of our own. By tranflations, when
performed by able hands, our country-
men have an opportunity of difcovering
the beautys of the antients, without the
trouble and expence of learning their
languages; which are of no other ad-
vantage to us than for the authors who
have writ in them ; among which the
poets are in the firft rank of honaur,
whofe verfes are the delightful channels.
tbro which the beft precepts of morality
are ‘conveyed to the mind; they have
generally fomething in them fo much:
above the common fenfe of mankind,.
and that delivered with fuch dignity of
expreflion, and in fuch harmony of num-
A 4. bers, .
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bers, all which put together conftitute
the os divinum, that the reader is infpired
with fentiments of honour and virtue,
he thinks with abhorrence of all that is
bafe and trifling ; I may fay, while he is
reading, he.is exalted above himfelf.
You, my Lord, I fay, have a juft fenfe
- of the benefits arifing from works of ge-
nius, and will therefore pardon the zeal
with which I expreis myfelf concerning
them: and great is the blefling, that we
want not perfons who have hearts equal
to their power to cherith them : and here
I muft beg leave to pay a debt of gra-
titude to one, who, I dare fay, is as
highly thought of by all lovers of polite
learning as by myfelf, I mean zbe Ear/ of
PeMBROKE ; whofe notes I have ufed in
the words in which he gave them to me,
and diftinguithed them by a particular
mark from the reft. Much would I fay
in

[ -
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in commendation of that great man; but
I am checked by the fear of offending.
that virtue which every one admires. The
fame reafon makes me dwell lefs on the-
praife of your grace than my heart ir--
clines me to.

The many obhgatxons whxch I have.
received from a lady, of whofe virtues L
can never fay too much, make it a duty
in me to mention her in the moft grate-
fal manner; and particularly before a
tranflation, to the perfeting which I may
with propriety fay fhe greatly conduced:
by her kind folicitations in my behalf,.
and her earneft recommendation of me:
to feveral perfons of diftinCtion. I be-
lieve your Grace will not charge me with
vanity, if I confefs myfclf ambitious of
being in the leaft degree of favour with
fo excellent a lady as the Marcbzomﬁ of
ANNANDALE.

A I fhall
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I fhall conclude, without troubling
your Grace with any more circumftances
relating to myfelf, fincerely withing what
I offer was more worthy your patronage ;
and at the fame time I beg it may be
received as proceeding from a juft fenfe

of your eminence in all that is great and
laudable, Iam, ‘

My Lgkn,
with the moff profound refpeét,
your GRACE'’s
mof} obedient,

and moft bumble, fervant

T aunary. 1728,

Thomas Cooke.
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=
DISCOURSE

ON THE-
LIFE OfHEJ'IOD

H E lives of few perfons Seft. 1.

are confounded with fo = The iniroduc-

. . : . tion. .
many incertaintys, and fabulous " T .. -

relations, as thofe of Hefiod and' Homer:; for.

which reafon, what may poffibly be true is
fometimes as much difputed as the romantic
part of their ftorys. = The firft has been more-
fortunate than . the other, in furnifhing us,:
from his writings, with fome circumftances of

himfelf and family, as the condition of hisi'

father, the place of his birth, and the extent
of his travels; and he has put it out of dif-
pute, tho he has not fixed the period, that he

was one of the earlyeft writers of whom we~

have any account,
He

P
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. He tells us, in the. fecond:
Of bisown,  book of his Works and Days, that:
and father's, ,
country, from his father was an inhabitant of
bis aritings.  €uma in one of the Lolian ifles 3
from whehce he removed to Afra, a village
in Beotia, at the foot of mouns Helicon ; which
was doubtlefs the place of our poet’s birth, tho
Swidas, Likus Gyraldus, Fabricvus, and others,
fay he was of Cuma. Hefiod himfelf feems, and
not undefignedly, to have prevented any mif-
take about his country ; he tells us pofitively,
in the fame book, he never was but once at
fea, and that in a voyage from /s, a fea-
port in Baatia, to the ifland Evbee. This, con-
neéted with the former paflage of his father
failing from Cama to Beotia, will leave us in

no doubt concerning his country.

) Of what quality his father was
% ;5:0;";‘ we are not very certain ; that he
awritings. was drove frem Cuma to Afra,
by misfortunes, we have the teftimony of He-
Jied.  Some tell wa he fled to avoid paying a
fine 3 but what reafon they have to imagine
that I know not. It is remarkable that our

poct,

fr
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poet, in the firft book of his #orks and Days,
calls his brother duv er; we are told indeed
that the name of his father was Dios, of which
we are not affured from any of his writings
now extant 3 but if it was, I rather believe,
had he defigned to call his brother of the race
of Dios, he would have ufed Awyoms or Ass 4
w; he muft therefore by Jwe gmos intend to
call him of race divine. Le Clerc obferves, on
this paflage, that the old poets were always
proud of the epithet divime, and brings an
inftance from HMomer, who filed.the fwine-
herd of Ulyffes fo 5 in the fame remark he fays,
he thinks Hefied debafes the word in his appli-
cation of it, having fpoke of the neceffitous
circumftances of his father in the following
book. I have no doubt but Le Clre is right
in the meaning of the word Jw, but at the
fame time I think his obfervation on it tri-
fling ; becaufe, if his father was reduced to
poverty, we are not to infer from thence he
was never rich, or, if he was always poor, that
is no argument againft his being of a good fa-

mily ;
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mily ; nor is the word divine in the leaft de-
bafed by being an epithet to the fwineherd,
but a proof of the dignity of that office in
thofe times. We are fupported in this read-
ing by Tzetzes: and Valla, and Frifius, have
took the word in the fame fenfe, in their Latin
tranflations of the /#orks and Days : A
—— Frater ades (Tays Valla) generofo e fanguine

[Perfe.
And Frifius calls him, Perfe divine.

.. The genealogy likewife which
;Jl:f!:;";’” 3+ the author of the contention be-
guality from  twixt Homer and Hefiod gives us
Feion. ~ very much countenances this in-
terpretation : we are told in that work, that
Linus was the fon of Apollo and of Thoofe the
éaughter of Neptune 3 king Pierus was the fon
of Linus, Oeagrus of Pierus and the nymph
Metbone, and Orpbeus of Oeagrus and the Mufe
Calliope; Orpheus was the father of Orbrys,
Otbrys of Harmenides, and Harmonides of Phi-
loterpus; from him {prung. Eupbemus, the
father of Epipbrades, who begot Menalops, the

i father
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father of Dios 3 Hefiod and Perfes were the fons
of Dios by Pucamede, the daughter of Apollo;
Perfes was the father of Meon, whofe daugh-
ter, Crytbeis, bore Homer to the river Meles.
Homer is here made the great grandfon of
Perfes the brother of Hefid. 1 do not give
this account with a view it fhould be much de-
pended on; for it is plain, from the poetical
etymologys of the names, it is a fictitious ge-
neration; yet two ufeful inferences may be
made from it; firft, it is natural to fuppofe,
the author of this gencalogy would not have
forged fuch an honourable defcent unlefs it
was generally believed he was of a great fa-
mily ; nor would he have placed him fo long
before Homer, had it not been the prevailing
opinion he was firft.
Mr. Kennet quotes the Danifh

aftronomer, Longomontanus, who Of /,v_i:tagt, ,
undertook to fettle the age of He- ﬁﬁ:‘mﬁ’;’gz’; "
Jfiod from fome lines in his #orks the Arunde-
and Days ; and he made it agree lian mardle.
with the Arundelian ma,rblc, which makes him
about thirty years before Homer., =

Herodatus
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6. Herodotus affures us that Hefiod,

From Hero-
dotus, whom he places firft in his ac-
count, and Homer, lived four hundred years,
and no more, before himfelf ; this muft carry
no {fmall weight with it, when we confider it
as delivered down to us by the oldeft Greek hif-
torian we have.

. The pious exclamation againft
From his . the vices of his own times, in the
worstings. beginning of the iron age, and
the manner in which the defcription of that
age is wrote, moft of the verbs being in the
future tenfe, give us room to imagine he lived
when the world had but juft departed from
their primitive virtue, juft as the race of heros
was at an end, and men were funk into all
that is bafe and wicked.

. Fuftus Lipfius, in his notes to

Tke opiniansof the firft book of Velleiwus Pater-
iﬁ“ﬁﬁf{“‘" culus, fays, there is more fimplicity,
phas Neoco-  g4d g ereater air of antiquity, in the -
T Nl eorks of Hefiod than of Homer,
Jrom which he would infer he is the older

writer :
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writer : and Fabricius-gives us thefe words of
Ludolpbus Neocorns, who writ a critical hiftory
of Hemer 5 if o judgement of the two poets is to
be made from tbeir works, Homer bas the advan-
tage, in the greater fimplicity, and air of amii-
quity, in bis file. Hefiod is more finifbed and.ele-
gant. One of thefe is a flagrant inftance of
the random- judgement which the critics, and
commentators, often pafs on authors, and how
lictle dependance is to be layed on fome of
them. In fhort they are both in an errors
for had they confidered thro how many hands
the [Zad -andOdyffes -have- been, - fince they
came from the firft author, they would not
have pretended to determine the queftion, who
was firft, by their ftile.

Dr. Samuel Clarke (who was in- :
deed a perfon of much more ex- Dr, Chrke'-
tenfive learning and nicer -dif ;I”:wf;.ff::
cernment than either Neocorus or  wions confider=
Lipfius) has founded an argument -
for the antiquity of Homer on a quantity of

the word xares: in his note on the 43d verfe
of
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of the 2d book of the Jliad he obferves that
Hymer has ufed the,word xanros in the Jliad and
Odyffey above two hundred and feventy times,
and has in every place. made the firft fyllable
long ; whereas Hefiod frequently makesit long,
and often fhort: and Zheocritus ufes it both
long and fhort in the fame verfe : from which
our learned critic infers that Heffod could not
" be cotemporary with Homer (unlefs, fays he,
they fpoke different languages in different parts
of the country) but much later ; becaufe he
takes it for granted that the liberty of making
the firft fyllable pof xanss fhort.was Jang:after
Homer 3 who ufes the word above two hun.
dred and feventy times, and never has the firft
fyllable fhort. ‘This is a curious piece of cri-
ticifm, but produtive of no' certainty of the
age of Homer or Hefied. The Imnic poets,
Dr. Clarke obferves, had one fixed rule of mak-
ing the firft fyllable in xanes long: the Aic
poets Sopbacles, Euripides, and Arifiopbanes, in
innumerable places, he fays, make it fhort;
the Doric poets do the fame: all therefore that

can
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can be infered from this is, that Homer always
ufed it in the Jomic manner, and Heflod often in
the Iomic, and often in the Doric. ‘This argu-
ment of Dr. Clarke’s,founded on a fingle quan-
tity of a word, is entirely deftru&tive of
Sir Hfaac Newton’s fyftem of chronology ; who:
fixes the time of Troy being taken but thirty-
four years before Hefiod flourithed. Troy, he
fays *, was taken nine hundred and four years
before Chrift, and Hefiod, he fays, flourithed
eight hundred and feventy. This thews Sir Jfaac
Newtor’s opinion of the age of Hefed in re-
gard to his vicinity to Homer : his bringing the
chronology of both fo low as he does is to fup-
port his favourite fcheme of reducing all to
~ Scripture chronology. ’
After all, it is univerfally a-

greed he was before, or at leaft A,b,:‘;;,,d
cotemporary with, Homer; but Jears & before

I think we have more reafon to

believe him the older ; and Mr. Pope, after

* In bis Chronology of ancient kingdoms amended. -

all
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all the authoritys he could find in behalf of

Hoymer, fixes his decifion on the Arundelign mar-

ble. To enter into all:the difputes: which
have been on this head would be endlefs, .and
unneceflary ;. but we may venture to place him
a thoufand years before Chrif, without exceed-
ipg an hundred, perhaps, on etther fide,

—_ Having thus far agreed to. his
;ﬁit“’;”z‘“ parents, his country, and the
4fe from bis time in which he rofe, our next
writings. bufynefs is to. trace him in fuch
of his a&ions as are difcoverable ; and here
we have nothing certain but what occurs to us
in his works, ‘That he tended his own flocks
on mount Helicon, and there firft received his
notions of poetry, is very probable from the
beginning of his F&esgony ; but what he there
fays of the Mufes appearing to him, and giv-
ing him.a fcepter of laurel, I pafs ever asa

poetical flight. It likewife appears, from

the firft book of his #orks and Days, that his
father left fome effects, when he dyed, on the

divifion of which his brother Perfes defrauded
him,
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him, by bribing the judges. He- was fo far
from being provoked to any act of refentment
by this injuftice, that he exprefled a concern
for thofe poor miftaken mortals, who placed
their happynefs in riches only, even at the ex-
pence of their virtue. He lets us know, in
the fame poem, that he was not only above
want, but capable of aflifting his brother. in
time of need ; which he often did after theill
ufage he had met with from him. The laft

 paffage, relating to himfelf, is his conqueft in

a poetical contention. Ampbidamas, king of
Eubea, had inftituted funeral games in honour
of his own memory, which his fons afterwards
faw performed : Hgffod here was. competitor
for the prize in poetry, “a tripod, which he
won, and, as he tells us himfelf, confecrated
to the Mufes. _

Plutarch, in his Banguet of the e,
Jeven wife men, makes Periander From Plu-
give an account of -the poetical tarch, &.
contention at Chakss; in which Hefed and
Homer are made antagonifts ; the firft was con-

queror,
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queror, who received a tripod for his victory,
which he dedicated to the mufes, with this in-
fcription ;

Hound'ss Mscas; Exsxemias tovd” arelnnsr,

Ypre viknsas e xarnsds Sew Opupor.

Tbis Hefiod vows o tb* Heliconian Nine,
- In Chalcis won from Homer the divine.

This ftory, as related by Plutarch, was doubt-
lefs occafioned by what Hefiod fays of himfelf,
in the fecond book of his #orks and Days;
which paffage might poﬁib]y give birth to that
famous treatife, Ager Ounes xas Howds, men-
tioned in the fourth feCtion of this difcourfe.
Barnes, in his Preloguium to the fame treatife,
quotes three verfes, two from Eufathius, and
the third added by Lilius Gyraldus, in his life
of our poet, which inform us, that Hefiod and
Homer fung in Delos to the honour of Apoll.

Ev AnAp ToTe wewTor ey@ Xas Ounpos, aoid'ss,
Menrouss, e veagas upwvois paslarres aodm,
oifor AmoAADYL Xpugetopa of Teks AnTw.

Homer,
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Homer, and I, in Delos fung our luys,

There firft we fung, and to Apollo’s praifes -
New was the verfe in which we then begun

In bonour to the god, Latona’s fon.

but thefe, together with the contention bea
twixt thefe two great poets, are regarded as
no other than fables: and Barnes, who had
certainly read as much on this head -as any
man, and who feems, by fome expreffions,
willing to believe it if he could, is forced fo
decline the difpute, and leave it in the fame
incertainty in which he found it. The ftory
of the two poets meeting in Delos is a mani-.
feft forgery 3 becaufe, as I obferved before,
Hefiod pofitively fays he never took any voyage
but that to Chalcis 3 and thefe verfes make his
meeting in Delos, which is contrary to his
own affertion, precede his contention at Chalcs.
Thus have I collected, and compared toge-
ther, all that is material of his life ; in the’
latter part of which, we are told, he re-
moved to Lacris, a town near the fame dif

a tance
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tance from mount Parnaffus as Afera from He-
licon. Lilius Gyraldus, and others, -tell us he
left a fon, and a daughter ; and that his fon
was Stefichorus the poet ; but this wants bet-
ter confirmation than we have of it. It is
agreed by all that he lived to a very advanced

age.

The ftory of his death, as
His doosp.  told by Solom, in Plutarch’s Ban-
quet of the feven wife men, is very
remarkable. The man, with whom Hefied
lived at Locris, ravifhed a maid in the fame
houfe. Hefiod, tho entirely ignorant of the
fa&k, was malicioufly accufed, as an accom-
plice, to her brothers, who barbaroufly,mur-
dered him with his companion, whofe name
was Troilus, and throwed their bodys into
the fea. The body of Troilus was caft on a
rock, which retains the name of Troilus from
that accident. The body of Hefiod was re-
ceived by a fhoal of dolphins as foon as it
was hurled into the water, and carryed to
the city Molicria, near the promontory Rbion
near
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near which place the Locrians then held a fo-
lemn feaft, the fame which is at this time
clebrated with fo much pomp. When they
faw a floating carcafs they ran with aftonifh-
ment to the fhore, and finding it to be the
body of Hefiod, newly flain, they refolved,
as they thought themfelves obliged, to detet
the murderers of a perfon they fo much
efteemed and honoured. When they had
found out the wretches who commited the
murder, they plunged them alive into the
fea, and afterwards deftroyed their houfes.
The remains of Hefiod were depofited in Ne-
mea; and his tomb is unknown to moft
firangers; the reafon of it being concealed
was becaufe of the Orchomenians, who had a
defign, founded on the advice of an oracle,
to fteal his remains from thence, and to bury
them in their own country. This account of
the oracle, here mentioned by Plutarch, is re-
hated by Paufanias, in his Beotics. He tells
us the Orcbomenians were advifed by the ora-
cle to bring the bones of Hefiod into their

a2 country,
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country, - as the only means to drive away a
peftilence which raged among them. They
obeyed the oracle, found the bones, and
brought them home. Paufanias fays they erect-
ed a tomb over him, with an infcription to
this purpofe on it ;

Hefiod, tby birth is barren Afcra’s boaft,

Thy dead remains now grace the Minyan coaff 5
Thy bonours to meridian glory rife, :
Grateful thy name to all the good and wife.

. We have the knowledge of
Monuments,  fome few monuments which were
&c. of him. . . .

* . raifed in honour to this great
and antient poet: Paufanias, in his Beotics,
informs us, that his countrymen the Bzotians
crefted to his memory an image with a harp
in his hand : the fame author tells us, in an-
other place, there was likewife a ftatue of He-
Jiod in the temple of Fupiter Obympicus. Ful-
vius Urfinus, and Boiflard, in his antiquitys,
have exhibited a breaft with a head, a trunc
without a head, and a gem, of him: and

' ' Uzfinus

-~
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Usfinus fays there is a ftatue of him, of brafs,
in the public college at Conflantingple : the
only original monument of him befides, now
remaining, or at leaft known, is a marble
bufto in the Pembroke colleGtion at Wilton :
® whbat Fulvius Urfinus bas publifbed refembles
that, but is only a balfo relievo. From the man-
ner of the bead being cracked off from the lower
part, which bas fome of the bair bebind, it ap-
pears that both the parts are of the fame work
and date |

" For his charaler we need go .
no farther than his #urks and His C/a{:m-
Days : with what a dutyful af- e
- fe&tion he fpeaks of his father, when he pro-
pofes him as a pattern to his brother I His
behaviour, after the unjuft treatment from
Perfes and the judges, proves him both a phi.
lofopher and a good man. His moral pre-
cepts, in the firft book, feem to be as much
the ditates of his heart as the fruits of his ge-
nius ; there we behold a man of ‘the chafteft
manners, and the beft difpofition.

a3 He
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‘He was undoubtedly a great Jover of re-
tirement and contemplation, and feems to
have had no ambition but that of ating
well. I fhall conclude my chara&ter of him
with that part of it which Paterculus fo juftly
thought his due : perelegantis ingenii, et mol-
liffrmd  dulcedine. carminum memorabilis 3  otti
quietifque cupidiffimus : of a truely elegant ge-
nius, and memorable for bis moff eafy fweet-
nefs of werfe; moft fond of leifure and quie
tude.

ADIS



A

DISCOURSE

ON THE

WriTiNGgs of HESIOD.

F all the authors who o -

" have given any account ke introduc.
of the writings of our poet I tom.
find none fo perfett as the learned Fadri-
cius, in his Bibliotbeca Greca 3 he there feems.
to have left unread no work that might in
the leaft contribute to the compleating his-
defign : him I fhall follow in the fucceeding
difcourfe, fo far as relates to the titles of the.
poems, and the authoritys for them.

I thall begin with the Tbesgony ..
or Generation of the gods, which Fg- Tt Theogony.
bricius puts out of difpute to be of Hefiod:
a4 nor
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nor is it doubted, fays he, that Pytbagoras took
it for his, who feigned he faw the foul of
our poet in hell chained to a brafen pillar ; a
punifhment inflited on him for the ftorys
which he invented of the gods. This doubt-
lefs is the poem that gave Herodotus occafion’
to fay that Hefied, with Homer, was the firft
who introduced a Theagony among the Greecians 3
the firfp who gave names to the gods, afiribed to
shers konours gnd arts, giving particular defcrip-
sions of their perfons. ‘The firft hundred and
fifteen lines of this poem have been difputed ;
but I am_inclined to bellcve them genumc,
becaufe Paufqma.s takes notice of the fceptre of
laurcl whxch the Poet fays, in thofe verfes, was

a prcfcnt to him from the' Mufes : and Ouid,
in the beginning of his 4 of love, alludes to
that paffage of the Mufes appearing to him ;
and Heflod himfelf, in the fecond book of his
Works and Days, has an allufion to thefe verfes.
N The Works and Days is the
The Works  firft poem of its kind, if we may
¢ Days- ely on the teftimony of Plinys
it being very incertain, fays Fabricius, whe-
ther
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ther the poems:attributed :to Orpbeus were -
older than Hefod ;-among -which the critics
and commentators mention- one of the fame -
title with this of our-poet. Paufanias, in his
Beotics, tells us he faw a copy of this wrote -
in plates of lead, but without the firft ter -
verfes with which it. now - begins. The only-
difpute about this piece has been concerning -
the title, and the divifion into books. Some -
make it two poems;- the firft they call Eppe-
Waorks, and the fecond Huspar Days : -others call *
the firft Epya xes Hucpar WWorks and Days, and -
the fecond Husps only, which part confifts of -
but fixty-four lines: where I mention: the -
number of verfes, in this difcourfe, I fpeak.
of them as they ftand in the original. We-
find, in fome editions, the divifion beginning -
at the end of the moral and religious pre-
cepts 3 but Grevius denys fuch diftintions- ,
being in any of the old manufcripts. Whe--
ther thefe divifions were in the firft copys:
fignifys little ; for as we find-them, in feveral
late editions, they-are very natural, and con-
tribute fomething to the eafe of the reader,’
as with- -
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without the leaft detriment to the original
text. Iam ready to imagine we have not
this work delivered down to us fo perfect as
‘it came from the hands of the poet ; which I
fhall endeavour to fhew in the next fection.
This poem, as Plutarch; in his Sympoﬁac.c, af~
fures us, was fung to the harp.

i The Theogony, and Works and
q;,,'rﬁ;ogo, Days, are the only undoubted

%},,ﬁ:i” ,  pieces of our poet now extant 3

Days, theonly the aowis Heaxaess, the Shield of
undoubted . . .

poems of He-  Hercules, is always printed with
f:‘;t mw e~ thofe two, but has not one con-
' vincing argument in its fa-
vour, by which we may pofitively declare it
‘a genuine work of Hefied. We have great
reafon to believe thofe two poems only were
remaining in the reign of Augufus : Manilius,
. who was an author of the Auguffan age, in the
fecond book of his aftronomy, takes notice,
in his commendation of our poet and his
writings, of no other than the Tbesgony, and
Works and Days. The verfes of Manilius are

thefe.
Hefiodus
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- Hefiodus memorat divos, div’umque parentes, .
Et chaos enixum terras, orbemque fub illo
Infantem, * primum, titubantia fidera, corpus;.,
Gitanafque fenes, Jovis et cunabula magni,

Et fub fratre viri nomen, fine fratre parentis,.
Aique iterim patrio nafcentem corpore Bacchum,
Omniaqué immenfo volitantia numina mundo : .
Quinetiam ruris cultus, -t lege/que rogavit,
Militiamque Soli, quos colles Bacchus amarets;,

* Dr. Bentley, whofe Manilius was publifhed-ten years-:
aftér the firft edition of this difcourfe, gives primos titu-
bantia fidera partus : the old copys, he fays, have pri-
mos; and partus is fupplyed by his own judgement: but -
primos partus for titubantia fidera is not confiftent with -
the genealogy of thefe natural bodys in the Theggany of:-
Hefuod: an exat genealogical tablé to which I have given .
at the end of my potes to that poem. I mauft, with
great difference to the fuperior knowledge of that learn« .
ed critic, prefer the common reading primum corpus : -
Dr. Bentley's chief objetion to this reading -is founded.:
on making primum to be underftood firf in point of.
time ; therefore, fays he, gquomodo wero fidera primum - .
erant corpus, cum ante illa extiterint Cnaos, Terr &,
Ors1s? Very true; but primum muft be taken as I have
ufed it in my explanation of it.

t For legefgue rogawit Dr. Bentley gives legefque no-
vandi, on 5»: authority of no copy, but from a diflike
to the expreffion of. rogawit cultus and rogawit militiam ;
but, as the old reading rogavit is agreeable to my cons
ftration of it, I am for keeping it in.

a6 Qios
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Quos fecunda Ceres campos, quod || Bacchus utyum-

S [ques
Arque arbufta vagis effent quod aduitera pomis,
Sylvarumque deos, facrataque wuminag Nymphbas 3
Pacis apus, magnos nature condit in ufus.

Thus tranflated by Mr. Creech.

e Hefiod fings the god’s immortal race,
He fings how chaos bore the earthy mafs,
How light from darknefs ftruck did beams
. [difplay,
And infant-ftars firft flagger’d in their way,
How name of brother veil’d an hufband’s love,
And Funo bore unaided by her Fove, \
How twice-born Bacchus burs’d the thund’rer’s
’ ‘ [thigh,
And all the gods that wander thro the fky:
Hence he to fields defcends, manures the foil,
Inftrults the plowman, and rewards his toil ;
He fings how corn in plains, how vine in hills,
Delight, how both with vaft encreafe the olive
[6lls,

§ For Bacchus utrumque Dr. Bentley gives PaLrLas
utrumgque ; and in that fenfe Mr. Creech has tranflated it ;
which would be the more eligible reading, if Heffod had
treated of Olives, Bacchus utrumque is a foolifh repeti-
tion, as Dr. Bentley obferves.

How
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How foreign grafts th* adulterous ftock re-.
“ [ceives,:
Bears ftranger fruit,r and wonders at her
[lcavcs 5
An ufeful work when peace and plenty reign,

And art joins nature to improve the plain.

The .obfervation which Mr. Kenner makes
on thefe lines is, that shofe fine things which the
Latin poes recounts about the birth of the gods,
and the making the world, are mot [o nearly allyed
to any paffages in the prefent Theogony as to
jufify the allufion. An author, who was giv-
ing an account of an antient poet, ought to
have been more careful than this biographer
was in his judgement of thefe verfes ; becaufe
fuch as read him, and are at the fame time
unlearned in the language of the poet, are to
form their notions from his fentiments, Mr. Ken-
net is fo very wrong in his remark here, that
in all the feven lines, which contain the en-
comium on the Theogony, 1 cannot fee one ex-
preffion that has not an allufion, and a ftrong
one, to fome particular paffage in that poem.
I am afraid this gentleman’s modefty made

him
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him diftruft himfelf, and too fervilely follow

this tranflation, which he quotes in his life of
Hefiod, where he feems to lay great ftrefs on
the judgement of the tranflator. Mr. Creech
~has in thefe few lines fo unhappyly miftook
his author, that in fome places he adds what
the poet never thought of, leaves whole

verfes untranflated, and in other places gives

_ a fenfe quite different to what the poet defign-

ed. I fhall now proceed to point out thofe

paflages to which Manilius particularly alludes:
his firft line relates to the poem in general,

the generation of the gods ; tho we muft take .

notice that he had that part of Heffod’s fyftem
in view where he makes matter precede all
things, and even the gods themfelves; for
by div’um parentes the Latin poet means Chaos,
Heaven, Earth, &c. which the Greek poet makes
the parents of the gods. Heffod tells us, verfe
the hundred and fixteenth, Cbass brought
forth the earth her firft offspring ; to which
the fecond line here quoted has a plain refe-
. rences and orbemque fub illo infantem, which
Mr. Creech has omited, may either mean the

| world

1

|
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world in general, or, by fub illo being an-
nexed, hell, which, according to our' poet,
was made a fubterranean world.  Primum, 1i-
tubansia fidera, corpus, which is here rendered,
and infant-fiars fift fagger’d in their way, are
the fun.and moon ; our poet calls them
Hoiuw 7¢ peyas, Aaumpay T¢ acamw, the great fun,
and the bright moom ;5 the Roman calls them
the wandering planets, the chief bodys in the.
firmamept, not the firft works of heaven,
as is interpreted in the Daupbine’s edition of
Manslius : the fourth verfe, which refers to
the birth of Fove, and the wars of the giants
and the gods, one of the greateft fubjedts of
the Theogony, the Englifb tranflator has left un-
touched. I am not ignorant of a various
reading of this paflage ; viz.

Titanafque juviffe fenis cunabula magni,

which has a ftronger allufion to the battel of
the gods than the other reading, fenis cunabula
magni meaning the fecond childhood, or old
age, of Saturn. The next verfe, which is beau-
tyfully exprefled in thefe two lines,

How
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How nawe of brosher veild an bufband’s love,
And Jono bore unaided by ber Jove,
plainly dire&s to Fupiter taking his fifter Faums
to wife, and Fano bearing Pukan, s oirornre pu-
geca, by which Heflod means without the mu-
tual joys of love. The fucceeding line has a
reference to the birth of Bacchus, and the fe-
venth to the whole poem ; fo that he may be
fayed to begin and end his panegyric on the
Theogony with a general allufion to the whole.
The Latin poet, in his fix verfes on the orks
and Days, begins, as on the Theogony, with a
general obfervation on the whole poem : He-
fiod, fays he, enquired into the tillage and
management of the country, and into.the
laws, or rules, of agriculture; I do not que-
~ ftion but Manlius, in legefque rogavit, had his
eye on thefe words of our poet Ovr@ 7a e
Juw wereTas vouos, this is the law of the fields,
‘What the Roman there fays of Bacchus loving
“hills, and of grafting, has no allufion to any
part of the prefent #orks and Days 5 but we
are not to infer from thence that this is not
the
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the poem alluded to, but that thofe paflages
are lofs’d ; of whichI have not the leaft doﬁbt,
when I confider of fome parts of . the Works
and Dagys, which are not fo well ggnnq&gd as
I with they were. I think it is indifputable
that Heflod writ more of the vintage than we
have now extant, and that he likewife layed
down rules for the care of trees: this will ap-
pear more clearly, if we obferve in what man-
ner Virgil introduces this line, -

“Aferewvmque cano, Romana per oppida, carmen.

This is in the fecond book of the Georgw, thc
chief fubjeéts of which bqqk are the diffe-
rent methads of Brgglqcxns trees, of tianf
planting, grafting, of -the various kinds of
trees, the proper foil for each kind, and of
the care of vines, and olives ; and he ‘hasin
that book the very expreffion Manilius applys
to Hefiod. Bacchus amat colles, fays Wirgils
rogavit quos colles Baccbus amaret, fays the other

of our poet, be mgwred after what bills Bacchus
loved,

I thoyld
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I thould not have ufed Mr. Creech, and
Mr. Kennet, with fo much freedom as I have,
had not the tranflation of one, and the re-
mark of the other, fo nearly concerned our

poet 5 but I hope the clearing a difficult and
remarkable paffage in a claffic will, in fome
meafure, attone for the libertys I have took

thh thofe gentlemen.

We "have now, afcribed te

The Shicldof  He ¢fiod, a poem under the title of
Hercales. * i Hpaxnus, the Shield of Her-
cules ; which Arifiopbanes the Grammarian fup-
pofes to be fpurious, ‘and that it is an- imita-.
tion of the Shield of Aibilles in Homer. Li-
us Gyraldus, and Fabricius, bring all the te-.
‘fimonys they can for it being writ by Hefiod ;
but none of them amount to a proof.  Fabri-
cius gives us the opinion of Tanaquil Faber, in
thefe words ; T am much furprifed that this fhould

- formerly bave been, and is now, a mawer of dif-
- puse s thofe who fuppofe the Shield not to be of
-Hefiod have a very flender knowledge of the Greek

- poetry. 'This is only the judgement of ene
man againft a number, and that founded on
no
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no authority. I know not what could in-
duce Tanmaquil Faber fo confidently to affert
this, which looks, if I may ufe the expref-
fion, like a fort of bullying a perfon into his
opinion, by forcing him into the dreadful
apprehenfion of being thought no judge of
Greek poetry if he will not come in: I fay,
1 know not what could ‘induce him to affert
this, for there is no manner of fimilitude to
the other works of our poet : and here I muft
call in queftion the judgement of Ariffopbanes,
and of fuch as have followed him, for fup-
pofing it to be'an imitation of the Shield of
Akilles, - ‘The whole poem' confifts of four
hundred and fourfcore verfes’; of which the
defcription of the fhield is but one hundred
and fourfcore 5 in this defcription are fome
fimilar pafiages to that of Abilles, but not
fufficient to juftify that opinion : there are
likewife a few lines the fame in both s ‘but
- after a ftri@ examination they may poffibly
appear as much to the difadvantage of Homer
as to the author of this poem. -The other

: - parts
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parts have no affinity to any book in the
two poems of Homer. The poet begins with
a beaytyful defcription of the perfon of -
mena, her love to Amphitryon, and her amour
with :7upzter from thence he proceeds to the
charatters of Hercules, and Ipbiclus, and goes
on regularly to the death of Cygmus, which
concludes the poem, with many other par-
txculars, which, as I fayed before, have no
relation to any part of Homer. Among the
writings of our post which are lofs’d we have
the titles Of Tyrauman, OF Hpwidwr, Kavarsyos, and
'Qf‘fywn_? Kavqrayos,  OF Howr Migyaras : both
thefe titles-are. likely, to belong but to one
peem, 2 and to that which Suidas mcnu,.:;s, 3
Catalogue of beroic women, in five books: that
he compofed fuch a work is probable from
the two laft verfes of the Theogony, -and it be-
ing often mentioned by antient writers: we
‘have.arf account. of another poem under the
title of Hewyome, the Generation of beros: the
favourers of the Skield of Hercules would have
that poem recejved as a fragment of one of

. 1 thcfe 5,
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thefe ; and all that Ze Clerc fays in defence of
it is, fisce Hercules was the moft famous of
beros, it is not abfurd to imagine the Shield o
be a part of the Hpwyona, tho it is banded down
10 us as a diftinit work, and yet is but a frag-
mnt of it. Thus we fee all their argu-
ments, both for it being genuine, and a
fragment of another poem,> are but conjec-
tures. I think they ought not to fufpe it
a part of another work, unlefs they could
tell when, where, or by whom, the title
was changed. It is certainly a very antient
piece, and well worth the notice of men of
genius,

Befides the pieces juft men- '

tioned, we find the following ca- 5::"% {ujirb
talogue in Fabricius attributed to -
Hefiad, but now lof’d.
" Tagawets OF Trobnnas yepavos : this was con-
cerning the education of Abilles under Chi-
rom 3 which Arifiopbanes, in one of his come-
dys, banters as the work of Hefiod,

Mera-
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Mtraurodia OF a5 70 Marzey Meraumoda : a
poem on divination : the title is fuppofed to
be took from Melampus an antient phyfi-
cian, fayed to be fkilled in divination by
birds, Part of this work is commended by
Aheneus, book 13.

Asporousa psyarn OF Aspien BiCros: a treatife of
afiromomy.  Pliny fays, according to Hefiod, in
whofe name we bave a book of afirology extant,
the early feting of 1be Pleiades is about the end
of the autumn equinox. Notwithftanding this
quotation, Fabricius tells us, that Atheneus, and
Pliny, in fome other place, have given us
reafon to believe they thought the poem of
aftronomy fuppofititious. '

Emindens e Barpayw: this is mentioned by
Suidas, with the addition of 7we gpousror avrs, @
funeral fong on Batrachus, whom be lpved.

Tiegr Idasr Aaxrvrer: this was of the Idei
Dastyliy, who, fays Plny, in his feventh book,
are recorded, by Hefiod, as difcoverers of irom
in Crete : this is likewife in the catalogue of
Suidas.

Extic-
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Exilarapios Tiensws xar Gsmidos: an epithala-
mium on the marriage of Peleus and Thetis 5
two verfes of which are in the Prolegomma of
loac Tzetzes to Ly:opbrtm .

Tns wegiodos : this book. of geography ls men-
tioned by Szrado.

Aryyuses: a poem on one Zgimius 3 this,
Aiheneus tells us, was writ by Hefiod, or Cer-
cps 5 a wretch whofe name is now remem-
bered only for being to Hyfod what Zoilus was
to Homer. o ‘ _

Onasas ess Tor udwy xerralaais : the defeent of The-
feus into bell: this is attributed to Hefiod by
Paufanias, in his Beotics. )

Emn parrua xas sEnynaes exs 'rep;mv: on prophe-
05 or divination, with an expofiion of prodigys
or portents : this is likewife mentioned by
Payfanias, ‘

Ocut Aoyos: divine [peeches 3 which Maxi-
mus Tyrius takes notice of in his ﬁxteenth dif
fertation, :

Meyara epya : great, or remarkable, aions :
we find the title of this work in the eighth
book of Arbenceus, '

Knuxog
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Ko yagis ¢ the martidge of CeyX 3 we have

ai account of this poem both by Arbeneas, |
and Plutarch in his Sympofiacs.

Of all thefe labours of this great poet wé
fee nothing but the titles remaining, excepting
fome fragments preferved by Paafanias, Plu-
tarch, - Pohbius, &c. We are told that our
poet compofed fome other works, of which
we have not even the titles. We are affared,
from diverfe paffagesin Pliny, that he wrote
of the virtues of herbs; but here Fabricius
judicioufly obferves, that he might, in other
poems, occafionally treat of various herbs ;
as in the beginning of his Works and Days
he fpeaks of the wholefomenefs of mallows,
and the daffadil, -Or aphodelos. Quintilian, in
his fifth book, denys the fablés of .ZEfp to
have been written originally by him, but fays
the firflt author of them was Hefiod ; and Plu-
tarch informs us that &fpp was his difciple :
but this opinion, tho countenanccd by fome,

is cxplodcd by others.

‘When
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~ When we reflect on the number of titles,
the poems to which are irreparably lof’d, we
fhould confider them as fo many monuments
Yo raife our concern for the lofs of fo much
treafure never to be retrieved.- Let us.turn
our thoughts from that melancholly theme,'
and view the poet in his llvmg wrmngs ] ~ let
us rcad ‘him ourfelves, and incite our coun-
trymen to a tafte of ‘the politenefs of Greece,
Scaliger, ine an epiftle to Salmaefius, divides the
ftate of poetry in Greece into four periods of
time : in the firft arofe Homer and Hefied 5 on
which he has the juft obfervation that con-
cludes my difcourfe : #bis, fays he, you may not
improperly call the [pring of poefy, but it is rather
the bloom than infancy.

b THE






(1)

THE

General ARGUMENT
o TO THE
WORKS ad DAYS,
ﬁnio' M THE |
Greek of Danipy Herxstus.

H E poet begins with the difference

‘of the two contentions, and, zeje&-

ing that which is attended with difgrace,
he advifes his brother Perfes to prefer the
other. One is the lover of ftrife, and the
occafion of troubles. The other prompts us
‘ b2 on
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on to procure the neceffarys of life in a fair
and honeft way. After Prometheus had, by
Tubtlety, ftole the fire clandeftinely from
Fove (the fire is by the divine Plao, in his
allufion to this paffage, called the neceflarys,
or abundance, of life ; and thofe are called
fubtle who were follicitous after the abun-
darice of life) the -god created a great evil,
which was Pandora, that is Fortune, who was
endowed with all the gifts of the gods, gean-
ing all the benefits of nature: fo Fortune may
from thence be fayed to have the difpofal of
‘the comforts of:life ; and, from that time,
care and prudence are required in the ma-
nagement of human affairs. Before Prome-
sbeus had purloined the fire, all the common
neceffarys of life were near at hand, and
eafyly attained ; for Saturn had firft made a
golden age of men, to which the earth yield-
ed all her fruits fpontancoufly : the mortals of
the golden age fubmited to a foft and pleafant
death, and were afterwards made demons, and
honour attended their names. To this fuc-

ceeded
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ceeded the fecond, the filver, age, worfe in
all things than the firft, and better than the
following ; which Fupiter, or Fate, took from
the earth, and made happy in their death,
Hence the poet pafles to the third, the brafen,
age, the men of which, he fays, were ficrce
and terrible, who ignobly fell by their own
folly and civil dxfcord nor was _their future
fate hke to the otﬁer, for thpy dcfcended o
hell. ‘This generation. is.followed by a race
" of heros,. Eteocles and Polynices,” and the reft
who were in the firft ‘and. oldeft fIZreban war,
and Agamemnon and Mﬂelqus, -and fuch as are
recorded by the *. poet.to be in tthTrjq;an
war, of whom fome perithed entirely by
death, and fome now inhabit the ifles of the
bleflfed. Next he defcribes the iron age, and
the injuftice which prevailed in it. He great-
ly reproves the judges, and taxes them with
corruption, in a fhort and beautyful fable, In
the other part of the book, he fets before

% I fuppofe Heinfius means Homgr.
‘ - our
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our eyes the confequences of juftice and in-
juftice 5 and then, in the moft fagacious man-
ner, lays down fome the wifeft precepts to
Perfes. The part which contains the pre-
cepts is chiefly writ in an irregular, free, and
ealy, way ; and his frequent repetitions, which
cuftom modern writers have quite avoided,
bear no fmall marks of Dbis antiquity. He
often digreffes, that his brother might not be
tired with his precepts, becaufe of a too much
famenefs. Hence he paffes to rules of ceco-
‘nomy, beginning with agriculture. He points
out the proper feafon for the plow, the har-
velt, the vintage, and for felling wood 3 he
fhews the fruits of induftry, and the ill con.
fequences of negligence. He defcribes the
different {eafons, and tells us what works are

i

1

proper toeach, Thefe are the fibjets of the

firft part of his-ceconomy. In procefs of time,
and the thirft of gain increafing in men, every
method was tryed to the procering riches ;
men begun to extend their commerce over
the feas; for which reafon the poet layed down

‘ t ' precepts

)
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precepts for navigation. He next proceeds to
a recommendation of divine worthip, the ado-
ration due to the immortal gods, and the va-
rious ways of paying our homage:to them.
He concludes with a fhort obfervation on days,

dividing them into the good bad, and indif-
ferent.

E R-
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WOrb and Days, book 2, note to ¥ 128, line g, for
Sfort be vead for the. In the View of the Works
and Days, page 101, line the 3d, blot out the comma
after propofe. In the Index to the #orks and Days, in the
letter 4, line g, for 210, read 218. In the letter M,
line 1, for 486, read 488. Theog. ¥ 269, for patients
read patient. Theog. ¥ 865, for breafis read beafls.
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"WORKS and DAY_S.
omoex 1

" The ARGUMENT.

His boolk cont/a_im ﬁbcbiwocatian to the wbole,Etbc
general propofitiony the flory of Prometheus, Epi-
metheus, and Pandora, aﬁdefc{;ptim of the golden
age, filver age, brafen age, the age of heros, and the
iron age, °a recommendation of wirtue, from the tem-
poral bleffings with which good men, are attended, and
- the condstion of the wicked, and [everal morval pre-
cepts proper to be obferved thro the courfe sf our

lives.,

.
LN
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*WORKS and DAYS,

BOOK I

ING, Mufes, fing, from the Pierian grove ;
Begin the fong, and let the theme be Fove ;
From him ye fprung, and him ye firft fhould praife ;
From your immortal fire deduce your lays ;

To

~

» HE fcholiaft Tzeszes tells us, this poem was
firlt called the Works and Days of Hesiop, to
diftinguifh it from another, on the fame fubje®, and of
the fame title, wrote by Orphess. How much this may
be depended on I cannot fay; but Fabricius aflures us,
from Pliny, book 18, chap. 25, that Hefiod was the firft
who layed down rules for agriculture. It is certain that,
of all the pieces of this nature which were before Virgi/,
and extant in his days, this was moft efteemed by him,
otherwife he would not have fhewed that refpe& to our
author which he does quite thro his Georgic. In one
place he propofes him as a pattern in that great work,
where, addrefling to his ceuntry, he fays,
—— — tibi res antique laudis et artis
Ingredior, fanflos aufus recludere fontes
Afcraumque cano, Romana per oppida, camm{L.b .
ib. 2.

Bz For
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' To him alone, to his great will, we owe, -5
That we exift, and what we are, below.
Whether
For ther my tansful accents will I raife,
And treat of arts difchs’d in antient days,
Osce more unlock for thee the facred fpring,

. And old Afcrzan werfe, in Roman citys, fing.
f P Dryden.

 He begins the Georgic with an explanation of the title
of the Works and Days. )
Quid fatiat letas fegetes, quo fidere terram
Vertere, &c. - o ’ '
 What makes a plenteous barveft, awhen to turn i
Tbe fruith foil, andvben to foww the corn;

for by Works is mean'd the art of aghculture, and by
~Days the proper feafons. for works. See farther in my
difcourfe on the Writings of Hefiod.

¥ 1. Sing, Mufes, fing &c.] MAriffarchus, and fome
others, are for having éxis exoxdi?mllaeft out, as not a
part of the péem. Praxiphanes, afcholar of Thespbrafius,
fays he hadi)::t)e copy which begun from this verfe, _
. As bere ow earth we tread the maxe of kfs.

The reafon which !Proc/us affigns for it not being writ
by Hefiod is, that he who begun his Theogony with am In-

- vocation to the mufes from Helicon, and who was himfelf
brought up at the foot of that mountain, wonld never call
~on the Pierien mufes. A weak objeftion, and unworthy
a critic !' the diftintion is as follows. The Mufes are
fayed to be the daughters of Fove, that is, of that Power
by which we are emabled to perform. Pieria is fayed to |
be the birth-place of the Mufes, and the feat of Fowe, ~
that is; the mind, whence all our conceptions arife. He-
licaz 1s-a place of refidence to the Mufes, where they ce-

_ lebrate the praifes of Jiflacher, and fearch into the
SR know-
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Whether we blaze among the fons of fame, = -

Or live obfcurely, and without a name,

Or noble, or ignoble, fill we prove- o
Our lot determin’d by the will of Fove. B 1)
With eafe he lifts the peafant to a crown,

With the fame eafe he cafts the monarch-down ;
With eafe he clouds the brighteft name in night,
And calls the meaneft to the faireft light ;

At will he varys life thro ev’ry flate, B {1
Unnerves the ﬁrohg, and makes the crooked ftrait.
Such Fove, who thunders terrible from high,

Who dwells in mgﬁi}ons far aboye the ﬂcy.

knowledge' of antiquity. In this work Hefuod inltrudls
his brother in the art of tillage, and morality, all which
do&trines proceed from his own experience, his own na-
tural featiments, and therefore he invokes the Mufes from
Pieria 5 his account of the generation of the Gods, being
received, partly from books, and partly from oral tradi-
tion, he invokes them from Helicon. Twetz.- Here the
fcholiaft talks as if he did not doubt thefe lines being ge-
nuine,

Y 13. With eafe be clouds &c] This exordium was
certainly admired by Horace, who, in one of his odes,
has elegantly tranflated this part of it. .

Valet ima fummis
Mutare, et infipnem attenuat, deus,
Obfeura promens. N
I muft acknowledge after all, what Paufanias {ays, in
his Baotics, that this beginning was not in the copy which
he faw in lead, is a greatargument againtt thofe who think
it of Hefiod : and Plutarch likewife, in his Sympofiacs,.
begins this poem according to Pasfanias,
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Look down, thou Pow’r fupreme, vouchfafe thine aid,
And let my judgement be by juftice fway’d; 20
O!! hear my vows, and thine affiftance bring,
While truths undoubted I to Perfes fing.

As here on earth we tread the maze of life,
The mind’s divided in a double ftrife ;
One, by the wife, is thought deferving fame, 25
And this attended by the greateft fhame,
The difmal fource whence fpring pernicious jars,
The baneful fountain of deftruive ‘wars,
Which, by the laws of arbitrary fate,
We follow, tho by nature taught to hate 30

¥ 23. As here cn carth awe tread &c.] The words
of Hejsod are thele ; there is not ome hind of comtention
only on earth, but there are two, awbich divide the mind,
In the Theogony he makes but one comtention, and that
fprung from Night, foon after the birth of the Fates,
and other evil deitys, which are of the fame parent.
From contention {prung all that is hurtful to gods and
men, as plagues, avars, fecret bloodfbed, flander, &c.
The fecond contention, emulation, which was planted in
the womb of earth by Jove, muft be after the invention
of arts, for before was no room for emulation. The con-
tention firft mentioned was before the wars of the giants.
Of that fee farther in the notes to the Theogony.

¥ 29. Which, by the laaws &c]. The truth of this
will plainly appear, when we confider the neceflity of
many of our aftions, which, tho involuntary, are ren-
dered neceffary by the caufe; by involuntary, I do not
mean without the confent of the will, becaufe it is cer-
tain that muft precede the aétion, but what we had ra-
ther we had no occafion to do.

From



Book I. WoRrks and Dayvs. v

From night’s black realms this took its odious birth
And one feve planted in the womb of earth,

The better ftrife ; by this the foul is fir'd

To arduous toils, nor with thofe toils is tit’d 3

One fees his neighbour, with laborieus hard;, 23
Planting his orchard, or manuring lanéd }

He fees another, with induftrious care,

Materials for the building ert prepare ;

Idle himfelf he fees them hafte to rife,

Obferves their growing wealth with envious eyes, 40
With emulation fir'd, beholds their ftore, '
And toils with joy, who never toil'd before :

The artift envys what the artift gains,

The bard the rival bard’s fuécefsful ftrains.

¥ 43. The artift envys &c.] Hear Plato on this paf-
fage: his words are thefe: And fo it is neceffary, fays
Hefiod, or according to Hefiod, it fbould be among all of
the fame profeffiom, that they may be filled with envy, and
contention.  Plato certainly miftakes the poet in this,
when he imagines that Hefiod thinks it abfolutely neceflary
for the better government of the world. All that he
means is, he finds it fo in nature ; and, from our appe-
tites natural to us, we cannot avoid it. The reft of the
note by Mr. Theobald. Arifiotle in his fecond book of
rhetoric, in the chapter on envy, quotes this paffage of
Hefiod, tho he does not name the author, with this in-
troduction, becaufe men contend, for bonour’s fake, with
their rivals, and rwith all who hawve paffions asd de-
[res like themfelves, there is a neceffity that they mufl envy
Juch 5 bence it has been [ayed, nas nepaphys xepapss wo- -
Te6.

By Perfes
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Perfes attend, my juft decrees obferve, 45
Nor from thy honeft labour idly fwerve ;
The love of ftrife, that joys in evils, fhun,
Nor to the forum, from thy duty, run.
How vain the wranglings of the bar to mind,
Wahile Ceres, yellow goddefs, is unkind ! 50

" But when propitious fhe has heap’d your ftore,

¥or others you may plead, and not before ; °

But let with juftice your contentions prove,

And be your counfels [uch as come from fove;
Not as of late, when we divided lands, 55
You grafp’d at all with avaritious hands ;

‘When the corrupted bench, for bribes well known,
Unjuftly granted more than was your own. .
Fools, blind to truth ! nor knows their erring foul
How.much the half is better than the whole,. -60
f ‘ How

" ¥ 5. Not as of late &c.] The fin of Perfes was
reckoned, by the antients, one of the moft heinous.
Seneca begs he may know to divide with his brother, as
if he efteemed it one of the moft neceffary dutys of man.
This cuftom of dividing the father’s patrimony, by lot,
among all the children, is, likewife, alluded to in the
'Odyffes of Homer, book 14. , :

¥ 59. Fools, blind to truth! &c.] What a noble
triumph is this over the avarice, and injuftice, of his
brother, and the partiality of the judges! How much like
a philofopher is this greatnefs of fou%fs in his contempt of
ill-gct riches! What a conqueft has he gained, tho he
jofs’d the caufe,. and fuffered by the wickednefs of his ad-
verfary! He not only fhews himfelf a happy man, cl}::ext

o ) teaches

e
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How great the pleafure wholefome herbs afford,
How blefs’d the frugal, and an honeft, board !
Would the immortal gods on men beftow
A mind, how few the wants of life to know,
They all the year, from labour free, might live 65
" On what the bounty of a day would give ,
They foon the rudder o’er the {moke would lay,
And let the mule, and ox, at leifure firay:

' ' : This

teaches him by whom he is moft injured to be fo too..
I have taken the liberty to add this line, which is not in
the original, as an explanation of this famous paffage of
our poet, which, and no other, I am certain muft be his.
meaning ; ’

How blefs'd the frugal, and an honeft, board.

The paraxn and aopod'er®, the firft of which we gene-
rally render, in Englifb, the mallows, and the latter the
daffodil, the names of which I have not tranflated, being,
of no confequence to the beauty of this paflage, Plutarch,
in his Banquet of the fewen awift men, commends as the -
wholefomeft of herbs; he mentions the ayfepix@-+, which,
. Le Clerc. tells us is a part of the asgeda®:: the fame
critic alfo obferves, from Scaliger, that it appears from.
this verfe that the- antients did eat the daffodil, or aage~
deA®-. S

¥ 67. They foon the rudder &c.] What the poet:
means by this, and the preceding lines, is, if we knew
how few things are neceflary for the fupport of life, we
fhonld not be. fo follicitous about it as we are, we fhould
not-fpend fo much time in agriculture, and navigation,.
as we do. This expreffion of laying the rudder over the’
fmoke altudes to the cuftom of laying it to harden over
the fmoke at thofe times in which they did not ufe it.
Says Grewius, on this verfe, it was cultomary to Hang.
: B the:
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This fenfe to man the king of gods denys,
In wrath to him who daring rob’d the fkys ; 70
Dread ills the god prepar’d, unknown before,
And the ftol’n fire back to his heav’n he bore ;
' But

the rudders in the fmoke, when the feafon for failing was
paffed ; by which they believed they were preferved from
roting, and kep’d folid till the next feafon. 'This we find
likewife among the precepts in the fecond book of this
poem :
And der the fmoke the well made rudder lay,

» 327.
Which rule alfo Zirgi/ has layed down in his Georgic,
in his diretion for tools of hufbandry :

Et fufpenfa focis exploret robora fumus.
: Lib, 1.

¥ 69. This fenfe to man &c.] Hear the fcholiaft on
this paffage, on the invention of arts: men, fays he, were
at firft fimple and unexperienced ; the art of agriculture,
and all other, were entirely unknown; they knew not
difeafes, nor the pangs of death; when they dyed, they
expired on the ground as if they knew not what they fuf-
fered. They enjoyed the fruits of the earth in common
among them. Then were no rulers: for all were lords
of themfelves: but when men grew weounfesepor, which
is the fignification of PROMETHEUS, more cunning, more
apt to contrive, they departed from their primitive tempe-
rance, and confequently their ferenity. ‘Then the ufe of
fire was difcovered, which was the fource of all mecha-
nical arts, Tzesz.

¥ 71. Dread ills the god prepar'd &c.] It is be-
yond difpute, that with the invention and improvement
of arts the luxury of men increafed, and that difeafes
were the effe@s of luxury,

Aud the flol'n fire back to the flys he bore.
. This
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But from Prometheus *twas conceal'd in vain,
Which for the ufe of man he ftole again,

And, artful in his fraud, Brought from above, 75
Clos’d in a hollow cane, deceiving Fove : '

Agin

This paffage of the fable moft of the commentators
have left untouched, as not knowing what to make:of
it. I think it muft allude to the decay of arts and fci-
ences ; which the fucceeding verfe will farther explain.

¥ 73. But from Prometheus &Fc.} By Prometheus
is furely mean’d, as before, wpounflesepos, avifer men,
who were as forward to recover, or revive, lofs'd atts, as
to invent new. -

¥ 76. Closd in & hollows cane &c.]  The origiml is
v xeiAw vaghnes 3 which expreflion is ufed again in the
Theogony, verfe 567 of the original, and 847 of my tranf-
lation : there is a curious comment on this paffage in
Tournefort”s account of the ifland of Skimg/a in his
voyage into the Lewans ; which I fhall here give as near
a tranflation of as I can. ¢ This ifland abounds with
¢¢ the Ferula of the antients ; the old mame of which
¢¢ is preferved by the modern Greeks, who call it Nar-
¢ theca from Napfnf : it has a ftalk five feet in heighth,
¢¢ and three inches thick : every ten inches it has a knot,
¢ that is branchy, and covered with a hard bark : the:
¢¢ hollow of the ftalk is full of white marrow ; which,
““ when dry, takes fire like 2 match: which fire con-
¢ tinues a long while, and confumes the marrow by flow

degrees, without doing any damage to. the bark ; for
which reafon this plant is ufed for carrying fire from®
¢ ome place to another : our failors layed in a large’
¢ flore of it : this ufe of it is derived from early an-
¢ tiquity, and may contribute to the explanation of a’
¢¢ paflage in Hefod, who, {peaking of the fire which’
¢ Promethess flole from heaven, fays, that he brought
¢ it in yegBuxs, i. c. in Latin ferula ; this fable dou?tl:

€6 els

(33

‘e
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Again defrauded of celeftial fire,

Thus fpoke the cloud-compelling god in ire:

Son of Lipetus, o’er-fubtle, go, '

And glory in thy artful theft below ; 8 .
Now of the fire you boaft by ftealth retriev’d,

And triumph in almighty Fove deceiv’d ;

But thou too late fhall find the triumph vain,

And read thy folly in fucceeding pain ;

Pofterity the fad effe&t fhald know, 8s
When, in purfuit of joy, they grafp their woe.

He fpoke, and told to Mulciber his will,
And, fmiling, bade him his commands fulfil,
To ufe his greateft art, his niceft care,

To frame a creature exquifitely fair, © 9o
To temper well the clay with water, then
To add the vigour, and the voice, of men,

“To let her firft in virgin luftre fhine,

“In form a goddefs, with a bloom divine: A
And next the fire demands Minerva’s aid, 95
In all her various fkill to train the maid,

Bids her the fecrets of the loom impart,
To caft a curious thread with happy art:

“¢ lefs arifes from Promethens difcovering the ufe of feet

¢ in firiking fire from the flint :- and Premethens moft

*¢ probably made ufe of the marrow of the ferula, and

:: uiﬁru?edmen how to preferve fire mtheﬁalk of this
plant.”

And
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And golden Venus was to teach the fair,

The wiles of love, and to improve her air, 100
And then, in aweful majefty, to fhed o
A thoufand graceful charms around her head.:
Next Hermes, artful god, muft form her mind,
One day to torture, and the next be kind, )
With manners all deceitful, and her tongue' 10§,
Fraught with abufe, and with detradtion hung.
Jove gave the mandate ; and the gods obey’d.

Firft Vulcan form’d of earth the blufhing maid ;
Minerva next perform’d the tafk affign’d,

With ev’ry female art adorn’d her mind. 110
To drefs her Suada, and the Graces, join ; '
Around her perfon, lo! the di’monds fhine.

Y11z, Around ber perfon &c.] * The original is
wuows youaewvs sbesay xooi. They placed about ber body
ornaments of gold. A flri® regard onght always to be
payed to the original meaning of an antient anthor; if a
liberty is took, by the tranflator, for the better embellifh-
ing the poem, it is proper to have a remark on that occa-
fion. The danger arifing from fuch anomiffion is, that the
reader awbo depends on the tranflation may be mifled in
fals; as from this paffage he would take it for granted
diamonds awere in the days of Hefiod, avbich does not ap-
pear from oppovs Xpuaeiovs. This obfervation will be good
in greater points. * How far I may be indulged in the
liberty I have taken with this paffage I know not; but I
am fure this part of her drefs contributes more towards
the beauty of the whole than a golden necklace, which
¥alla has given her in his following tranflation;

Aurea candenti pofuere monilia collo,
To
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To deck her brows the fair-trefs’d Seafons bring
A garland breathing all the fweets of fpring.
Each prefent Pallas gives it proper place, 115
And adds to ev’ry ornament a grace.
Next Hermes taught the fair the heart to move,
With all the falfe alluring arts of love, -
Her manners all deceitful, and her tongue
With falfehoods fruitful, and detra&ion hung. 120
The finifh’d maid the gods Pandora ¢all, -
Becaufe a tribute the receiv’d from all:
And thus, *twas Fove’s command, the fex began,
A lovely mifchief to the foul of man, 124
When the great fire of gods beheld the fair,
The fatal guile, th’ inevitable fnare,
Hermes he bids to Epimetheus bear.

‘ - Prometheus,

¥ 121. The finif’d maid &c.3 'To pafs over the poeti-.
cal beauty of this allegory, let us come to the explication
of it. To punifh the crime of Prometheus, Fupiter fends
a woman on earth, How agrecable in the whole is the
~ fory conduted! Pulcan firft molds her to form ; that is
after the ufe of fire was found out, of which Pzlkar is
called the god, by art men begun to embellifh the works
of nature : then all the inferior arts, which are mean’d by
the other deitys, confpire to render the beautys of nature
fill more charming. By thefe means the defires of men
ow'd ftronger and impetuous, and plunged them on to
fuch exceflive indxﬂ%ence of their fenfes, as brought on

them the miferys which the poet afterwards mentions.
y 125, When the great fire of gods &c.}] How ad-
mirzble is the fable continued ! Here is a virgin made of*
all
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Prometheus, mindful of his theft above,
Had warn’d his brother to beware of Fove,
To take no prefent that the god fhould fend, 130
Left the fair bribe fhould ill to man portend ;
But he, forgetful, takes his evil fate,
Accepts the mifchief, and repents too late,
~ Mortals at firft a blifsful earth enjoy’d,
With 1lls untainted, nor with cares anoy’d; 135
To them the world was no laborious ftage,
Nor fear’d they then the miferys of age;
But foon the fad reverfion they behold,
Alas! they grow in their afliGtions old ;
For in her hand the nymph a cafket bears, 140
Full of difeafes, and corroding cares,
Which open’d, they to taint the world begin,
And Hppe alone remains entire within.

all the charms of art and nature, to captivate the eyes,
and endow’d with all the cunning of the fex to gain on
the heart, for that is the meaning of her being fent by
Hermes. Thus formed, @wav dapw, baving received a
tribute from all the gods to compfa.t her, well may the
poet call her Jorow aunyaver, a temptation that no art
can awithfland. Here Promethess, that is the wife man,
who forefees the event of things, warns his brother Epi-
metheus, that is the man who is wife too late, to avoid
the fight of fuch an affemblage of graces. Of Zapetus, .
Prometheus, &c. and the deitys here mentioned, fee far-
ther in the Theogony. .
¥ 140, — in ber band &c] Pandora’s box may
properly be took in the fame myftical fenfe with the ap-
ple in the book of Genefis; and in that light the moral
will appear without any difficulty. Such
Suc
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Such was the fatal prefent from above,

And fuch the will of cloud-compelling Fove: 145

And now unnumber’d woes o’er mortals reign,

Alike infe&ed is the land, and main, . .

O’er human race diftempers filent ftray, .

And multiply their ftrength by night and day 5

*Twas Fove's decree they fhould in filence rove ; 150

For who is able to contend with Fove ! »

And now the fubjet of my verfe I change;

To tales of profit and delight I range ;

Whence you may pleafure and advantage gain,

If in your mind you lay the ufeful ftrain. 155
Soon as the deathlefs gods were born, and man,

A mortal race, with voice endow’d, began,

The heav’nly pow’rs from high their work bebold,

And the firft age they ftile an age of gold.

¥ 146. And sow unnumber’d awoes &c.] With what
2 forrowful folemnity thefe lines run, anfwerable to the
fenfe contained in them !

Anra Js pvpia AUyga ket arSpemss ararmes
TIAem sy Yyap Yo karwvy, wiem d's Sarqard.

Some think the ftory of Pandora, and the account we
have from Mofes of the fall of man, were took from the

fame tradition. The curfe indeed pronounced againft-

Adam, in the third chapter of Genefis, is the fame with
this in the effe ; but what weight this imagination may
carry with it I fhall not undertake to determine.. This
flory is imitated, and in feveral lines tranflated, by Quil-

et in bis Callipedia, and by the late Dr. Parnell, in

his poem called The rife of avemen.
e : Men
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Men fpent a life like gods in Saturn’s reign, 160.

Nor felt theéir mind a care, nor body pain; -

From labour free they ev’ry fenfe enjoy ;. -

Nor could the ills of time thejr peace deftroy;

In banquets they delight, remov’d from care ;

Nor troublefome old age intruded there : . 165

They dy, -or rather feem to dy, they feem . . )

From hence tranfported .in a pleafing dream,

The fields, as yet untill’d, their fruits afford,

And fill a fumptuous, and unenvy’d board:. o

Thus, crown’d with happynefs their ev’ry day, 170

Serene; and joyful, pafs’d their lives away. ,
When in the grave this race of men was lay'd, . : -

Soon was-a World of holy demons:made,  * " __
"',.“" . PR R "Aéﬁal
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¥ 1Go. Men fpent a life &c.] It is certain from’ this
pafiage that, according to the fyftem of our author, in
this poem, the golden age preceded the creation of wo-
man, fhe being fent by Fupiter, who.had then the go-
vernment of heaven. And agreeable to this is the de-
fcription of the felicity of human ftate, before Epime-
theus had knowledge of Pandora. 'We muft obferve that
this does not coincide- with his account, in the Theagony,
where, after Saturn’s revenge on his father, the Furys, -
Contention, and all the confequences of it, immediately
appear. . .

¥ 173. Soor avas’ a aworid &c.] ‘The notion of
guardian angels. bas prevailed, among many, in almoft
all ages, and all ‘countrys. Paffages of the like nature
are frequent in-both the Old and New Teftament ; and

in Homer alfo; and, as Mr. 4ddifon obferves, Miltor
. doubtlels



18 Works and Davs. Book I,

Aérial fpirits, by great Fove defign’d,
To be on earth the guardians of mankind ; 178
Invifible to mortal eyes they go,
And mark our a&tions, good, or bad, below s
Th’ immortal fpys with watchful care prefide,
And thrice ten thoufand round their charges glide:
They can reward with glory, or withgold; 180
A pow’r they by divine permiffion hold. :

Worle than the firft,. a fecond age appears,
Which the celeftials call the filver years. .. . .

?aoubtlefs had an eye on this part of Hefiod, where be
ys, e
Millions of fpiritual creatyres awalk the earth
Unfeen, both when aue awake, and when we fleep.
‘ : Paradife loft.

I cannot help taking particular notice of the beauty,
and ufe, of our author’s doétrine of guardian angels ; he
makes them wasln gollevles e’ asay, awandering all over
the earth; quaaassatr Te Sinas, %) ETAIR Spyety they Recp
an account of aftions both juft and unjup. “Thefe fenti-
ments grafted in the minds of the people, and received
as a point of faith by them, would make them always
on their guard ; and’their being wAdlodlas, the difpofers
of rickes, would be fufficient to induce them to g
a&tions. The making them the inftraments of provi-
dence, to reward men according to their merits to each
other, in this life, is 2 do&rine fo amiable, that, if the
truth of it cannot be proved, it ought never to be publick-
ly argued againft. Here the poet endeavours to deter his
brother from any future injuftice, by telling him all* his
aftions are recorded, and that according to their nierits
he fhall be rewarded. o '

" The

- o
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The golden age’s virtues are no more 3 L
Nature grows weaker than the was before; . 183
In ftrength of body mortals much decay ; o
And human wifdom feems to fade away.. . -
An hundred years the careful dames employ,
Before they form’d to man th’ unpolifh’d boy ;
‘Who when he reach’d his bloom, his age’s prime, 190
Found, meafur’d by his joys, but fhort his time.
Men, prone to ill, deny’d the gods their due,
And, by their follys, made their days but: few.
The altars of the blefs’d negle&ed ftand,
Without the ofPrings which the laws demand ; 195
But angry Fove in duft this people lay’d,
Becaufe no honours to the gods they pay’ds-
T his fecond race, when clos’d their life’s fhort’ fpan,
Woas happy deem’d beyond the flate of many 199
Their names were grateful to their children made 3
Each pay'd a rev’rence to his father’s fhade.

And now a third, a brafen, people rife,
Unlike the former, “men of monﬁrous ﬁzc :

j 185. Namr afmew: ewmhr &c.] Men of the
former age of the earth, and the firft elements,
therefore more ih'ong of body than thefe of a mixed feed,
The word gun, here made ufe of for Nature, isa meta-
phor taken from trees and plants. - The verb is guw, %
plant, &c. Tzetz. Not much unlike this is the account
we have from Mofes of the different generatlons of ‘man
in m!yer nmes

.

Strong :



20 Works and Days. Book I.

Strong arms extenfive from their thoulders grow,
Their limbs of equal magnitude below ; 205
Potent in grms, and dreadful at the fpear,
They live injurious, and devoid of fear:

On

" % 206. Potent in arms &c.] All the commentators

which I ever faw feem to have entirely miftook the fenfe

of this line ; nor have Valla and Frifius entered into the

meaning of the poet in their tranflations : ‘the firft tranf-

lates sx wensay . . - S
— ' Dryadumque creata

. Sanguine - —_—

fprung from the blood of the Dryads, or wood nymphs :
and Frifius has it quércubus ex duris, from hard oaks. I
fhall ufe the comment which. Mr. Thecbald has farnithed
me with on this occafion, and in the fame words in
which he gave it to me. S f

. Zews ¢ marwp Tplloy arro 29 usperen ardperey -
Kadxew woma’, ex apyvpw sd'v opolor,
Ex peniciy, deww 7e nas opulpsar oigiv apn®s
Eey’ cusae sovoerla sas vCores. .
I think I may venture to affirm, from-the comments
they have given of it, that none -of all the Grest com-

mentators rightly underftood this paffage. I believe I

may fay the fame of the Latin critics : Grewius, Le
Clere, and Heinfius, have paffed the difficulty over in
filence. Screvelins falls into the interpretation of the
Greek {choliafts ; and Guietus, it is plain, faw nothing of
what I apprehend to be the meaning of the poet ; bé-
canfe he makes an alteration of the text itfelf, changin

X peMAY into ex 76 peres, abfonum, inordinatum ; this
too he borrows from one of the conjeQtures of Tzetzes,
who firft, together with Mofeopylus, and Proclus, tells us
that by expuersay, for they all make but one word of tixt;

L
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On the crude fleth of beafts, they feed, alone,
Savage their nature, and their hearts of ftone;
' Their

the poet intends to inform us, that this race was made
out of afhen-trees ; that is to fay, of a firm ard unpe-
rifhable make: but was the fame generation brafer and
awooden too ? It might much more reafonably been called
the wooden age, if Fupiter had formed the people out of
trees. Hefiod, I am perfuaded, had no thought of ob-
n'ud'ﬁ‘i;uch a tion on us: befides, as neither in
the defcription of the golden, or filver age, the poet has
§iven us any account of what materials the men were
ormed, why fhould he do it here? In fhort, let us rec-
tify the pointing of the whole paﬂ'age, and take the con-
text along with us, and a very litde ﬁga.cit{; I hope,
will reftore us the author’s true meaning. I have a great
fufpicion the verfes ought to be pointed thus ;* '
Zevs J's marhp TeiTor ddro Yev® utcomay avdpRman
KaAxeior woma's sx agyvpp sd'e opstov, ’
Ex pendy Sewwov 78 xat opCpigaor, oigsy apn@
Epy’ sushs sonoirla xas vCpss. o
So ex dy Sewor Te nas oulpipuw will be potent and
Jrudﬁ‘l'lﬁzlt the fpear. Ex M@% the doric genitive,
inftead of exusaswy. Mease is not only the afbtree, but
-is metaphorically ufed, by Homer, and other poets, for
the fpear: fo Jliad 2. in the defcription of the Ab-
antes.

Tad" ap alarres sxwro Soot omtIsw Xopoawes,

AUNTay UNUARTES OPEXTHGE USAINGE

Owpnras pnZew iy aups sndsass.

Dowwn their broad fooulders falls a length of hair,

Their hands difmifs not the long lance in air,

But avith protended fpears, in fighting fields,

Pierce the tough corflets, and the brafen foields.

Pope.

The
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Their houfes bréfs, of brafs the warlike blade, 210

Iron was yet unknown, in brafs they trade:
Furious,

The fcholiaft on the place explains unames by the
words dopaaw amo pshias (uns yevousvois®  Spears made
out of the afptree : fo, in our poet, ex uertdy Jewoy |
take to be no more than Jrz 7ey pehiwr, or Tass persms
Pewon, terrible avith fpears., Both the prepofitions are
indifferently ufed, in the fame manner, by the beft profe
writers, as well as the poets : fo in'Thacydides we have ex
7oy owhey for Jue Tap oxrew, by force of arms. It may
not be unworthy a remark, and to ftrengthen this con-
je&ture, that Ovid, who had an eye on Hefiod, in the
defcription of the four ages, foon as he names the
brafen age, likewife diftinguithes it by this propenfity to
arms.

Jertia poft illas fucceffit acnea proles,

Savior ingeniis, et ad horrida promptior arma.

¥ 208. On the crude flefb of beafts, &c.] Here the

, {peaking of the giant race, fays sd% 71 q17or udw,
of which Schrevelius, Tzetzes, and other commentators,
fay, they fed not on bread, or meat dreffed, but tore and
eat the limbs of beafts. -

¥ z10. Their houfes brafs, &c.] ‘That there was a
time when brafen arms were ufed we may learn from
Plutarch, who tells us, when Cimon, the fon of Mil-
tiades, carryed the bones of Thefeus, from the ifle of
Scyros, to Athens, he found intered with him a fword,
and the head of a fpear, made of brafs.

Payfanias, who mentions this fact, tells us, that iron
was then begun to be ufed in war ; but for brafen arms
in heroical times he gives the inftances of Pyfander’s ax,
and the dart of Meriones, both from Homer. He like-
wife alledges the authority of the fpear of Achilles pre-
ferved in the temple of Minerwa at Phafelis, and the

fword of Memnon, all of brafs, in the temple of & fis-
lapius



Book I. Works and Davs. 23

Furious, robuft, impatient for the fight,

War is their only care, and fole delight.

To the dark fhades of death this race defcend,

By civil difcords, an ignoble end! 215

Strong tho they were, death quell’d their boafted might,

And forc’d their ftubborn fouls to leave the light.
To thefe a fourth, a better, race fucceeds,

Of godlike heros, fam’d for martial deeds ;

Them demigods, at firft, their matchlefs worth 220

Prockaim aloud, all thro the boundiefs earth.

Thefe, horrid wars, their love of arms, deftroy,

Some at the gates of Thebes, and fome at Troy.

Thefe for the brothers fell, detefted ftrife !

For beauty thofe, the lovely Greecian wife Y 5

lapins in Nicomedia. Lucretius is a voucher, "almoft in
the words of our author, for the. antiquity and ufe of
brafs before that of iron. '

Poflerins ferri wis eff @rifque reperta,

Sed priss eris erat, quam ferriy cognitus ufes.

The remarks from Paufanias, and Lucretius, are by
l\gr.thzbeabald. See farther in the ebfervation on line 253
0 . o
¥ 218. %o ;'befe a fourth, &c.] Exa&ly the fame is
the diftin®tion Mofes makes in Genefis : fays he, there
were gignts in the carth in thofe days 3 and alfo after
that, <vben the fans of Gad came in unto the daughters
of men, and they bare children to them, the fame became
mighty men, which were, of old, men of remoawn.

oo Chap. vi. ver. 4.
h:kre are plainly. the age of giants, and the age of

05, .

To
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To thefe does Fove a fecond life ordain,

Some happy foil far in the diftant main,

Where live the hero-thades in rich repaft,

Remote from mortals of a vulgar caft:

There in the iflands of the bles’d they find, 230
Where Saturn reigns, an endlefs calm of mind ;

¥ 230. There 'in the iflands &c.] ‘The fortunate
iflands, by the Grecks thought to be the feats of
men, Homer, Lycopbron, Plutarch, Philofiratus, and
Dion, as well as Hefiod, have mentioned, and unani-
moufly agree, that they are fragrant fruitful fields, and
meadows, as lovely to the eye as the mind of man can
imagine, Tzerz. Agreeable to this is the beginning of that
beautyful defcription of Elizium in the Eneis of Virgil.

Devenere locos letos, et amana vireta

. Fortunatorum nemorum, fedefque beatas. Lib. 6.
They took their way,
Where long extended plains of pleafure lay,
The blififul feats of bappy fouls below. Dryden.

Pindar, in his fecond Okmpic, comes nearer to our
poet, in his defcription of thofe feats of the happy :

evder paxapey
Nacoy wxeartd'ss

: Avpas mepiEvISoly,

Where the gales, from the ocean, breathe thro the
ifland of the bleffed. 1 muft here obferve that Homer,
in his account of Elizium, judged very wrong, when he
made Achilles fay. to Ulyffes, be avould rather ferwe the
pooreft om earth, than rule over the departed. Od. B. 11.
Speaking thus dreadfully of a future ftate, and of the
ll;agpyel’t condition of it, is no encouragement to the

ving. : ‘

¥ 231, Where Saturn reign;.] 'The original of this is
omited in many editions, but Grewius is for reftoring it
from a manufcript which he had feen,

. And
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And there the choiceft fruits adorn the fields,
And thrice the fertile year a harveft yields.

O! would I had my hours of life began
Before this fifth, this finful, race of man; 238
Or had I not been call’d to breathe the day,
Till the rough iron age had pafs’d away !
For now, the times are fuch, the gods ordain,
That ev’ry moment fhall be wing’d with pain ;
Condemn’d to forrows, and to toil, we live; 240
Reft to our labour death alone can give ;
And yet, amid the cares our lives anoy,
The gods will grant fome intervals of joy:
But how degen’rate is the human ftate !
Virtue no more diftinguifhes the great ; 2435
No fafe reception fhall the ftranger find ;
Nor fhall the tys of blood, or friendfhip, bind;
Nor fhall the parent, when his fons are nigh,
Look with the fondnefs of a parent’s eye,

¥ 234. O awould I had &c.] Here he cannot men-
tion the vices of his age without fhewing the utmoft de-
teftation to them. We fee the fame purity of manners,
the fame air of piety, runing thro all his works, See
the Life.

% 246. No fafe reception &c.] 'This paffage Owid
has beautyfully tranflated in his Metamorphofes ; and in-
deed feveral parts of Hefiod are well improved by that
fine poet. In the divifion of the ages he differs from
our author, and of five makes but four. * It is the Opi-
nion of fome, that it awvould bave been better, if Ovid
bad payed as great a regard to the hifiorical relations, as
to the poetical beautys, of thofe whom be imitates. ™

Nor

Lt Eedeam.az
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Nor to the fire the fon obedience pay, 250
Nor look with rev’rence on the locks of grey,

But, o! regardlefs of the pow’rs divine,

With bitter taunts fhall load his life’s decline,
Revenge and rapine fhall refpe& command,

The pious, juft, and good, neglefted ftand. 2535
The wicked fhall the better man diftrefs,

The righteous fuffer, and without redrefs ;

Seri& honefty, and naked truth, fhall fail,

The perjurd villain, in his arts, prevail.

Hoarfe envy fhall, unfeen, exert her voice, 260
Attend tho wretched, and in ill rejoice.

At laft fair Modefly and Fuflice fly,

Rob’d their pyre limbs in white, and gain the fky;
From the wide earth they reach the blefs’d abodes,
-And join the grand aflembly of the gods, ~ 265
- While mortal men, abandon’d to their grief,

Sink in their forrows, hopelefs of relief.

While now my fable from the birds I bring,

To the great rulers of the earth I fing.

High in the clouds a mnighty bird of prey 270
Bore a melodious nightingale away ;

¥ 268. While mw my fable &c.] Here the poet
likens himfelf to the nightingale, and the judges to the
birds of prey. Tzetz. This tranfition, from the five
ages to the fable of the hawk and the nightingale, isa
lietle abrupt. 'The remaining part of this book contains
a beautyful, tho fmall, body of moral philofophy.

And
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And to the captive, fhiv’ring in defpair, =~
Thus, eruel, fpoke the tyrant of theair. -
Why mourns the wretch in my fuperior pow’r ¥ "t
Thy voice avails not in the ravifh’d hour; - 27‘5
Vain are thy crys; at my defpotic will, -
Or I can fet thee free, or I can kilk.
Unwifely who provokes his abler foe,
Conqueft ftill flys him, and he ftrives for woe.
Thus fpoke th* enflaver with infulting pride. 280

O! Perfes, Juftice ever be thy guide 3 .
May malice never gain upon thy will,
Malice that makes the wretch more wretched #ill,
The good man, injur'd, to revenge is flow,
To him the vengeance is the greater woe. = 285
Ever will all injurious courfes fail,
And juftice ever over wrongs prevail ;
Right will take place at laft, by fit degrees;
This truth the fool by fad experience fees.
When fuits commence, difhoneft ftrife the-caufe, 299
Faith violated, and the breach of laws,
Enfue ; the crys of juftice haunt the judge,
Of bribes the glutton, and of fin the drudge.
Thro citys then the holy d@mon runs,
Unfeen, and mourns the manners of theu' fons, 295
Difperfing evils, to reward the crimes C
Of thofe who banifh juftice from the times. -
Is there a man whom incorrupt we call,
Who fits alike unprc)udcx:c’d to all,

: 2

-

By
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By him the city flourifhes in peace, 300
Her borders lengthen, and her fons increafe;
From him far-feeing Fove will drive afar
All civil difcord, and the rage of war,
No days of famine to the righteous fall,
But all is plenty, and delightful ail ; 308
Nature indulgent o’er their land is feen,
With oaks high tow’ring are their mountains green,
With heavy maft their arms diffufive bow,
Whjle from their truncs rich ftreams of honey flow ;
Of flocks untainted are their paftures full, 310
Which {lowly ftrut beneath their weight of wool ;
And fons are born the likenefs of their fire,
The fruits of virtue, and a chaft defire:
O’er the wide feas for wealth they need not roam,
Many, and lafting, are their joys at home. 315
Not thus the wicked, who in ill delight,

“Whofe dayly a&s pervert the rules of right ;
To thefe the wife difpofer, Fove, ordains
Repeated lofles, and a world of pains :
Famines and plagues are, unexpe&ed, nigh; 320
Their wives are barren, and their kindred dy ;

¥ 316. Not thus the awicked &c.] By this antithe-
fis how lively is the ftate of the righteous reprefented !
This it is gives fuch a beauty to the firft and thirty-fe-
venth P/alms, where the natural ftate of the juft and un-
juft is truly defcribed, and in many circumftances like
this of our poet. ,

2 ' Numbers




Book I. WoRrks and Davs, 29

Numbers of thefe at once are fweep’d away ;

And fhips of wealth become the ocean’s prey.

One finner oft’ provokes th® avenger’s hand;

And often ene man’s crimes deftroy aland. 323
Exa&tly mark, ye rulers of mankind, '
The ways of truth, nor be to juftice blind;
Confider, all ye do, and all ye fay,

The holy demons to their god convey, = .
Agrial fpirits, by great Fove defign’d; =~ 330
To be on carth the guardians. of mankind; . -

¥ 325. And ?ﬁm one man’s crimes &c.] Examples
f this may be found in hiftory. . When .a vengeance of
kind happens, the execution of it depends on the de-
of the perfon guilty, and the nature of the crime
commited f;nzlfl'd agamit |lvivhom, as a:"]at l«:f Parmé
" was the a powerf ince, who, in ing
the laws of hofpitality, om a pow’rful people, by
which he involved his country in ruin. : :

9 326. Exally mark &c.} He now turns the dil-
; from his brother to the judges, by whom likewife
he had been injured. He exhorts them to the purfuit of
juftice, on thefe two confiderations ; firft, becaufe the
wicked man, who plots the deftruttion of another, at the
fame time works his own unhappynefs ; and fecondly, be-
caufe the gods are not only conicious of all our actions,
but our very thoughts.

# 330. Airial fpirits &c.] This repetition of the
circum{petion of the guardian angels, and the punifh-
ment of the unrighteous, is to keep the crime, of which
they were guilty, frefh in the, memory of his brother and
the judges. Repetitions of this nature are frequent in
the Greek poets, and more particularly in Homer than

any other. , .
C3 Invifible

RE
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Invifible to mortal eyes they go, :
And mark our alions, good, or bad, below ;
Th’ immortal fpys with watchful qare prefide,” ' -
And thriée ten thoofand round their charges plidle.’
Fuftices; unfpoted maid, deriv’d from Fove, 336
Renown’d, and reverenc’d by the igods above,
‘When mortals violate her facred laws,. . - '
When judges hear the bribe; and not the caufe, -
Clofe by her parént.god behold her fand, - ! | 340
And urge the puniflunent .their; fins deasandy ! < -
’ Look

¥ 341. And urge the punifiment &c) The 'oﬁginat
has it, that Yuffice reminds Jowe of human wickédnefs,
and follicits hith that thé people maj be punifbed for the
offences of their rulers. T - T T

[N
d

e e 00 TTUOY
Anpog aTadaras RRoMmp———s s . .
The Greek commentators are all fatisfyed with this fenfe.
Monfiear L Clere indeed reafonably obje@s, that if the
oddefs, who gﬁ&hm juftice, obtains, that the pub-
ic- thould fuffer for -the crimes of ‘their ralers, which
they diflike and cohdemn, where is- the juftice of it? and
he quotes the well known axiom of Horace, Drk-
rant reges, pleshuntur ackivi, ant refers us to a foregoin
paflage of our own author, in which he fays, a awhole
ity is often defiroyed for the guilt of a fingle perfon : but
it is not obvious to me that this is the poet’s meaning. Let
us examine the fentiment with the context, and that will beft
determine us in the meaning here. Fufice, fays he, firi
&y ber father Jove, avhen any one wrongs ber, complains
the iniquity of man, that the people may fuffer for the offences
of their governours 5 theréfore, ye governours, take beed of
S ‘ promouncing
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Look in your Breafts, and there.furvey your crimes,
Think, o! ye judges, and reform betimes,
Forget the pafs’d, nor more falfe judgements gi've,
Turn from your ways betimes, o ! turn and live. 345
Who, full of wiles, his neighbour’s harm contrives,-
Falfe to himfelf, againft himfelf he ftrives 3

For he that harbours evil in his mind

Will from his evil thoughts but evil find ;

And lo ! the eye of Fove, that all things knows, 359
Can, when he will, the heart of man difclofe;
Open the guilty bofom all within,

And trace the infant thoughts of future fin.
. Q!

/

ouncing unjuft judgements, for ewtry man's evil machi-
mm f:%l o{c‘ﬁ{ﬁx beal.f If a man’s own ill devices
fall on himfelf, it is moft abfurd for Fugice to follicit
that the vulgar fhould be punithed for the crimes of their
rulers, In fhort, tho all the copys agree to fupport this
argument, the alteration of a fingle letter will give it a
turn of plain reafon, and make all the parts confonant to
each other. I propofe this change only as a private fuf-
picion, becaufe as it ftands at prefent I am at a lofs how
to fatisfy myfelf in the feafe. I wounld fappofe that the
author might have wrote it ; ~

Kat p’ oxor’ av 7r5 iy Praxly, oronws waralor,
Avring, wup i warpr xaSeopern xpamw‘zt

Tnpuss’ anSewaraw adixow voow, opg’ amoriop .

Timos azadakias Pagmney. :
‘The only change -that is made in_ the text is of duos
into 7nuos, but the change from therce in the fenfe is
very firong and fignal: When Fuflice is injured, foe, fir:
. C 4 ting
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O when I hear the upright man complain,
And, by his jnjurys, the judge arraign, 355
: If

ting by Jove, immediately exclaims againft buman ini.
quity, that be might then, or at that inflant, punifl the
enormitys of the judges : therefore, ye judges, take beed
to be more righteous, for the iniguity of every oxe falls
upon bis own bead. ‘The words, {o altered, certainly
bear fuch a fenfe; and the Gree#, I think, without any
ftzajn of the language, admits it. Twuos, thew, is an ad-
verb of time, which anfwers to nuos, <wben, the want of
whigh is fupplyed by exe7e, which is the fame fenfe with
Wuot, and by oppe, and avria, by which the connec-
tion is entirely grammatical : and then azorie does not
ﬂ fignify /usy panas do, but likewife punio, ulcifcor,
governs an accufative cafe, as Stephens, and other
Lexicon writers, take notice, and prove by authoritys:
but, as I fayed before, I only fubmit it to judgement. I
will conclude this remark with an obfervation that will
not a little firengthen it ; which is, that the fenfe I
would give this paffage -is exaétly conformable to what
our nﬁet fays, but few verfes before, which are, in your
tranilation, thefe ; - v )

When fuits commence, dithoneft firife the caufe,
Faith violated, and the breach of laws,
Enfue ; the crys of juftice haunt the judge.

. 'This whole note by Mr. Theokald.

¥ 354. O! cwben I bear &c] Plutarch would have
thefe lines left out as blafphemy, and unworthy Hziol.
I muft beg leave to diffent from him. The poet heredays,
with the greateft folemnity, may I nor mine bz juft, if to
be fo is to be unfortunate, and if to be awicked is to be
Juceefiful, as we fee in life it often happens. - I think he
takes a bold fcope, and well folves the obje&ion of Pl-
#arch in this line,
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If to be wicked is to find fuccefs,

Icry, and tobe juft to meet diftrefs,

May I nor mine the righteous path purfue,

But in’reft only ever keep in view : »

But, by reflection better taught, I find 360:
We fee the prefent, to the future blind.

Fruft to the will of Fove, and wait the end,

And good fhall always your good a&s attend.

Thefe do&rines, Perfes, treafure in thy heart,
And never from the paths of juftice part : 365
Never by brutal violence be fway’d ;

But be the will of Fave in thefe obey’d.
In thefe the brute creation men exceed,
They, void of reafon, by each other bleed,
- While man by juftice fhould be keep’d in awe, 370
Juftice of nature, well orddin’d, the law.
Who right efpoufes thro a righteous love,
Shall meet the bounty of the hands of Foves

Axde T2y ¥70 ATz TeAw Jict TEPRIKEPALION:

But this is my comfort, 7 bope it is not by the con jimt q/'
* Jove., Tzetz.

¥ 372. Who ngbt e/poufes &c.] Here tIle Poet has.
a regard to real merit, wifely confidering that.a good
aft is fometimes done, and the author of it. ignorant of
the good he does, therefore confequently void of the me-
rit of it ;. as on the contrary, a man may commit a.
crime without the confent of his will, and is therefor%
guiltlefs. :

C 5‘ - Bea
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But he that will not be by laws confin’d,
Whom not the facrament of oaths can bind, 375
Who, with a willing foul, can juftice leave,
A wound immortal fhall that man receive ;
His houfe’s honour dayly fhall decline :
Fair flourifh fhall the juft from line to line.

O! Perfes, foolith Perfes, bow thine ear 380
To the good counfels of a foul fincere.
To wickednefs the road is quickly found,
Short is the way, and on an eafy ground.
The paths of virtue muft be reach’d by toil,
Arduous, and long, and on a rugged foil, 385
Thorny the gate, but when the top you gzin,
Fair is the future, and the profpet plain.
Far does the man all other men excel,
‘Who, from his wifdom, thinks in all things well,
Wifely confid’ring, to himfelf a friend, 390
All for the prefent beft, and for the end ;

¥ 382. To avickednefs the road &c.] 'The beauty of
this paffuge is admirable ; ‘and it will appear the more fo,
when we confider the truth of the do&rine in this poeti-
cal drefs, ‘The road to what he here calls wickednefs is
foon found ; that is, our appetites are no foener capable
of enjoying their proper objefts, but fuch objefts are
cvery day prefenting themfelves to us ; the way to what
he calls virtue, and which is really fo, is truly rugged,
becaufe we muft refift the diftates of nature, if we con-
fider ourfelves as mere fenfual beings, and reje& thofe
things which would give us immediate pleafure.

Nor
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Nor is the man without his fhare of praife,

Who well the diftates of the wife obeys 3

But he that is not wife himfelf, not can

Harken to wifdom, is a ufelefs man, 395,
Ever obferve, Perfes, of birth divine, - -

My precepts, and the profit fhall be thine ;

Then famine always fhall avoid thy door,

And Ceres, fair-wreath’d goddefs, blefs thy ftore.

The flothful wretch, who lives from laboar free,

Like drones, the robbers of the painful bee,  4or.

Has always men, and gods, alike his foes ;

Him famine follows with her train of woes,

With chearful zeal your mod’rate toils purfue,

That your full barns you may in feafon view. 4¢5;

The man induftrious ftranger is to need,

A thoufand flocks his fertile paftures feed ;

As with the drone with him it will not prove,

Him men and gods behold with eyes of love,

To care-and labour think it no difgrace, 410

Falfe pride! the portion of the fluggard race:

The flothful man, who never work’d before,

Shall gaze with envy on thy growing ftore,

¥ 396. ——DPerfes, of birth divine,] After
the poet has endeavoured to excite his brother to aéts of
juftice, by moral precepts, he reminds him of his birth,
intimating that by aéts of virtue the honour of a family is
fupported. Twretz.. Sce farther in the Life.

C e Like
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Like thee to flourifh, he will fpare no pains ;

For lo! the rich virtue and glory gains. 415
Strictly obferve the wholefome rules I give, -

And, blefs’d in all, thou like a god fhalt live,

Ne'er to thy neighbour’s goods extend thy cares,

Nor be neglectful of thine own affairs,

Let no degen’rate fhame debafe thy mind, 420

Shame that is never to the needy kind ;

The man that has it will continue poor ;

He muft be bold that would enlarge his ftore :

But ravifh not, depcnding on thy might,

Injurious to thy-felf, another’s right. 425

Who, or by open force, or fecret Realth,

Or perjur’d wiles, amaffes heaps of wealth,

Such many are, whom thirft of gain betrays,

The gods, all feeing, fhall o’ercloud his days;

His wife, his children, and his fricnds; {hall dy, 430

And, like a dream, his ill-got riches fly -

Nor Iefs, or to infult the fupplyant’s crys,

. The guilt, or break thro hofpitable tys,

Is there who, by inceftuous paffion led,

Pollutes with joys unclean his brother’s bed, 435

" Y424. But ravifh mot &c] How proper is this,
after he had recommended boldnefs to his brother, left he
fhould miftake that which he defigned as an honeit refolu-
tion boldly purfued, and convert the beft advice to the
pre;udice of others!

Or
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Or who, regardlefs of his tender truft,

To the poor helplefs orphan proves unjuft,

Or, when the father’s fatal day appears,

His body bending thro the weight of years,

A fon who views him with unduteous eyes, 440
And words of comfort to his age denys,

Great Fove vindi@ive fees the impious train,

And, equal to their crimes, inflicts a pain.

Thefe precepts be thy guide thro life to fteer :
Next learn the gods immortal to revere : 44.5%
With unpolluted hands, and heart fincere,

Let from your herd, or flock, an of’ring rife
Of the pure viétim burn the white fat thighs ; %
And ta your wealth confine the facrifice,

Let

¥ 448. Of the pure wiftim &c.J 'The thighs were
offered to the gods, becaufe of the honour due to them,
thofe parts being of greateft fervice to animals in walking,
and generating ; angmt:lcreby, fays Txzetzes, they com-
mended thr.m?e!vu,’and their undertakings, to divine
proteétion. ‘

We find the fame offerings ordained by the Lewitical
laws, tho perhaps not juft on the fame occafion. How
near the ceremonys agreed is uncertain; for here our au-
thor is deficient. We find the fame ftri¢t command in
Lewvitiexs, that the vi€tim fhould be pure. And if his
offering, for a facrifice of peace offering, unto the Lord,

e of the flock male or female, ke fpall offer it awithout
blemif. Chap. 3. Ver. 6. There likewife the fat, and
thofe parts which contribute moft to generation, are more

. particularly appropriated to that wle.  And be foalt offer
an
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Let the rich fumes of -od’rous incenfe fly, 430

A grateful favour, to the pow’rs on high ;

The due libation nor negle& to pay,

When ev’ning clofes, or when dawns the day:

Then fhall thy werk, the gods thy friends, fucceed ;

Then may you purchafe farms, nor fell thro need.
Enjoy thy riches with a lib’ral foul, - 456

Plenteous the feaft, and fmiling be the bowl;

No friend forget, nor entertain thy foe,

Nor let thy neighbour uninvited go.

Happy the man with peace his days are crown’d, 460

Whofe houfe an honeft neighbourhood furround ;

Of foreign harms he never fleeps afraid,

They, always ready, bring their willing aid ;

Chearful, thould he fome bufy preflure feel,

They lend an aid beyond a kindred’s zeal ; 465

an offering made re unto the Lord 5 the fat thereof,
ana’{/;a quale rumﬁ{.{'i Jball be take off hard by the back-
bone i and the fat that covereth the inwards, - and all
the fat that is on the inwards. And the swo Ridneys,
and the fat that is on them, ahich is by the flanks, and’
the caul above the liver, awith the kidneys, it fhall be
take away. - And the prieft fhall burn them on the altar ;
it is the food of the offering made by fire, for a fuveet
Javour. AUl the fat is the Lord’s. Ver. g,.15, 16. And
in the fame book are the offerings of frankincence, and
drink offerings, inftituted. In the /iad of Homér, book
1, the thighs are offered to .4po/lo, -as likewife in the
Odyfes, book 21, and in feveral other parts of thofe two.
poems.

“They
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They never will confpise to blaft his fame 3

Secure he walks, unfully’d his good name:
Unhappy man, whom neighbours ill furround,

His oxen dy oft’ by a treach’rous wound.

Whate’er you borrow of your neighbour’s flore,
Return the fame in weight, if able, more ; 471
So to your felf will you fecure a friend ; :
He never after will refufe to lend.

Whatever by difhoneft means you gain,

You purchafe an equivalent of pain. 475

¥ 470. Whate'er you borrow &c] Our author in his
rules of morality does not recommend an obfervation of
the laws only, but all that may conduce to the true en-
§oyment of life, to ourfelves, our friends, and our neigh-
bours, as liberality, a particular regard to good men, in
our payments to return mare than we borrow; none of
which we are obliged to by any laws: all this therefore
muft proceed from a generous foul, from a knowledge of
the world, and a juft and prudent way of thinking. He
likewife fhews, that to be honeft, to be liberal, is not
only to indulge a noble paflion, but to be friends to our-
felves ; and the rule he lays down in one line is enforced
by the reafon in the next. What an elegant praife is
that Tully gives our poet, when, to commend this paflage,
he ufes the fame words, as near as he can, which he fo
much admires.

Jllud Hefiodeum lavdatar a doftis quod eddem menfurd
reddere jubet, qué acciperis, awt stiam cumulatiore; fi

5o

That pafage of Hefiod is commended by men of learn-
ing, becaufe be commands you never to return lefs than you
borrow, but more, if you are able. '

Te
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To all a love for love return : contend
In virtuous a&ts to emulate your friend.
Be to the good thy favours uncenfin’d ;
- Negle& a fordid, and ingrateful, mind.
From all the gen’rous a refpe@® command, 480
While none regard the bafe ungiving hand:
The man who gives from an unbounded breaft,
Tho large the bounty, is himfelf is blefs’d:
‘Who ravithes another’s right fhall find,
Tho {mall the prey, a deadly fting behind, 485
Content, and honeftly, enjoy your lot,
And often add to that already got ;
From little oft’ repeated much will rife,
And, of thy toil the fruits, falute thine eyes.
How fweet at home to have what life demands, 490
" The juft reward of our induftrious hands,
To view our neighbour’s blifs without defire,
To dread not famine, with her afpe& dire !
Be thefe thy thoughts, to thefe- thy heart incline,
And lo! thefe bleffings thall be furely thine. 495
When at your board your faithful friend you greet,
Without referve, and lib’ral, be the treat :
To ftint the wine a frugal hufband thows,.
When from the middle-of the cafk it flows.
' Do

9 498. To flint the auine &c.] 'The reafon Tzetzery
aud fome other commentators, give for this advice is,
: that
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Do not, by mirth betray’d, your brother truft, soo
Without a witnefs, he may prove unjuft:
Alike it is unfafe for men to be, '
With fome too diffident, with fome too free.

Let not a woman fteal your heart away,
By tender looks, and her apparel gay ; "~ 505
When your abode the languithing enquires,
Command your heart, and quench the kindling fires;
If love fhe vows, ’tis madnefs to beheve,
Turn from the thief, fhe charms but to deceive:
Who does too rafhly in a woman truft, 510
Too late will find the wanton prove unjuft.
Take a chaft matron, partner of your breaft,
Contented live, of her alone poffefs’d ; ’
Then fhall you number many days in peace,
And with your children fee your wealth increafe 3

that wine, when the cafk is firft pierced, is fmall,
next the air, and when low, troubled with dregs; at
both which times, they fay, Hefiod advifes not to be fpar-
ing, the wine not being of much value ; . but when it is
about half out it draws more pure; then is the time to
be frugal. A poor compliment this to his guefts! If fo,
all his former rules of lxberah are deftroyed ; but thefe
ﬁ:ntlemcn muft certainly nuﬂ:l meaning. All that
would recommend is, nottoletour hbera.htymnto
enefs ; and, when the wine is ftrong, not to drink
;0 fszs by which we become enemys to our-felves and -
rie

Then
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Then fhall a duteous careful heir furvive, 516
To keep the honpur of the houfe alive.

If large pofleflions are; in life, thy view,
Thefe precepts, with aflidueus care, purfue. !

© Théend of the firt BOOK.
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The ARGUMENT.

this book the fad inflruéts bis countrymen in the

arts of agriculture, and navigation, and in the
managemest :yf the wintage: bé illuftrates the work
with raral deferiptions, and coneludes with feveral
religidus-precepts, founded on ‘the cuftom and manners
of bis age. :
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Before the fun’s arife illume the morn,
Apply the fickle to the ripen’d corn ;
And when, attendant on the fun’s decline;
They in the ev’ning ®ther only fhine, 5
Then

HEN the Pleiades, of Atlas born, }

¥ 1. When the Pleiades &c.] I fhall firlt obferve
that the poet, very judicioufly, begins his inftruions
with a general direction when to fow and to reap ; which
rule is contained in the two firft lines, but lengthened, in
the tranflation, into feven. This firft main precept is zo
reap aben the Pleiades rife, and to plow <when they fet.

After this he informs his countrymen in their feveral
dutys, at home, and in the fields, For the poetical and
allegorical meaning of the Pleiades, 1 fhall ufe the words
of the Scholiaft on this paffage,

Pleione bore to' Atlas feven daughters; the names of
which we find in the Pbanomena of Aratus. Algyone,
Merope, Celaeno, Electre, Sterope, Taygete, and Maia ;.
but fix of which, fays he, are feen. Thefe being pur-
fued by Orion, who was in love with them, were chang-
ed into doves, and afterwards placed by Fupiter, in the
Zodiac. 'Thus much for the fabulous. Bﬁ Atlas, who

is fayed to fupport the heavens on his fhoulders, is mengd
(]
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Then is the feafon to begin to plow,
To yoke the oxen, .and_prepare to fow:
There is a time when forty dﬁysﬁiey ly,
And forty nights, conceal’d from human eye,
But in the courfe of the revolving year, 10
When the fwain fharps the fcythe, again appear.
This is the rule to the laboriqug fwain, .
Who dwells or near, or diftant from, the main,
*. Whether the fhady vale receives his toil,
And he manures the fat, the inland, foil. 15
Would you the fruits of all your labouss fee,
Or plow, or fow, or reap, fltill naked be;
Then fhall thy barns, hy Ceres blefs’d, appear
Full of the various produce of the year;

the pole, which divides, and determinates, the hemi-
fpheres ; of whom the Pleiades, or feven ftars, and alt
other ftars, are fayed to be born ; becaufe, after the fepa-
ration of the hemifpheres, they appeared. The rifing of
the Pleiades is from the ninth of May, to the three and
twentyeth day of Fune ; the feting of them from the
eighth of Odober to the ninth of December. Tzetz.
What our author means by their rifing and feting I have
endeavoured to explain in my tranflation. '

¥ 8. There is a time &c.] This is, fays Tzeszes,
partly in 4pril, and partly in Mgy; which is occafioned
by the vicinity of the fun to the Pliades at that time.
In April he pafles thro Aries, and in May thro Taurus;
in the middle of which fign thefe ftars are placed. Some,
contrary to Tzeizes, date the rifing of thefe from the be-
ginning of Fune; to which month quite thro May, fay
they, the fun paffes thro Taurus and Gemini.

Nor

- d
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Nor fhall the feafons then behold thee poor, 20
A mean dependant on another’s flore, - - o
Tho, foolith Perfes, bending to thy pray’rs,

I lately hear’d thy plaints, and eas’d thy cares,

On me no lenger for fupplys depend,

For I no more fhall give, no more fhall lend. 25
Labour induftrious, if you would fucceed ; -
That men fhould labour have the gods decreed,
That with our wives and children we may live,
‘Without th’ affiftance that our neighbours give,
That we may never know the pain of mind, 30
To afk for fuccour, and no fuccour find : . v
Twice, thrice, perhaps, they may your wants fupply;
But conftant beggars teach them to deny ;

Then wretched may you beg, and beg again,

And ufe the moving force of words in vain, 35
Such ills to thun, my counfels.lay to heart ; ,
Nor dread the debtor’s chain, nor hunger’s fmart.
A houfe, and yoke of oxen, firft provide,

A maid to guard your herds, and then a bride ;

¥ 22. Tho, foolifb Perfes, ¢c.] It is evident from
thefe, and other, lines, that tho Perfes had defsauded
his brother of his right, he was foon reduced to want his:
affiftance. It may not be impertinent here to abferye,
that Hefiod, in feveral of his moral precepts, had his eye-
on the prefent circumftances of his brother; as in 5
firft book, ¥ 431, fpeaking of the wicked, L

like a dream his ill got rickes fiy.

The

1
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The houfe be furnifh’d as thy need demands, 40
Nor want to borrow from a neighbour’s hands.
While to fupport your wants abroad you roam,
Time glides away, and work ftands ftill at home.
Your bus’nefs ne’er defer from day to day,
Sorrows and poverty attend delay ; 45
But lo! the careful man fhall always find
Encreafe of wealth according to his mind.

When the hot feafon of the year is o’er
That draws the toilfome fweat from ev’ry pore,
When o’er our heads th’ abated planet rolls 5o
A fhorter eourfe, and vifits diftant poles,
When Fove defcends in fhow’rs upon the plains,
And the parch’d earth is cheer’d with plenteous rains,
When human bodys feel the grateful change,
And lefs a burden to themfelves they range, 55
When the tall foreft theds her foliage round,
And with autumnal verdure ftrews the ground,
The bole is incorrupt, the timber good ;
Then whet the founding ax to fell the wood.

- ¥ §9. Then cwhet the founding ax &c.] The wood
that is-felled at this time of the year may be preferved
imputrid, the moifture having been dryed away by the
heat of the weather ; which renders it firm and durable;
but if felled with the moifture in the trunc, or bole, it
rots. Trerx. ;

Provide
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Provide a mortar three feet deep, and ftrong ; 60
And let the piftil be three cubits long.
One foot in length next let the mallet be,
Ten fpans the wain, feven feet her axeltree;
Of wood four crooked bits the wheel compofe,
And give the length three fpans to each of thofe. 65
From hill or field the hardeft holm prepare,
To cut the part in which yeu place the thare;
Thence your advantage will be largely found,
With that your oxen long may tear the ground ;
And next, the fkilful hufbandman to fhow, 70
Faft pin the handle to the beam below :
Let the draught-beam of fturdy oak be made,
And for the handle rob thé laurel thade ;
Or, if the laurel you refufe to fell,-
Seek out the elm, the elm will ferve as well. 75
Two plows are needful ; one let art beftow,
And one let nature to the fervice bow ; .
If

¥ 60. Provide a mortar &c.] Some think this wag
for the fame ufe of a mill : if fo, an argument may be
brought, from the invention of mills, for the antiquity of
Hefiod, who does mot mention one in any of his writ-

Ings.

¥ 76. Tawo ploavs are meedful ; &c.] On the plows
here mentioned, avloyvor kat antlov, Grewvius has =z
learned note, from the fcholiatt of Apollonius Rhodius s
the firft he and other commentators interpreta plow made

of a wood that inclines, by nature, to a plow-tail : fays
D one,
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If ufe, or accident, the firft deftroy,
Its fellow in the furrow’d field employ.

Yoke from the herd two fturdy males, whofe age
Mature fecures them from each other’s rage ; 81
For if too young they will unruly grow,
Unfinifh’d leave the work, and break the plow
Thefe, and your labour fhall the better thrive,

Let a good plowman, yeard to forty, drive; 85
And fee the careful hufbandman be fed

With plenteous morfels, and of wholefome bread :
The flave, who numbers fewer days, you’ll find
Carelels of work, and of a rambling mind ;
Perhaps, negleGful to direct the plow, 90
He in one furrow twice the feed will fow.

Obferve the crane’s departing flight in time,
Who yearly foars to feek a fouthern clime,
Confcious of cold ; when the fhrill voice you hear,
Know the fit feafon for the plow is near; 95
Then he for whom no oxen graze the plains,

‘With aking heart, beholds the winter rains ;

one, aratrum quod habet dentale folidum et adnatum, non
afixum. Tzetzes takes no notice of this paflage, See
the View.
¥ 94. When ker forill «woice &c.] 'The crane is a
very fearful and tender bird, and foon fenfible of cold
and heat, and, thro the weight of its body, eafyly feels
the qu’xhty of the upper air, - while flying ; which occa-
fions her fcreaming in cold weather, left fhe fhould fall.
Tzetz.
Be

gy
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Be mindful then the fturdy ox to feed,

And careful keep within the ufeful breed.

You fay, perhaps, you will intreat a friend 100

A yoke of oxen, and a plow, to lend:

He your requeft, if wife, will thus refufe,

I have but two, and thofe I want to ufe ;

To make a plow great is th’ expence and care;

Al thefe you fhould, in proper time, prepare. 105

Reproofs like thefe avoid ; and, to behold

Your fields bright waving with their ears of gold,

Let unimprov’d no hour, in feafon, fly,

But with your fervants plow, or wet, or dry

And in the fpring again to turn the foil 110

Obferve ; the fummer fhall reward your toil.

While light and freth the glebe infert the grain;

Then fhall your children {mile, nor you complain.
Prefer with zeal, when you begin to plow, .

To Fove terrene, and Ceres chaft, the vow; 115

Then

¥ 114. Prefer awith zeal, &c.] Hefiod keeps up an air
of piety quite thro his poem, which, as Mr. 44di/fon ob-
ferves in his Efzy on the Georgic, fhould be always main-
tained. Tzerzes tells us Zevs xfonog is Bacchus 3 and the
reafon for his being joined with Ceres, is, becaufe they
were in Zgypt together, where they inftrufted men in
the art of tillage, and planting. It is not unreafonable
to imagine the poet fhould inveke Bacchus and Ceres,
who are the two deitys which prefide over the harveft
and the vintage, two great fubjets of this book : but the
D2 learned
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Then will the rural deitys regard

Your welfare, and your piety reward,

Forget not, when you fow the grain, to mind
That a boy follows with a rake behind ;

And ftri&kly charge him, as you drive, with care, 120
The feed to cover, and the birds to fcare.

Thro ev’ry tafk, with diligence, employ

Your ftrength; and in that duty be your joy;

-

learned Grewius has put it out of difpute that it is Pluto.
Zeus xfovsos, fays he, is the infernal Fupiter ; by xOovia
the Greeks mean’d u?g;xﬂomz, awbhat is under ground. This
he illuftrates by many authoritys, and proves florsoe Seoe
to be infernal gods. We find many infcriptions, conti-
nues he, XOONIOIS ©EOIS, in other places
Seots u’}a.xﬂorm;. We fee in antient monuments %y ovios
¥puns infernal Mercury, becaufe he drives the fouls of
the departed to the fhades below. _Z/chylus calls Pluto
Zeus renpnnotaw, the Jupiter of the dead ;s and Hefiod,
likewife, in his Theogony, ftiles him Seos fovsos ; and the
Furys are called, by Euaripides, .xlovet Seas infernal
goddeffes.  Now let us examine why Pluto is invoked by
the husbandmen ; he was believed to be author of all the
riches which come out of the earth, This we have in a
hymn to Pluto afcribed to Orpheus :

TIasrodoTar evemy Peoteny napmors sviavrer.

The giver of riches to buman race in annual fruits : and
- -CiCERO, de naturé deorum, thus accounts for it, guod
recidant omnia in terras, & oriuntur é terris, becaufe all
things muft be reduced to, and arife from, the earth.
Thus far Grewvius; and Valla, in his tranflation, has
took it iu the fame fenfe : Plutonem, in primis, we-
werare.

And,
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And, to avoid of life the greateft ill,

Never may floth prevail upon thy will : 125

(Blefs’d who with order their affairs difpofe !

But rude confufion is the fource of woes !)

Then fhall you fee, Olympian Fove your friend,

With pond’rous grain the yellow harveft bend ;
_Then of Arachne’s web the veflels clear, 130

To hoard the produce of the fertile year.

Think then, o! think, how pleafant will it be,

At home an annual fupport to fee,

To view with friendly eyes your neighbour’s ftore,
And to be able to relieve the poor. " 135
Learn now what feafons for the plow to fhun:

Beneath the tropic of the winter’s fun
' Be

¥ 128. Then foall you fee, &c.] Eu Teros avros ome-
ey OAvumios edAov exalot, is one line in the original 3
the conltrution of which is, if beaven fball afteravards
grant you a good end. The natural interpretation of which
1s, tha:nfrorr ‘pams may be taken fort he tillage, but,
if an unlucky feafon fhould happen, the labour of the
hufbandman is fruftrated.

¥ 137. Beneath the tropic &c.] After the poet has
taught his countrymen what feafons to plow and fow in,
he teaches them what to avoid ; which are all the days
in the winter tropic, or what the Larins call folftice,
From the feting of Sagitta, and the rifing of Equxs, to
the rifing of the Pleiades, which is from the eighth de-
gree of Aries to the feventh of Cancer, the vernal equi-
nox begins and ends. From the rifing of the Pleiades,
which is from the eighth d]e)gree of Cancer, to the nﬁngf

3 o
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Be well obfervant not to turn the ground,

For fmall advantage will from thence be found :
How will you figh when thin your crop appears, 140
And the fhort ftalks fupport the dufty ears!

Your fcanty harveft then, in bafkets prefs’d,

Will, by your folly, be your neighbour’s jeft:
Sometimes indeed it otherwife may be;

But who th’ effe& of a bad caufe can fee ? 145
If late you to the plowman’s tafk accede,

The fymptoms thefe the later plow muft fpeed.
When firft the cuckoo from the oak ycu hear,

In welcome founds, foretel the fpring-time near,
If fove, the plowman’s friend, upon the plains, 150
Three days and nights, defcends in conftant rains,
‘Till on the furface of the glebe the tidé

Rife to that height the ox’s hoof may hide,

Then may you hope your flore of golden grain
Shall equal his who earlyer turn’d the plain. 155
Obferve, with care, the precepts I impart,

And may they never wander from thy heart ;

of Aréturus and Capricorn, is the fummer folftice, of one.
hundred and twenty four days. From the rifing of 4rc-
turus and Capricorn, to the feting of the Pleiades and
Orion, is the autumn equinox, of fifty fix days. From
the feting of the Pleiades and Orion, to the feting of Sa-
gitta, and the rifing of Equus, is the winter folftice of
an hundred days. Tzetz,

Then



Book II. WoRrks and Days. 53

Then fhall you know the thow’rs what feafons bring,
And what the bus’nefs of the painted fpring.

In that bleak, and dead, feafon of the year, 166
‘When naked all the woods, and flelds, appear,
When nature lazy for a while remains,

And the blood almoft freeZes in the veins,

Avoid the public forge where wretches fly

Th’ inclement rigour of the winter fky : 165
‘ Thither

¥ 164. Avoid the public forge &c.] Grewius changes
the common Latin tranflation of this paflage, Hneam fe-
dem, into oficinam mrariam, or, ferrariam, which is
apparently right to all who underftand the author. Thefe
forges, with the Acgas, were places,always open to poor
people, where they uled to fleep. Proclus, in his re-
marks on this verfe, fays, at one time, in Athens, were
three hundred and fixty of thefe public places. ©@wwrus is
the fame with duss; in this fenfe our poet ufes it in
another place : ®evyew d'e grscpes Swiss, fly the open
boufes, or fbady places ; hence Swnew fignitys to loiter,
or goffip in any place ; and hence Swres, rxalnas, and
opiré, become fynonimous. Diczarchus gives this cha-
ralter of the Athenians, a people, fays he, much in-
clined to vain prating, a lurking, fycophantic, crew, very
inquifitive after the affairs of other people. Thus much
from Grewvius. Thefe places, in one fenfe, are not un-
like the tonfirine, or barbets-thops, of the Romans,’
where all the idle people affembled ; which were once re-
markable, and are now in feveral places, among us, for
being the rendezvous of idle folks. In this fenfe Frifius
-feems to take this paflage : fabrorum witato focos, nu-
gafque calentes, &c. This fame cuftom of loitering, and
gofliping, at a barber’s fhop, was notorious too at Atbens,
as we may learn from the P%tu: of Ariftophanes.

4
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Thither behold the flothful vermin ftray,
And there in idle talk confume the day 3
Half-ftarv’d they fit, in evil confult join’d,
And, indolent, with hope buoy up their mind ;
Hope that is never to the hungry kind ! 170
Labour in feafon to encreafe thy ftore,
And never let the winter find thee poor :
"Thy fervants all employ till fummer’s pafs’d,
For tell them fummer will not always laft.

The month all hurtful to the lab’ring kine, 175
In part devoted to the god of wine,

Demands

Ob wesbopats
Kat 700 Aoyos 3 w9, m 7° Hparaed, @woAvs
E@t 7004 novpétargs 7wy xelbnuerey.

By Hercules, I awould not believe it, if it awas the com-
mon talk among the idle fellows, in the barbers-fbops.

The laft part of this note, from Ariflaphanes, by
Mr. Theobald.

¥ 175. The month all burtful &c.] Here begins a
lively and poetical defcription. The coming of the north
wind, the effet it has on the land, water, woods, man,
and beaft, is naturally, and beautyfully, painted. The
incidents of the fheep, and the virgin, are ridiculed, by
" Mr, Addifon, in his eflag on the Georgic, as mean. I
muft beg leave to diffent from that great writer." The
reprefentation of their comfortable condition ferves to en-
liven the piture of the diftrefs of the other creatures,
who are more expofed to the inclemency of the weather.
All this is carryed on with great judgement ; the poet
goes not out of the country for images; he tells us
not of the havoc that is made in towns by ftorms. Thatt:‘
. o

.
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Demands your utmoft care ; when raging forth, -
O’er the wide feas, the tyrant of the north,
Bellowing thro Thrace, tears up the lofty woods,
Hardens the earth, and binds the rapid floods. 180
The mountain oak, high tow’ring to the fkys,,

Torn from his root acrofs the valley lys ;

Wide fpreading ruin threatens all the fhore, .

Loud groans the earth, and all the forefts roar :

And now the beaft amaz’d, from him that reigns 185
Lord of the woods to thofe which graze the plains, .
Shiv’ring the piei'cing blaft; affrighted, flys,

And guards his tender tail betwixt his thighs.

Now nought avails the roughnefs of the bear,

The ox’s hide, nor the goat’s length of hair, 190
Rich in their fleece, alone the well cloath’d fold
Dread not the bluft’ring wind, nor fear the cold, .
The man, who could ere& fupport his age,..
Now bends relu@ant to the north-wind’s rage:-
From accidents like thefe the tender maid, 195"
Free and fecure, of ftorms nor winds afraid,

of the Polypus is a very proper circumftance, and not fo--
reign to a rural defcription, - Valla and Frifius differ in

their names of this month ; one will have it to be De-

cember, and the other Fanuary: be it either of which,.
it is plain from hence it was the month in which the

Greeks celebrated the feaft of Bacchus, HEesiop calls it :
Anrauaw, from one of the names of that deity.

Ds  Lives,
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Lives, nurtur’d chaft beneath her mother’s Eye,
Unhurt, unfully’d, by the winter’s fky ;

Or now to bathe her lovely limbs fhe goes,

Now rou:d the fair the fragrant ointment flows 3 200
Beneath the virtuous roof fhe fpends the nights,
Stranger to golden Venus, and her rites.

Now does the bonelefs Polypus, in rage,

Feed on his feet, his hunger to aflwage ;

The fun no more, bright fhining in the day, 205
Dire&s him in the flood to find his prey ;

O’er fwarthy nations while he fiercely gleams,
Greece feels the pow’r but of his fainter beams.
Now all things have a diff’rent face below 3

The beafts now fhiver at' the falling fnow ; 210
Thro woods, and thro the fhady vale, they run

To various haunts, the pinching cold to fhun ;
Some to the thicket of the foreft flock,

And fome, for fhelter, feek the hollow rock,

¥ 203. Now does the bonelefs &c.] The original,
which I have tranflated Po/ypus from the example of every
Latin verfion, and commentator, is avos¢os, which figni-
fys any thing that is donelefs. The Scholiaft tells us,
from Pliny book g, the Pofpus in the fevere winter fea-
fons Leeps in his cave, and gnaws his feet, thro hunger;
and Tzetzes fays many of them have been found with
maimed feet. From thefe accounts we may reafonably
conclude what Hefiod calls aroscos to be the fame fith.

A winter

y
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A winter garment now demands your care, 2I5

To guard the body from th’ inclement air ;

Soft be the inward veft, the outward ftrong,

And large to wrap you warm, down reaching long :

Thin lay your warf, when you the loom prepare,

And clofe to weave the woof no labour fpare. 220

‘The rigour of the day a man defys, '

Thus cloath’d ; nor fees his hairs like briftles rife.

Next for your feet the well hair’d fhoes provide,

Hairy within, of a found ox’s hide,

A kid’s foft {kin over your fhoulders throw,  22%

Unbhurt to keep you from the rain or fnow 3

And for your head a well made cov’ring get,

To keep your ears fafe from the cold and wet,

¥ 215. A cwinter garment &c.] Here is a defcrip-
tion of the old Greecian habit for men in winter. The
foft tunic is an under garment, the other a fort of a loofe
coat to wrap round the body, which he informs you
how to make. The warf is that. part of the loom, when
fet, which the fhuttle goes thro ; the woof is the thread
which comes from the fhuttle in weaving. To keep the
neck warm he advifes to throw the fkin of fome beaft
crofs the fhoulders. The covering for the head was a
thick cap, which came quite over the cars. From his
mentioning nothing elfe in particular, we may imagine
the fhoes compleated the drefs. Le Clerc, on this pla:ce;
merryly obferves, that the earneft direttions for making
the winter drefs favour very much of old age in the poet :
but I muft beg leave to remark that fome allowance is
to be made for the bad clime of his country, of, which
we find himfeif giving a wretched charater. . '
‘ D6 When
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When o’er the plains the north exerts his {fway,
From his fharp blafts piercing begins the day ; 230
Then from the fky the morning dews defcend,

And fruitful o’er the happy lands extend.

The waters by the winds convey’d on high,

From living ftreams, in early dew-drops ly 2%
Bright on the grafs ; but if the north-wind fwells,
With rage, and thick and fable clouds compels,
They fall in ev’ning ftorms upon the plain:

And now from ev’ry part, the lab’ring fwain }
Farefees the danger of the coming rain; )
Leaving his work, panting behold him fcow’r 240
Homeward, inceflant to outrun the fhow’r, ’
This manth commands your care, of all the year,
Alike to man and beaﬁ,' the moft fevere:

'The ax’s provender be ftinted now ;

But plenteous meals the hufbandman allow; 24%

For

¥ 233. Tbe awaters by the winds &c.} Hence we
-may learn the opinion of the antients concerning the
dew. Says Tzetzes, a cloud contrafted from humid va-
urs extenuates into wind : if the vapours are thin they
defcend in dew ; but, if thick, they condenfe, and fall in rain.
I fhall recommend to thofe who would inform them-
felves better in the nature of thefe bodys, and how they
att on each other, Dr. WoopwarD’s Natural Hiflory
of the Earth, in the third part of which thefe fubjeéts

are judicioufly treated of,
¥ 244. The ox's provender &c.] 'The reafon the
Scholiaft gives for ftinting the provender of the oxen,th at
is
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For the long nights but tedious pafs away.

Thefe rules obferve while night fucceeds the day,

Long as our common parent, earth fhall bring

Her various offsprings forth to grace the fpring.
When, from the tropic of the winter’s fun, 250

Thrice twenty daysand nights their courfe have run,

And when Aréturus leaves the main to rife

A ftar, bright thining in the ev’ning fkys,

Then prune the vine : ’tis dang’rous to delay

Till with complaints the fwallow breaks the day. 253

this time, is becaufe the days are at the fhorteft; there-
fore they are not kep'd fo much to labour as in fome
other parts of the year, but they fleep moft of their time
away, and therefore are recruited by reft. The cafe is
not the fame.with the hufbandmen ; their labour is ‘not
lefened, and they require the more food, the more rigo-
rous the weather.

¥ 250. When, from the tropic &c.] The feting of
the Pleiades is from the eighth of O&ober to the ninth
of December. The winter {olftice continues an hundred
days after ; and, according to the poet, Arfurus rifes
fixty days after the winter folftice. The ufe of pruning
the vines, at this time, muft be to cut off the leaves
which fhade the grapes from the fun.

¥ 255. Till awith complaints &c.] The poet calls it
@ardronts yeardwr, alluding to the ftory of Progne, and
Philomela, the daughters of Pandion king of Athens ;
the latter of which was marryed to Teress king of Thrace,
who was in love with her fifter Progme, whom he de-
bauched, and afterwards cut out her tongue. She was
turned into a fwallow. The flory is told at large by
Owid, in his Metamorphofes, book 6.

When
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‘When with their domes the flow-pac’d fnails retreat,
Beneath fome foliage, from the burning heat
Of the Pleiades, your tools prepare;
The ripen’d harveft then demands your care.
Now fly the jocund fhades, your morning fleep, 260
And conftant to their work your fervants keep;
All other pleafures to your duty yield ;
The harveft calls, hafte early to the field.
The morning workman always beft fucceeds ;
The morn the reaper, and the trav’ler, fpeeds: 265
But when the thiftle wide begins to fpread,
And rears in triumph his offenfive head,

When

¥ 256. When avith their domes &c.] The Greek
word, which I have tranflated frails, is gepsoxos, Which
literally fignifys any animal that carrys its houfe about
with it. The poet here fays it is ume to begin the
harveft, when the ground is fo exceffive hot that the
fnail, or gepeornos, cannot bear it.
¥ 269. The grafshopper &c.] It is remarkable that
Virgil, and other Latin poets, generally ufe the epithet
rauca to Cicada ; whereas the Greeks defcribe the 7¢71iE as
a mufical creatare, — Te7 iy 05 c7es Toge pepTepor ad'ess.
Theoe. 1dyl. 1.
You fing fweeter than a grafshopper.
Maxapilousy o2, Te1liE,
07t Sevd'pran e7° arcor,
Orryw dpocoy wemanws,
Bacinevs orws, aedes. Anacreon.
Grafshopper, ave bail thee bl fi'd,
In thy Ity foady nefl,
Hatpy
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When in the fhady boughs, with quiv’ring wings,
The grathopper all day continual fings, ‘
The

Happy, merry, as a king,
Siping deaw, you fip and fing.
We have a fuller defcription of this creature in the
ppieldof HERCULES:

The feafon when the grafshopper begun

To welcome with his fong the fummer fun s
With bis black wings be flys the melting day
Beneath the fbade, bis feat a werdant fpray;
He early aith the morn exerts his woice,
Him mortals bear, and as they hear rejoice ;
All day they bear him from bis cool retreat ;
The tender dew his drink, the dew bis meat.

I muft here take notice that the grafshopper, in the

original, is nyere 7e7E.
¥ The greek poets, agreeing thus in their defcription of
‘this creature, give me reafon to believe the common tranf-
lation of this word into Cicada #s falfe. Henry Stephens,
and others, give us an account of the Cicada, and Acheta,
the latter of which, fay they, is the finger ®*. 'The follow-
ing colle&tion, concerning this creature, by Mr. Theobal/d.
‘The nyera 75771?, or male finging grafshopper, has
Afuch propertys afcribed to it, by the antients, as ought
to leave us greatly in doubt whether it could be the fame
animal which we now call by that name. I will fubjoin
- what I have met with in authors concerning it, and think
the contents of fuch extra&ts may ftand for reafons. Hcfiod,
Anacreon, Theocritus, Ariflophanes, &c. all concur to
‘celebrate the fweetnefs of its note: and the old Scholiaft
upon Ariflophanes particularly acquaints us that the Arbe-
niaxs, of the moft early times, wore golden grafshoppers
in their hair; becaufe, being a mufical animzl, it was
facred to Apollo who was one of their tutelar deitys, I
can remember but a fingle paffage, that contains 1.}ny
1 thing
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The feafon when the dog refumes his reign, 270
‘Woeakens the nerves of man and burns the brain,
- Then

thing fpoken in derogation of the melody of the 7e7]if,
and thal:ois from Simﬁ?de;, as quoted by Atheneus. Tng

€leos 7e7]iyes. Lib. 15. cap. 8. Cafaubon renders it,
guam cicale modorum nefcie, and tells us that the
76771945 here ftand for bad poets, or bad fingers. The ut-
moft talent, I think, of our grafshoppers now known, is
- an acute, but not over grateful, chirping.

lian, in particular, de animal. inftances, among the
preferences that nature gives to the male fex in animals,
the finging of the male grafshoppers: and, in another
place, he feems to rank them with birds; for all the
other birds that are vocal, fays he, exprefs their found,
like man, with the mouth ; but the tone of the 777/ is
by the verberation of a little membrane about the loins.

Arifiatle does not give us much light upon the que-
ftion : he fays, aepr {waw, lib. 5. there are two forts of
7e71y56, a larger, and a {maller fort, that the large and
vocal fpecies were called ay¢7as, but the fmall 7¢77s
ooma, and fubjoins, that no 7¢7l196¢ are to be found,
where no trees are; a point that will prefently fall under
confideration.

But we learn fomething farther from Elian, de ani-
mal. lib. 12. that thefe 're'r'llys; were not only more vo-
cal than what are now met with, but of a fize big enough
to be fold for food; that there was likewife a fea-grafs-
hopper, if we are to call it fo, of the bignefs of é?:all
crab or cray-filh, which made fome noife when ever it
was taken. 7. 13. Thefe, indeed, were feldom made
ufe of for food, by reafon of a fingular fuperftition: for
the Serephians payed them fuch uncommon homage, as
to bury, and weep over, any of them which dyed, be-
caufe they efteemed them facred to Perfeus the fan of Fu-
piter: there is another circumftance, aflerted by a num-
ber of authors, in which the 7¢77ry¢¢ differed from our

B - . gm{s‘

-

)
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Then-the fat flefh of goats is wholefome food,
And to the heart the gen’rous wine is good ;
Then

grafshoppers, and that is, of their fiting and finging in
trees. It is evident, fays Euflathius, ad lliad. 3. that
the 7¢7]r) ¢ fing aloft ; for a great part of their fongs come
from the branches of trees, and not from the ground.
This neceflaryly brings me to remember, {ays he, that
fymbolical threatning, which a certain prince fent to
his enemys, that he would make their 7¢7]i¢ fing on the
round ; meaning, that he would cut down their trees,
and lay their country wafte : Ariffotle aweps pnropinns,
and Demetrius meps epunveias, both record this expref-
fion, but afcribe it to different perfons : and that may be
the reafon Euffathius names no particular perfon for it:
nor did thefe 7¢77ip¢¢ fing only upon fhrubs and buthes,
but on the tops of the moft lofty trees. Archias, in his
epigram, wid. Anthol. Grec, mentions the 7e7]if ﬁ:f:g
upon the green boughs of the flourithing pjtchtree ;
Leonidas, in another which immediately follows, gives
an epithet alluding to its nefting in the oak, dYfuoxorre
7¢7]ey. '
Lattly, another circumftance, in which the 7¢77r)¢s alfo
differed from our grafshoppers, is, that our only hop and
fkip lightly, the other feem to have had a power of fly-
ing like birds. _Elian, de animal. lib. g, gives us more
than a fufpicion of this, or tells us a very ridiculous ftory,
if he did not believe it. He begins with informing us, -

_ that the 75771)4; both of Rbegium and Locri, if they were

removed out of their own confines into the other, became
entirely mate; a change, that nature only could account
for. He fubjoins to this, that as Rbegium and Lecri are
feparated by a {mall river, tho the diftance from bank to
bank was not, at moft, above an acre’s breadth, thefe
7e¢7lines never fly over [s fsamerorlas) to the oppofite
bank. Paufanias, Hitaxwr 2, (who gives us the name
of this river, Caecinus,) puts a différent turn upon‘t ot;\?;
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‘Then nature thro the fofter fex does move,

And ftimulates the fair to acts of love: 275

Then in the fhade avoid the mid-day fun,

Where zephyrs breathe, and living fountains run ;

There pafs the fultry hours, with friends, away,

And frolic out, in harmlefs mirth, the day ;

With country cates your homely table fpread, 280

The goat’s new milk, and cakes of milk your bread;

The fleth of beeves, which broufe the trees, your meat;

Nor fpare the tender flefh of kids to eat

“With Byblian wine the rural feaft be crown’d ;

Three parts of water, let the bowl go round. 285
Forget

-

ftory of thefememorable 7¢7]ip s, that thofe on the fide of
Locri were as fhrill as any whatever, but that none of thofe
within the territorys of Rbegium were -ever vocal. So
much for grafshoppers; I thought what is mentioned by
our poet, concerning the fweetnefs of their voice, and
}heir perching on trees, might make this note necef- '

ar){ 284. Byblian awize &c.] The Scholiaft tells us this
wine took its name from a country in Thrace abounding
with fine wines. A4rmenidas is of the fame opinion ; and
‘Epicharmus fays it is fo called from the Byblian hills, This

is mentioned in the catalogue of wines which Pbilinas

gives us; wix. the Leian, Chian, Thafian, Bybliax,

and Mendgan. Theocritus, in his fourteenth Idy//ium,
calls it the fine flavoured Byblian. Le Clere. ‘
¥ 285. Three parts of water, &c.] The Greeks never l
accuftomed themfelves to drink their wine unmixed. |
When Ulyfes parted from Calypfo, Homer tells us, he
took with him one weffel of avine, and another large on}
9

-
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Forget not, when Orion firft appears,
To make your fervants threfh the facred ears;
Upon the level floor the harveft lay, :
Where a foft gale may blow the chaff away ;
Then, of your labour to compute the gain, 290
Before you fill the veflels, mete the grain,
Sweep up the chaff, to make your work compleat ;
The chaff, and ftraw, the ox and mule will eat.
When in the year’s provifion you have lay’d,
Take home a fingle man, and fervant-maid; 29§
Among your workmen let this care be fhown
To one who has no manfion of his own.
Be fure a fharp-tooth’d cur well fed to keep,
Your houfe’s guard, while you in fafety fleep. -
The harveft paf’d, and thus by @eres blef’d, 300
Unyoke the beaft, and give your fervants reft.

L]

of water. MENANDER fays; 7peis vdazos o 4 era
povoy, three of awater; and but one of wwine. BARNES’s
Homer. In the fourth book of the Iliad we find 4ga-
memnon complimenting Jdomeneus in this manner : '

Tho all the reft with flated rules we bound,
Urmix'd, unmeafur'd, are thy goblets crown'd. ,
Pork.

¥ 292, Sweep up the chaff, &c.] This at firft feems
abfurd, to advife to f up the chaff, after they had
threfhed in a place where tge wind blowed it away; but
we are to take notice, that the time for threfhing is when
a foft gale blows, fufficient only to feparate the chaff from

the corn. ’ . : :
Orian
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Orion and the Dog, each other nigh,
Together mounted to the midmoft fky,
When in the rofy morn Aréturus thines,
Then pluck the clufters from the parent vines ; 305
Forget not next the ripen’d grapes to lay
Ten nights in air, nor take them in by day ;
Five more remember, ’¢’re the wine is made,
Tolet them ly, to mellow in the fhade ;
And in the fixth brifkly yourfelf employ, 310
To cafk the gift of Bacchus, fire of joy.
Next, in the round, do not to plow forget,
When the feven virgins, and Orion, fet:
Thus an advantage always fhall appear,
In ev’ry labour of the various year. 313
* If oer your mihd prevails the love of gain,
And tempts you to the dangers of the main, - -
et

» 302. Crion, and the Dog £7c.] As the bufynefs of
agriculture is to be minded from the rifing and feting of
the Pleiades, that of the vintage is from the appearance
of Arcturs ; when it appears in the evening the vines are
to be pruned, and when in the morning the grapes are to
be gathered. This, according to the Scholiaft, is fome
time after the ninth of Augus. :

¥ 312. Next, in the round, &c.] Here the poet ends
the labours of the year, fo far as relates to the harveft
and the vintage, concluding with his firft infru&ion
founded on the feting of the Pleiades. For the ftory of
Orion, who was changed into a conftellation, and the
Plejades, look on the note to the firft line of this book. 1

¥ 316. If der your mind &c.] The direftions for the
management of the veffels, to haul them on lhor;e),l oéli
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Yet in her harbour fafe the veflel keep,
When ftrong Orion chaces to the deep :
The virgin flars; then the winds war aloud, 320
And veil the ocean with a fable cloud :
Then round the bark, already haul’d on fhore,
Lay ftones, to fix her when the tempefts roar;
But firft forget not well the keel to drain ;
And draw the pin to fave her from the rain. 325
Furl the thip’s wings, her tackling home convey,
And o’er the fmoke the well made rudder lay,
With patience wait for a propitious gale,
And a calm feafon to unfurl the fail ;
Then launch the fwift wing’d veffel on the main, 330
With a fit buyden to return with gain..
S0 our poor father toil’d his hours away,
Careful to live in the unhappy day ;
He, foolith Perfes, fpent no time in vain,
But fled misfortunes thro the wat’ry plain; 335"
He, from Zolian Cuma, th’ ocean pafs’d,
Here, in his fable bark, arriv’d at laft.

: Not

block them round with ftones, to keep them fteady, to
drain the keel, 5. and the particular inftruions for the
voyage, fhew their fhips not to have been very large,
nor their commerce very extenfive. 'The largeft man of
war, mentioned by Homer, in the Greecian fleet, carry-
ed but one hundred and twenty men. '
¥ 336. Zolian Cuma, &Fc.] The Lolian ifles took
their name from .Zo/ss their king, who was a great ma- -
. thematician,
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Not far from Helicon he fix’d his race,
In Afera’s village, miferable place!
How comfortlefs the winter feafon there ! 340
And cheerlefs, Afcra, is thy fummer air.
O! Perfes, may'ft thou ne’er forget thy fire,
But let thy breaft his good example fire:
The proper bus’nefs of each feafon mind; -
Ando! be cautious when you truft the wind. 345
* If large the veflel, and ber lading large,
And if the feas prove faithful to their charge,
Great are] your gains ; but, by one evil blaft,
Away your hopes are with your venture caft.
If diligent to live, from debtors free, . 350
You rafhly are refolv’d to trade by feay
To my inftrutions an attention pay,
And learn the courfes of the liquid way ;
Tho nor to build, nor guide, a fhip I know,
I'll teach you when the founding main to plow. 355

thematician, for his time, and fkillful in marine affairs;
for which he was afterwards called god of the avinds.
Tzerz. Itisnot unlikely that H{od ufed this epithet
Aolian to diftinguifh this city where his father lived, from
Cuma in Ital;, famous for the birth of .the {ybil of that
name. :

¥ 339. Afcra’s willage; &c.] Afera is mountainous and
windy ; where the fnow, that is on the mountains, often
melts, and overflows the country. Tzetz.

Once

-
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Once I have crofs’d the deep, and not before,
Nor fince, from Aulis to Eubeea’s thore,
From Aulis, where th’ aflembled Greeks lay bound,
All arm’d, for Troy, for beauteous dames renown’d:
At Chalcis, there, the youth of noble mind, 360
For fo their great forefather had injoin’d,
The games decreed, all facred to the grave -
Of king Amphidamas, .the wife and brave ;
A viQor there in fong the prize I bore,
A well ear’d tripod, . to my native fhore; 365

¥ 356. Once I hawve crofi'd ihe decp, &c.] When we
confider this pofitive declaration of his travels, which
feems, as I obferv’d before, as if he defigned to prevent
miftakes, and that Baotiz and Eubaa are both iflands,
we cannot in the leaft difpute his being a Barotian born.

¥ 365. A aell ear'd tripod &c.] The honour here
payed to poetry is very great; for we find the tripod the
reward only of great and confiderable a&ions. Agamem-
non, in the eighth book of the I/iad, feeing the gallant
and wonderful exploits of Zeucer, promifes, if they take
Troy, to give him a tripod, as the meed of his valour:
and, among other things, the tripod is offer’d to Achilles,
to regain his friendthip, when he had left the field. * Pau-
Sanias, book 5, gives us an account of the funeral games
in honour to Pelias, wiz. the chariot-race, the quoiting the
difcus, the boxing awith the ceeftus, &c. awbere Jafon, Pe-
leus, and other beros of the age, contended, and the viltor
in each had a tripod for his reward®. 'l'ripods were for
various ufes; fome were confecrated to the fervice of re-
ligion, fome ufed as feats, fome as tables, and fome as
ornaments ; they were fupported on three feet, with han-
dles to their fides,

‘Which
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Which to the facred Heliconian nine

I offer’d grateful for their gift divine,

Where with the love of verfe I firft was fir'd,

Where by the heav’nly maids I was infpir'd ; \

To them I owe, to them alone I owe, 30

‘What of the feas, or of the flars, I know ;

Mine is the pow’r to tell, by them reveal’d,

The will of Fove, tremendous with his fhield ;

To them, who taught me firft, to them belong

The blooming honours of th’ immortal fong, 375
When, from the tropic of the fummer’s fun, i

Full fifty days and nights their courfe have run,

Fearlefs of danger, for the voy’ge prepare,

Smooth is the ocean, and ferene the air :

Then you the bark, fafe with her freight, may view,

And gladfome as the day the joyful crew, 381

Unlefs great Fove, the king of gods, or he,

Neptune, that fhakes the earth, and rules the fea,

The two immortal pow’rs on whom the end

Of mortals, good and bad, alike depend, 385

¥ 383. Neptune, that fbakes the earth, &c.] Neptune
is called earth foaker, becaufe water, according to the
opinion of the antients, is the caufe of earthquakes.
Tzetz. Here the names of Fupiter, and Neptune, can
be ufed with no other but a phyfical meaning, that is, for
theair, and the fea ; fo the end of mariners are juftly fay-
ed to be'in the hands of Fupiter and Neptune. ‘

Should

P
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Should jointly, or alone, their force employ,
And, in a lucklefs hour, the-fhip deftroy :

If, free from fuch mifchance, the veffel flys,

O'er a calm fea, beneath indulgent fkys,”

Let nothing long thee from thy home detain, 39
But meafure, quickly, meafure back the main,
Hafte your return before the vintage pafs’d,

Prevent th’ autumnal thow’rs, and fouthern blaft,
Or you, too late a penitent, will find

A ruffel’d ocean, and unfriendly wind. 395
Others there are who chufe to hoift the fail,

And plow the fea, before a {pring-tide gale,
When firft the footfteps of the crow are feen,
Clearly as on the trees the buding green:

But then, may my advice prevail, you’ll keep 400
Your veffel fafe at land, nor truft the decp ;

Many, furprifing weaknefs of the mind,

Tempt all the perils of the fea and wind,

Face death in all the terrors of the main,

Secking, the foul of wretched mortals, gain, 405
Would’ft thou be fafe, my cautions be thy guide ;
"Tis fad to perifh in the boyftrous tide.

When for the voy’ge your veffel leaves the thore,
Truft in her hollow fides not half your ftore ;

The lefs your lofs fhould the return no more : 410
With all your ftock how difmal would it be

To have the cargo perith in the fea !

E A
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A load, you know, too pond’rous for the wain,
Will crufh the axeltree, and fpoil the grain.
Let ev’ry aétion prove a mean confefs’'d ; 415
A moderation is; in all, the beft.

Next to my counfels an attention pay,
To form your judgemert for the nuptial day.
When you have number’d thrice ten years in time,
The age mature when manhood dates his prime, 420
With caution choofe the partner of your bed :
W hom fifteen fprings have crown’d, a virgin wed,
Let prudence now dire& your choice ; a wife
Is or a blefling, or a curfe, in life ;
Her father, mother, know, relations, friends, 425
For on her education much depends:
If all are good accept the maiden bride; J
Then form her manners, and her actions guide:

¥ 419. When you have number'd &c.] 'The reafon the
Spartan lawgiver gave for advifing men not to marry till
fuch anage, was becaufe the children fhould be firong and
vigorous, Hefiod’s advice, both for the age of the man
and the wonran, feems tn be reafonably grounded. A man
at thirty is certainly as ftrong in his underftanding as ever
he can be; fo far at leaft as will ferve him to conduét his
family affairs. A maid of fifteen comes freth from the
care of her parents, without any tincture of the temper of
another man ; a prudent hufband therefore may form her
mind according to his own : for this reafon he would have
her a virgin, knowing likewife that the impreffion a wo-
man receives from a firft love is not eafyly erafed.

A

i
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A life of blifs fucceeds the happy choice;

Nor fhall your friefids lament, nor foes rejoice. 430

Wretched the man condemn’d to drag the chain,

What reftlefs ev’nings his, what days of pain !

Of a luxurious mate, a wanton darme,

‘That ever burns with an infatiate lame,

A wife who feeks to revel out the nights 435

In fumptuous banquets, and in ftol’n delights :

Ah! wretched mortal ! tho in body ftrong,

Thy conftitution cannot ferve thee long ;

Old age vexatious fhall o’ertake thee foon ;

Thine is the ev’n of life before the noon. 440
Obferve in all you do, and all you fay, -

Regard to the immortal gods to pay. -

~ Firft in your friendfhip let your brother ftand,

Sonearly join’d in blood, the ftrieft band ;

Or fhould another be your heart’sally, 445y

Let not a faukt ef thine diffolve the ty ; }

Nor e’er debafe the friendthip with a Iy,

Should he, offenfive, or in deed, or fpeech,

Firft in the facred union make the breach,

To punifh him may your refentments tend; 450

For who more guilty than a faithlefs friend !

But if, repentant of his breach of truft,

The felf-accufer thinks your vengeance juff,

And humbly begs you would no more complain,

Sink your refentments, and be friends again; 455

E2 Or

L.&L
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Or the poor wretch, all forrowful to part,
Sighs for another friend to eafe his heart.
- Whatever rage your boiling heart fuftains,
Let not the face difclofe your inward pains,
Be your comphnions o’er the focial bowl 460
The few feleGed, each a virtuous foul.
Never a friend among the wicked go,
Nor ever join to be the good man’s foe.
When you behold a man by fortune poor,
Let him not leave with fharp rebukes the door : 465
The treafure of the tongue, in ev’ry caufe,
With moderation us'd,_obtains applaufe :
What of another you feverely fay
May amply be return’d another day.
When you are fummon’d to the public feaft, 470
Go with a willing mind a ready gueft;
Grudge not the charge, the burden is but fmall ;
Good is the cuftom, and it pleafes all.
When the libation of black wine you bring,
A morning off’ring to the heav’nly king, 475
With

»

¥ 474. When the libation &c.] Heftor ufes almoft the
fame words i in which this precept is layed down ;

Xepas & analougw & NeiCeww auSoma oo
Alopeus. 1l z.

I am afraid to pour the libation qf black awine to Jove
with unwafbed hands. .

I quote

-
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With hands unclean if you prefer the pray’r,
Fove is incens’d, your vows are lofs’d in air 3
So all th* immortal pow’rs on whom we call,
If with polluted hands, are deaf to all.
When you would have your urine pafs away, 480
Stand not upright before the eye of day;
And fcatter not your water as you go;
Nor let it, when you’re naked, from you flow :
In either cafe 'tis an unfeemly fight :
The gods obferve alike by day and night: 485
The man that we devout and wife may call
Sits in that a&, or ftreams againt a wall, .
Whate’er you do in amorous delight,
Be all tranfa@ed in the veil of night;
And when, tranfported, to your}vife’s embrace 490
You hafte, pollute no confecrated place;
- ’ . Nor

I quote this, as I have other paflages with the fame
view, only to fhew that the fame caftom was held facred
in the time of the Trgjan wars, afgording to Homer, as
in the days of Hefiod. ’ .

¥ 480. When you awould &c] Some of the commen-
tators, and Tzeszes among the reft, would perfuade us,
that the poet had a fecret meaning in each of thefe fuper-
ftitious precepts, and that they are not to be took literally,
but as fo many allegorys, In anfwer to them, we may
as well imagine all the Ta/mud; and Lewitical laws, to
be the fame. They might as well have fayed, that the

t would not have us pifs towards the fun' for fear we
ould hurt our eyes. I inow not whether thefe and the
Eg following
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Nor feek to tafte her beautys when you part

From a fad fun’ral with a heavy heart.:

When from the joyous feaft you come all gay,

In her fair arms revel the night away. 495
When to the rivulet to bathe you go, '

Whofe lucid currents, never -ceaﬁng, flow,

’E’re, to deface the ftream, you leave the land,

With the pure limpid waters cleanfe each hand ;

Then on the lovely furface fix your look, . 500

And fupplicate the guardians of the brook :

Who in the river thinks himfelf fecure,

With malice at his heast, and hands impure,

"T'0o late a penitent, fhall find, ’e're-long,

By what the gods infli@, his rafhnefs wrang. 505
When to thcgodg your folemn vows you pay, . .

Stn&ly attend while at the feaft you flay ;

- Nor the black iron to your hands apply,

From the frefh parts to pare the ufelefs dry.

following precepts fayg nrmoﬁ ofthea of'the y
of the p%elz ' ol% a ea & poct, ar

¥ 492. Nor. ﬁel to tafle &c.. This doublefs-is 2 part
of the fuperftition of the a‘.ge tho the Scholiaft would
give us a phyfical reafon for abflinence at that time;
which is, left the melancholy of the mind fhould affe&
the fruit of the enjoyment. Indeed the next lines feem
to favour this conjefture; and perhaps the poet endea-
voured, while he was laying down a rel:glous precept, to
ﬁrengthen it by philofophy. ~

The
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The bowl, from which you the libation pour 510
To heav’n, profane not in the focial hour:
Who things devote to vulgar uf¢ employ, '
Thofe men fome dreadful vengeance fhall deﬂroy

Never begin to build a manfion feat, -

Unlefs you’re fure to make the work cothpleat 3 51%
Left, on th’ unfinifh’d roof high perch’d, the crow
Croak horrid, and foretel approaching woe. '

"Tis hurtful in the footed jar to eat,- >
Till purify’d : nor in it bathe your feet.

Who in a flothful way his children rears,  §20
Will fee them feeble in their riper years.

Never by aéts effeminate difgrace .
Yourfelf, nor bathe your body in the place
Y time and cuftom can
Soften your heart to ats beneath a man. 525

When on the facred rites you fix your eyes,
Deride not, in your breaft, the facrifice ;

For know, the god, to whom the flames afpire,
May punith you feverely in his ire,

-~ Satredthe-fountains; amd the feas, “efteein, 530
Nor by indecent a&ts pollute their ftream.

Thefe precepts keep, fond of a virtuous name,
And fhun the loud reports of evil fame:

Where {W'binen bathe ; for

¥ 530. Sacred the fountains, &c. Thefe vetfes are
1ejeled by Plidarch, whofe authority Proclus makes ufe
of, as not of our poet. Guietus.

E 4 - Fame
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Fame is an ill you may with eafe obtain,

A fad opprefion to be borne with pain; = 535
And when you would the noify clamours drown, .
You'll find it hard to lay your burden down :
Fame, of whatever kind, not wholly dys,

.A goddefs fhe, and ftrengthens as the flys.

The end of the feeond B O O K,

WORKS
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WORKS and DAY S.

BOOK IIL

The ARGUMENT.

HE poet here diftinguifbes holy days from other,

and what are propitious, and what not, for dif-
ferent works, and concludes with a fhort recommen-
dation of religion and morality.
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WORKS and DAYS,

*BOOK HI

’

j 7 OUR fervants to a juft obfervance train
Of days, as Heav’n and human rites ordain ;

Great Fove, with wifdom, o’er the year prefides,
Direts the feafons, and the moments guides,
' o of

* The precepts layed down in this book,. -concerning
the difference of days, from the motion of -the. moon, -
feem to be founded partly on nature, and partly on the
fuﬁcr&ition of the times in which they were writ. The-
whole is but a fort of an almanac in verfe, and affords
little room for poetry. Our author, I think, has jum-
bled his days too negligently together; which confufion .
Valla, in bis tranflation, has prevented, by ranging the
days in proper fucceflion ; a liberty I was fearful to take,
as a tranflator, becaufe almoft every line muft have been
tran{pofed from the original difpofition : I have therefore,
at the end of the notes, drawn a table of days, in their
fucceflive order.

¥y 1. Your fervants &c.}] That is, teach them how
to diftinguith lucky days from other. It was cuftomary,
among the Romans, to hang up tables wherein the for-
tunate and unfortunate days were marked, as appears from
Petronins, Chap. 30. Le Clere. .

¥ 3. Great Jove, avith awifdom, &c.] Fove may be

fayed to prefide over the year naturally from the mot:ionf
E G of
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Of ev’ry month, the moft propitious day, 5
The thirtyth choofe, your labours to furvey ;
And the due wages to your fervants pay.
The firft of ev’ry moon we facred deem,
Alike the fourth throughout the year efteem ;
And in the feventh Apollo we adore, 10
In which the golden god Latona bore ;
Two days fucceeding thefe extend your cares,
Uninterrupted, in your own affairs ;

of the celeftial bodys in the heavens, or religioufly from
his divine adminiftration. .

¥ 10. —— in the feventh &c.] Tzetzes endeavours to
account for Apo/lo being born in the feventh day by argu-
ments from nature, making him the fame with the fun;
which- error Valla has run into in his trinflation, The
miftake is very plain if we have recourfe to the Theogony;
where the poet makes Latona bring forth Apollo, and Ar-
temis or Diana, to Jove, and in the fame poem makes
the Sun and Moon {pring from Thia and Hyperion : He-
stop therefore mean’d'it no otherwife than the birth-da
of one of their imaginary gods. He tells us alfo the firft,
fourth, and twentyeth, of ev’ry month are holy days; but
he gives us no reafon for their being fo. If a conjecture
" may be allowed, I think it not unlikely but the firft may

be the feaft of the new moon ; which day was always held
facred by the Feaws; in which the people ceafed from
bufynefs, When awill the new maon bé gone, that we may
Sell corn, Amos chap, 8. ver 5: but Le C/erc will not
allow sz00p wperp here to be a feftival : yet the fame critic
tells us, from Dionyfius Petavius; that the Orientals, as
well as the moft antient Greeks, went by the lunar month,
which they clofed with the thirtyeth day.

Nor
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Nor in the next.two days, but one, delay

The work in hand, the bus’nefs of the day, 15
Of which th’ eleventh we propitious hold "
To reap the corn, the twelfth to fheer the fold ;
And then behold, with her induftrious train,

The ant, wife reptile, gather in the grain ;

Then you may fee, fufpended in the air, 20
The careful fpider his domain prepare, o
And while the artift fpins the cobweb dome

The matron chearful plys the loom at home,

Forget not in the thirteenth to refrain

From fowing, left your work fhould provein vain; 25
Tho then the grain may find a barren foil,

The day is grateful to the planter’s toil :

Not fo the fixteenth to the planter’s care ;

A day unlucky to the new-born fair,

Alike unhappy to the marry’d then; " 30 )
A day propitious to the birth of men: -

¥ 18. ——behold, awith her &c.] The poet here makes
the ant, and the fpider, fenfible of the days; and indeed
Tzetzes is of opinion that the ant is a creature capable of -
diftin@ion from a fenfe of the winds, and the influence of
the moon; he likewife tells us, from Pliny, that the ants
employ themfelves all the time of the full of the moon,
| and ceafe at the change. e '

[ ¥ 24. Forget mot in the &c.] Melan2hon and Frifius
tell us it is wrong to fow at this time of the lunar month,
becaufe of the exceffive moifture, which is hurtful to the
corn-feed, and advantageous to plants juft planted.

The'

boasaaia
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The fixth the fame both to the man and maid; -

Then fecret vows are made and nymphs betray’d;

The fair by foothing words are captives led ;

The goffip’s tale is told, detra&ion fpread ; 35

The kid to caftrate, and the ram, we hold -

Propitious now ; alike to pen the fold.

Geld in the eighth the goat, and lowing fteer ;

Nor in the twelfth to geld the mule-colt fear.

The offspring male born in the twenty’th prize, 40

"Tisa great day, he fhall be early wife,

Happy the man-child in the tenth day bogn;

Happy the virgin in the fourteenth morn ;

Then train the mule obedient to your hand,

And. teach the fnarling cur his lord’s command ; 45

Then make the bleating flocks their mafter know,

And bend the horned oxen to the plow.

What in the twenty-fourth you do beware ;

And the fourth day requires an equal care ;

Then, then, be circumfpe&t in all your ways, 50

Woes, complicated woes, attend the days.

When, refolute to change a fingle life,

You wed, on the fourth day lead home your wife ;

But firft obferve the feather'd race that fly,

Remarking well the happy augury. 55
' The

¥ 54. Obferwe the feather'd race &c.] I tranflate it,
the feather'd race that fly, to diftinguifh what kind of
' : augury
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The fifths of ev’ry month your care require,

Days full of trouble, and affliGions dire; -

For then the furys take their round, ’tis fag’d,

And heap their vengeance on the perjur’d head.

In the fev’nteenth prepare the level floor ; 60*

‘ And then of Ceres threfh the facred ftore ;

In the fame day, and when the timber’s good,

Fell, for the bedpoft, and the fhip, the wood.

The veflel, fuff’ring by the fea and air,

Survey all o’er, and in the fourth repair. 6s
In the nineteenth ’tis better to delay,

Till afternoon, the bus’nefs of the day.
Uninterrupted in the ninth purfue

The work in hand, a day propitious thro ;

angury the poet means, Twzetzes tells us, two crows,
the halcyon or king-fither, the dark coloured hern, a
fingle turtle, and a fwallow, €. are inaufpicious; the
peacock, and fuch birds as do no mifchief, aufpicious.
I fuppofe he does not place the turtle as one of the mif-’
chievous kind, but would have the misfortune be in fee-
ing but one. ’

¥ 60. In the fea'nteenth prepare &c.] He advifes to
threfh the corn at the time of the full of the moon, be-
caufe the air is dryer than at other times; and the corn
that is facked, or put up in veflels, while dry, will keep
the longer, but if the grain is moift it will foon grow
mouldy and ufelefs.

"In the preceding book the poet tells us the proper

“ month to fell wood in, and in this the proper day of the

month, Melanctbon and Frifius. _
) Thcmf
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Them(elves the planters profp’rous then employ ; 70
To cither fex, in birth, a day of joy.,
The twemtyninth is beft, obferve the rule,
Known but to few, to yoke the ox and mule;
*Tis proper then to yoke the flying fleed ;
But few, alas! thefe wholefome truths can read; 75
Then you may fill the cak, nor fill in vain;
Then draw the f{wift fhip to the fable main.
To pierce the cafk till the fousteenth delay,
Of all moft facred next the twenty’th day ;
After the twenty’th day few of the reft 8o
We facred deem, of that the morn is beft.

Thefe are the days of which th’ obfervance can
Bring great advantage to the race of man;
The reft uanam’d indiff’rent pafs away,
- And nought important marks the vulgar day:  8g
Some one commend, and fome another praife,
But moft by guefs, for few are wife in days:
One cruel as a ftepmother we find,
And one as an indulgent mother kind.

O ! happy mortal, happy he, and blefs’d, Qo
Whofe wifdom here is by his alts confefs’d ;

CP 9zf Who lives all blamelefs &c.] It is worth ob-
ferving that the poet begins and ends his poem with piety-
towards the gods ; the pnly way to make ourfelves accept-
able to whom, fays he, is by adhering to religion, and,
to ufe the phrafe of fcripture, by efchewing evil,

Who
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“Who lives all blamelefs to immortal eyes,

Who prudently confults the augurys,

Nor, by tranfgreffion, works his neighbour pain,
Nor ever gives him reafon to complain. . 95

OBSER-
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OBSERVATIONS
On the antient

GREEK MoNTH.

I»Belicve it will be neceffary, for the better underftand-
ing the following table, to fet in a clear light the an-
tient Greek month, as we may reafonably conclude it ftood
in the days of Hefisd, confining ourfelves to the laft book
of his Works and Days. :

The poet makes the month contain thirty days, which
thirty days he divides into three parts: the firft he calls
sseuusye, OF isauys pnves, in the genitive cafe, becaufe
of fome other word which is commonly joined requiring
it to be- of that cale; the root of which, swums or scam,
fignifys I ere2, 1 fet up, I fettle, &c. and Henry Stephens
interprets the words ssauers unvos ineunte menfe, the en-
trance of the month, in which fenfe the poet ufes them ;
which entrance is the firft decade, or firft ten days. The
fecond he calls puegupros, which is from unoow, I am in
the midff, meaning the middle decade of the month.
The third part he calls gfworros, from oliww, which is
from ¢, or pfew, favafle away, meaning the decline,
or laft decade, of the month. Sometimes thefe words are
ufed in the nominative cafe.

Before I leave thefe remarks I fhall fhew the manner of
expreffion, of one day, in each decade, from the laft book
of our poet, which will give a clear idea of all.

ExIn

l
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ExTn &° 0 psarn par’ agvpgoges st puratau. -
Verg)8.

The middiz fixth is unprofitable to plants.
That is the fixth day of the middle decade.

wepurafo d't Svpw
Télpad” arwdas ofwolos 3 ssausrs 7e.

- : - N Ver. 33.
Keep in your mind. to fbun the fourth of the entrance, and
end, of the month, That is the fourth of the entrance,

or firft decade, and the fourth of, the end, or laft decade.
1t is proper to obferve that thefe days which are blanks
are, by our poet, called indifferent days, days of ne
importance, either good or bad. - F¢ is hkewife remmrk-
able, that be makes fome days hoth holy. days dnd werk-
ing days, as the fourth, fourteenth, and twentyeth : but,
to clear this, Le Clerc tells us, from our learned country-
Taan Seldew, that isgor nuay, tho literally a ;belt dens
does not always fignify a | 'val,' but often a day propi-

tious to us in our' undertakings.

e e _— s - - - B I IR VI
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A
T A B L E
. Oof .thé igntient
GREEK MonTH,

A:s in the laft Book of the Works and
"+ Days of Hesion.. .

DECADE L

1. Day of decade I. Holy day.
z. - . - .

3.

4. Holy day. Propitious for marriage, and for re-
pairing fhips. A day of troubles.

5. In which the furys take their round.

6. Unhappy for the birth of women. Propitious for
the birth of men, for gelding the kid, and the
ram, and for pening the fheep.

7. The birthday of Apo/ls. A holy day.

8. Geld the goat, and the fteer.

9. Propitious quite thro. Happy for the birth of
both fexes. A day to plant in, '

10. Propitious to the birth of men. D
E-
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own L

o\ KN

-
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DECADE IL

. Day of decade II, or. 11th of the month. To .

reap.

. For women to ply the loom, for the men to fheer

the fheep, and geld the mule.

. A day to plant in, and not to fow.
. Propitious for the birth of women. Break the

mule, and the ox. Teach your dog, and your
iheep, to know you. Pierce the cakk. A holy
day.

. A day unlucky for the marriage, and birth, of

women. Propitious for the birth of men, and to
lant.

P!
. Threfh the corn, and fell the wood.

. Luckye{l in the afternoon.
. Happy for the birth of men. Moft propmous in

the morning. A holy day.
DECADE IIL

. Day of decade III, or z1ft of the month,

,9 Yoke the ox, the mule, and the horfe Fill the

10,

veflels. Launch the fhip,
Look over the bufynefs of the whole month ; and
pay the fervants their wages.

Thofe days fwbu‘b are called holy days in the Table are,
_in the original, teooy nuap.

The end of the third BOOK.
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OF THE
WORKS and DAYS,

sed. L. OW we have gone thro
The introdac- the Works and Days, it
tior. may poffibly contribute, in fome
degree, to the profit and delight of the
_ reader to take a view of the poem as we have
it delivered down to us. I fhall firft con-
fider it as an antient piece, and, in that
light, enter into the merit, and efteem, that
it reafonably obtained among the antients :
the authors who have been lavith in their
commendations of it are many ; the great-
eft of the Roman writers in profe, Cicero, has
' more
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more than once ¢xprefled his admiration for |
the fyftem of morality contained in ity and -
the difference the greateft Latin poet has
payed to it I fhall thew in my comparifon of
the Works and Days with the Latin Georgic : nor
is the encomium payed by Ovid, to our poet,
to be pafiéd over.

Vivet et Afcreeus, dum muftis woa tumebit,

Dum cadet incurvd falce refeiia C:m_:s.

While fwelling clufters fhall the vintage ftain,

And Ceres with rich crops fhall blefs the plain,

‘Th* Aferean bard fhall in his verfe remain,
Eleg. 15. Book I.

~ And Fuptin Martyr *, one of the moft learn-

ed fathers in the Chriftian church, extols the

Works and Days of our poet, while he exprefles

his diflike to the Theqgony. v

The reafon why our poet ad- g4 ,
drefles to Perfes I have fhewed Of the frff
, in my notes: while he direéts ”

himfelf to his brother, he inftru&ts his coun-

trymen in all thatis ufeful to know for the re-
gulating

® In his fecond difeour/e o cobortation to the Greeks.
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gulating their condu&, both in the bufynefs
of agriculture, and in their behaviour to each
other. He gives us an account of the firft
ages, according to the common received no-
tion among the Gentiles, The ftory of Pan-
dora has all. the embellithments of poetry
which we can find in Ovid, with a clearer
moral than is generally in the fables of that
poet. His fyftem of morality is calculated
fo perfeétly for the good of fociety, that there
is fcarcely any precept omited that could be
properly thought of on that occafion. There
is not one of the ten commandments of
Mafes, which relates to our moral duty to
each other, that is not ftrongly recommend-
ed by our poet ; nor is it enough, he thinks,
to be obfervant of what the civil govern-
ment would oblige you to, but, to prove
yourfelf a good man, you muft have fuch
virtues as no human laws require of you, as
thofe of temperance, generofity, &¢. thefe
rules are layed down in a moft proper man-
ner to captivate the reader ; here the beautys
of poetry and the force of reafon combine to

2 - make

code ag

s~
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make him in love with morality. The poet
tells us what effe¢t we are reafonably to ex-
pect from fuch virtues and vices as he men-
tions 3 which dotrines are not always to be
took in a pofitive fenfe : if we fhould fay a
continuance of intemperance in drinking, and
in our commerce with women, would carry
us early to the grave, it is morally true, ac-
cording to the natural courfe of things ; but
a man of a ftrong and uncommon conftitu-
tion may wanton thro an age of pleafure, and
fo be an exception to this rule, yet not con-
tra®® the moral truth of it. Archbithop
Tillotfon has judicioufly told us in what fenfe
‘we are to take all doCtrines of morality s
ARISTOTLE, fays that great divine, obferved,
long fince, that moral and proverbial [ayings are
underfood to be true generally, and for the moft
part s and that is all the truth is to be expected in
them ; as when SOLOMON fays, train up a
child in the way wherein be fball go, and when be is
0ld be will not depart from it : this is not to be taken,
as if no child that is pionfly educated did ever mif-
F o carry

-
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cqry afterwards, but that the good education
of children is the beft way to make good men.

Sedt. 3. - The fecond book, which comes
Of the fecond next under our view, will ap-
booky b pear with more dignity when we
confider in what ‘efteem the art of agricul-
ture was held in thofe days in which it was
writ: the Gesrgic did .not then -concern the
ordinary and midling fort of people only,
but our pdet writ for the inftruction of princes

likewife, who thought it no difgrace to till

the ground which they perhaps had conquer-

ed. Homger makes Laertes not only plant But
‘dung his own lands ; the beft employment he

could find for his health, and confolation, in
the abfence of his fon. The latter part of
this book, together with all the third, tho
too mean for poetry, are not unjuftyfyable in
our author., Had he made thofe religious

“and fuperftitious precepts one entire fubject of

verfe, it would have been a ridiculous fancy,
but, as they are only a part, and the fmalleft
part, of a regular poem,’ they are introduced
with a laudable intert. After the poet had

layed

i s ﬁ S
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layed down proper rules for morality, huf-
bandry, navigation, and the vintage, he
knew that religion towards the gods, and a
due obfervance of what was held facred in his
age, were yet wanted to compleat the work.
Thefe were fubjets, he was fenfible, incapa-
ble of the ¢mbellithments of poetry ; but as
they were neceffary to his purpofe he would

not omit them. Poetry was not then dex
figned as the empty amufement only of an
idle hour, confifting of wanton thoughts, or
Jong and tedious defcriptions of nothing, but,
by the force of harmony and good fenfe, to
purge the mind of its dregs, to give it a great
and virtuous turn of thinking : in fhort, verfe
was then ‘but the lure to what was ufeful 5
which indeed has been, and ever will be, the
end purfued by all good poets: with this
- view Heffod feems to have writ, and muft be
allowed, by all true judges, to have wonder-

“fully fucceeded in the age in which he rofe,

This advantage more arifes to us from the

writings of fo old an author’; we are pleafs”
ed with thofe monuments of antiquity, fiich
E 2 parts’
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parts. of the antient Greecian hiftory, as we
find in them. .
Set. 42 I fhall now endeavour to thew
g tz:rzaﬁfem how far .I/?rfgzl may proper!y be
fiod and Vir- fayed to imitate our poet in his
&l e Georgic, and to point out fome
of thofe paffages in which he has either pa-
raphrafed, or literally tranflated, from the
Works and Days. It is plain he was a fincere
admirer of our poet, and of this poem in
particular, of which he twice makes honour-
able mention, and where it could be only to
exprefs the veneration that he bore to the au-
‘thor, The firft is in his third paftoral.

In medio duo figna, Conon, & quis fuit alter,
Deferipfit, radio, totum qui gentibus orbem,
Tempora que meffor, que curvus arator, baberet ?
Two figures on the fides embofs’d appear,
Conon, and what’s his name who made the
[fphere,( 1
And fhew’d the feafons of the {liding year? ) *
. ,  Dryien,
Notwithftanding the commentators have all
difputed whom this interrogation fhould mean,
Iam
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I am convinced that 7irgi/ had none but He-
Jiodin his eye. Inthe next paffage I pro-
pofe, to quote, the greateft honour that was
ever payed by one poet to another is payed te
our. PVirgil, in his fixth paftoral, makes Si-
lenus, among other things, relate how Gallus
was conducted by a Mufe to Helicon, where
Apollo, and all the Mufes, arofe to welcome
him ; and Linus, approaching him, addreflfed
him in this manner: '

“wmmmb0s 1ibi dant calamos, enm, accipe, Mufe, .
Afcreo quos anté Seni 5 quibus ille folebat
Cantando rigidas deducere montibus ornos.

Receive this prefent by the mufes made,

‘The pipe on which th® Aferean paftor play’d;
With which, of old, he charm’d the favage
[train,

And call’d the mountain afhes to the plain.

' Dryden.

The greateft compliment which Zirgil
thought he could pay his friend and patron,
Gallus, was, after all that pompous introduc-
tion to the choir of Apolls, to make the Mufes
F 3 prefent
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prefent him, from the hands of Limus, with
the pipe, or calamos, Afcreo quos anté feni,
which they bad formerly prefented to Hesiop
which part of the compliment to gur poet
Dryden has omited in his tranflation.

To return to the Gesrgic. - Virgil can be
fayed to imitate Hefiod in his firft and fecond
books enly ; in the firft is {carcely any thing
relative to the Georgic itfelf, the hint of which
is not took from the Works and Days; nay
more, in fome places, whole lines are para-
phrafed, and fome literally tranflated. It
muft indeed be acknowledged, that the Latin
poet has fometimes explained, in his tranfla-
tion, what was difficult in the Greek, as where
our poet gives diretions for two plows :

Dot ' JeDar agoTpe WHNUTAMEN0S KAT AL OIKAY

AvToyver ke wkzoN. .
by avreyuw he means that which grows natu-
rally into the fhape of a plow, and by am7e
that made by art. PFirgil, in his advice to
have two plows always at hand, has this ex-
planation of evropuar:

Continué




WoRrks and Davys. 103

Continud in [ihvis magnd vi flexa domatur
In burim, et curvi formam accipit ulmus aratri,

A Georg. 1.
Young elms, with early force, in copfes bow,
Fit for the figure of the crooked plow.

Dryden.

Thus we find him imitating the Greek poet in
the moft minute precepts. Hefiod gives die
rections for the making a plow; Zirgil does
the fame. Even that which has been the fub-
je&k of ridicule to many of the critics, viz,
Plow and fow maked, is tranflated in the Geor-
gic; nudys ara, [ere nudus, Before I proceed
any farther, I fhall endeavour to obviate the
obje¢tion which has been frequently made
againft this precept. Hegfod means to infi-
nuate, that plowing and fowing are Iabours
which require much induftry, and applica-
tion ; and he had doubtlefs this phyfical rea-
fon for his advice, that where fuch toil is
required it is unhealthful, as well as impof-

fible, to go thro with the fame quantity of -

cloaths as in works of lefs fatigue. Zirgil

F 4 “doubt-
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doubtlefs faw this reafon, or one of equal
force, in this rule, or he would not have
“tranflated it. In fhort, we may find him a
ftrict follower of our poet in moft of the
precepts of hufbandry in the #orks and Days.
I fhall give but one inftance more, and that
in his fuperftitious obfervance of days:

—guintum fuge s pallidus Orcus,

Eumenidefque fate : &c. |
the fifths be fure to fhun, {
That gave the Furys, and pale Pluto, birth.

. If the judgement I have paficd from the
verfes of Manilius, and the fecond book of
the Georgic, in my Difcourfe on the writings of
Hesiop, be allowed to have any force, Vir-
gil has doubtlefs been as much obliged to our
poet in the fecond book of his Georgic, asin
the firft ; nor has he imitated him in his pre-
~ cepts only, but in fome of his fineft defcrip-
tions, as in the firft book defcribing the ef-
feéts of a ftorm : ' '

quo, maxima; motu,
Terra tremit, fugere fere 5 &c,

and

s A
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and a little lower in the fame defcription :

Nunc nemora, ingenti vento, wunc litora plangunt 5

which is almoft literal from Hpg fod on the:
pow’r of the narthwind ::

——pspune I's yaua nas van, &c.
Loud:groans the earth, and all the forefts roars

- I'cannot leave. this head,. without injuftice
to the Roman poet, before I take notice of the
manner in which he ufes that flperftitious pre--
cept wepalas & Earsadas, &c. what in the Greek
is languid, is by him made brilliant :-

quintum fuge 5 pallidus Orcus,
Eumenidefque fate : tum partu, terra, nefando,.
Coeumq; Japetumgqs creat, fevumg; Typhoeum,,
Et conjuratos celum refcmdere fratres:.

Ter funt conati, &c..

—— the fifths be fure to fRun;

That gave the furys, and pale Pluto; birth,
And arm’d againft the fkys the fons of earth's-
- 'With mountains pil’d on mountains thrice they

[ftrove
To fcale the fteepy battlements of Fove s
F s And.
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And thrice his light'ning, and red thunder,
- [play’d,
And then' demolifh’d works in ruin lay’d.

. Dryden.

As I have ﬂxcwed where the Roman has fol-
lowed the Greek, 1 may be thought partial to
my author, if I do not thew in what he has
excelled him: and firt, he has contributed
to the Georgic moft of the fubjects in his two
. {aft books ; as, in the third, the management

of horfes, dogs, {5c. and, in the fourth, the .
management of the bees. His ftile, thro the
whole, is more poetical, more abounding
with epithets, which are often of themfelves
'moft beautyful metaphors. His invocation
on the deitys concerned in rural affairs, his
addrefs to Augufius, his account of the pro-
digys before the death of Fwhius Cefar, in
the firft book, his praife of a country Iife,
at the end of the fecond, and the force of
love in beafts, in the third, are what were
never excelled, and fome parts of them never
equaled, in any language.

Allowing
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Allowing all the beautys in the Geargic,
thefe two poems interfere in the merit of each .
. other {o little, that the #orks and Days may
be read with as much pleafure as if the
Georgic had never been written. This leads
me into an examination of part of Mr. Ap-
pison’s Effay on the GEoraic: in which
that great writer, in fome places, feems to
fpeak fo much at venture, that I am afraid
he did not remember enough of the two
poems to enter on fuch a tafk.  Precepts, fays
he, of morality, befides the natural corruption of
our tem_pérs, which makes us averfe 1o them, are
Jfo abfivacied from ideas of fenfe, that they feldow
give an opportunity for thofe beautyful defiriptions
and images which are the [pirit and life of poetry.
Had he that part of Hefisd in his ecye, where
he mentions the temporal bleflings of the
righteous, and the punithment of the wick-
ed, he would have feen that our poet took
an opportunity, from his precepts of mora-
lity, to give us thofe beautyful deferiptions ard
images which are the [pirit and life of poetry.
How lovely is the flourifhing ftate of the land

F 6 of
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of the juft there defcribed, the encreafe of
his flocks, and his own progeny ! The reafon
which Mr. Addifon gives againft rules of mo-
rality in verfe is to me a reafon for them;
~ for if our tempers are naturally fo corrupt as
to make us averfe to them, we ought to try
all the ways which we can to reconcile them,
and verfe among the reft ; in which, as I
have obferved before, our poet”has wonder-
- fully fucceeded.

The fame author, fpcakmg of Hefiod, fays,
the precepts be bas given us are fown fo very thick,
that they clog the poem too much. ‘The poet, to
prevent this, quite thro his #arks and Days,
has ftayed fo fhort a while on every head,
that it is impoffible to grow tirefome in either 3
the divifion of the work I have given at the
beginning of this P7ew, therefore, fhall not
- fepeat it.  Agriculture is but one fubje@, in

many, of the work, and the reader is there
relieved with feveral rural defcriptions, as of
the northwind, autumn, the country “repaft
in the fhades, &¢. The rules for navigation
are difpatched with the utmoft brevity, in
v which
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which the digreffion’ concerning his victory
at the funeral games of Amphidamas is natural,
and gives a grace to the poem,

I fhall mention but one overfight more’
which Mr. 44difon has made, in his effay, and
conclude this head : “when. he condemned”
that circumftance of the virgin being at home
in the winter feafon free from the inclemen-
cy of the weather, I believe he had forgot
that his own author had ufed almoft the fame

image, and on almoft the fame occaﬁon, tho
in other words :

Nec nofurna qmdem carpenm penfa puellw.
Nefeivere byemem ;5 &c.
Georg I,

The dnﬁ'erence of the manner in which the
two poets ufe the image is this. Hefod makes
her with her mother at home, either bathing,
or doing what moft pleafes her 5 and Pirgil
fays, as the young women are plying their even-
ing tafks, they are [fenfible of the winter feafon,
Sfrom the oil [parkling in the lamp, and the [fuuff
bardmmg How properly it is mtrod uced by

our
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our poet L have fhewed in my note to the
paffage.

The only apology I can make for the li-.

berty I have taken with the writings of fo fine
an author as Mr. Addifen, is that I thought it

*a part of my duty to our. poet, to endeavour
to free the reader from fuch errors as he
might poflibly imbibe, when delivered under-

- the fanction of fo great a name.

I muft not end this VZew with-
ofsf,f:' foursy OUt fome obfervations on the
Eclos‘le of  fourth Eclogue of Virgil, fince

Vil Probus, Grevius, Fabricius, and
other men of great learning, have thought
fit to apply what has there been generally
fayed to allude to the Cumean fbil to our
poet : |
 Ultima Camcei venit jam carminis «tas.
This line, fay they, has an allufion to the
golden age of Hfiod; Virgil therefore is fup-
pofed to fay, the laft age of the Cumacean poet
now approaches. By laft he means the moft
remote from his time ; which Fabricius ex-
plains by antiquiffina, and quotes an expreffi-
on

— ;:EA. e i,
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on from Cornelius Severus in which he ufes the
word in the fame fenfe, ultima certamina for
antiquiffima certamina, ‘The only method by
which we can add any weight to this reading
is by comparing the Eclogne of Zirgil with
fome fimilar paflages in Hefiod. To begin, let
us therefore read the line before quoted with
the two following :

Ultima Cumcei venit jam corminis etas 3
Magnus ab integro feclorum nafcitur ordo 5
Fam redit & Virgo, redeunt Saturnia Regna.

which will bear this paraphrafe. Tke remoteft
age mentioned in the verfe of the Cumcean poet
now approaches 5 the great order, or round, of
ages, as deferibed in the [ayed poet, revokves s
now returns the virgin JUSTICE, wbhich, in bis
iron age, be tells us, left the earth s and now the
yeign of SATURN, which is deferibed in bis
golden age, is come again. If we turn to the
golden, and iron, ages, in the #orks and
Days, we fhall find this allufion very natural.
Let us proceed in our connection, and
comparifon, of the verfes, ¥irgil. goes on in
his
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his _compliment to Pullio on his- new-born
fon: C ’

" Ille deiim vitam accipiet.

He fhall receive, or lead, the hife af gods; as the
Jame poet tells us they did in the rezgn of SATURN.

———

Q¢ 7e Sen o el wor..
Nogpiy arep T¢ Wovew-

They liv’d like gods, and entirely without labour.

——

—————— feret omnia tellus 5.
- Non 'raftros patictur bumus, non vinea falcem :
Robuftus quoque jam tauris juga folvet arator.

The earth fhall bear all things s there fhall be no-
occafion for inftruments of bufbandry, to rake the
ground, or prune the vines the flurdy plowman
 fhall unyoke bis oxen, and live in eqfe s as they did-
 in the reign of Saturn, . as we are told by the fame
Cumcean poet. ‘ '

— wapror & cpepe { e1d\wpos epavpe
Au‘royaﬂn, woAAy T¢ Hes agloron.

The fertile earth bore its frmt ﬁ)ontamatﬁy, aul
“in abundance.

Here
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Here we fee feveral natural allufions to our
poet, whence it is not unreafonable, for fuch
as miftake the country of. Hefiod, to imagine,
that all Z7rgil/ would fay to compliment Pollio,
on the birth of his fon, is, that now fach 4
fon is born, the golden age, as defcribéd by
Hefiod, fhall return; and granting the word
Cumei to carry this fenfe with it, there isino-
thing of a prophecy mentioned, or hinted at,
in the whole Eclogue, any more than 77 rg:l’s
own, by poetical licenfe.

A learned prelate of our own church af
ferts fomething fo very. extraordinary on this
head,' that I cannot avoid quoting it, and
making fome few remarks upon it : his words
are thefe, ¢ Virgil could not have Hefiod in
¢ his eye in fpeaking of the four ages of
“ the world, becaufe Hefiod makes_ five ages
« before the comimencement of the golden.?”
And foon after, continues he, ¢ the predic-
“ tions in the prophet (meaning Danicl) of
¢ four fucceffive empires, that fhould arife in
¢ different ages of the world, gave occafion

& to the poets, who ‘had .the knowledge . of
, < thefe
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* thefe things only by report, to apply them-
* to the flate of the world in fo many ages,
““ and to defcribe the renovation of the
¢ galden age in the expreffions of the pro-
‘¢ phet concerning the future age of the
¢ Mefhas, which in Daniel is the fifth king-
“ dom.” Bp. Chandisr towards the conclu-

fion of his Findication of bis Defence of Chri-

- flianity.  What this learned parade was in-
troduced for I am at a lofs to concejve!
Firft, in that beautyful Eclogue, Virgil [peaks
nat of the four ages of the werld : fecondly,
Hefiod, o far from making frve ages befare the
commencement of the goldew, makes the goldep
age the firft = thirdly, Fefisd could not be
- one of the poets who .applyed the predittions
3% the prophet DANIEL to the flafe of the world
8 fo many ages, becaufe he happened to live
fome hundred years before the. tlmc of Da-
nicl.

This great objc&ion to their interpretation
of Cumpi ftill remains, which cannot very
eafyly bg conquered, that Cumas was not the
eouq;ry of Hefied, as 1 haye proved in my

difcourfe
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difcourfe on the life of our poet, but of his
father ; and, what will be a ftrong argument
againft it, all the antient poets, who have
ufed an epithet taken from his country, bave
chofe that of Afereus. Ovip, who mentions
him as often as any poet, never ufes any
other ; and. what is the moft remarkable,
Vireir himfelf makes ufe of it in every paf-
fage in which he names him ; and thofe mo-
numents of him, exhibited by Upfmmus and
Boiffard, have this infcription 3

1210ADS
AloT
AZXPAIDS,

Afirean Hesrop, the fon of Dios,

AN
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I N D E X

TO THE

WORKS and DAYS.

DDISON, hs eflay on the Georgic ex-
amined, View of the J/orks and Days, fe&, 4.
The ®quipox, vernal, and autumn, book ii.
note to the 137th verfe.

Ages, book i. ver. 156. ’

The golden age, book i. ver, .156.

The filver age, book i. ver. 182,

‘The brafen age, book i. ver. 202.

‘The age of heros, book i, ver. 210, and note.

‘The'iron age, book i. ver. 234.

‘The ant, book iii. ver. 18, and note,

Afera, book ii. ver. 339, and note.

Augury, book iii. ver. 54, and note.

Autumn, a fhort defcription, book ii. ver. 48,

B.
Byblian wine, book ii. ver. 284.

C.

Chaftity in love, and inducements to it, book i.
ver, 504.
The
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The crane, and figns from her, book i, ver, g2,
:and note to ver,theg4th. =~ -

Bp. Chandler on the ages mentioned in Hefiod, &c,
examined. View of the Works, &c. felt. 5

-

DQ

Days, lucky and unluck{. All book iii. and the

" notes, and the table’ of the antient Greet menth-
at the end of the 3d book.

Dew, book ii. ver. 233, and note. : .

Awuss, &c. A criticifm on the paffage, book i.
note to ver, 34I. ,

E.

Ex ueMtay, &c. A criticifm on the paflage, book i.
note to ver, 206. :
Emulation and ‘envy, book i. ver. 23, and note.

F.

Fame, book ii. ver. 532. ' C-

Feaft, a fhort rural defcription, book ii. ver. 276.

Forges, where the idle people met, book ii. ver. 164,
and note. - : ,

Friendthip, book ii. ver. 443.

G.

The grafshopper, book ii. ver. 268, and note to ver.
26g. .

The habit of the antient Greeks, book ii. ver._’MS"
and nqtc. . The
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The harveft, book ii, ver. 256.
"The hawk and nightingale, a fable, book i. ver, 268,

and note.
Helicon and Pieria, the diftin&ion, book i. note to-

A verfe the 1ft.
L

Induftry, the effefls of it, book i. ver. 404, and
86.

,:;;, his power, book i. ver. 1, and 350.
Y he ifles of the bleffed, book i, ver. 226, and note

to ver. 230.
Judges, corrupt, booki. ver. 57, and 290.
Incorrupt, and the confequences attending them,

book i. ver. 298. :
Juftice, book i. ver. 336, and 370.

L.

| Liberality, book i. ver. 456, 480, 496, and note -
to ver. 470.

M.

Marriage, book ii. ver. 417, and 486, and note to
ver. 419.

Menay.  See ex peaay under the letter E,

The antient Greek month, obfervations on it, and
a table of it, following the 3d book.

A mortar, book ii. ver 60, and note.

N.

The navigation of the antient Greeks, book ii. from
ver. 316 to0 416, and note to ver. 316.

Neighbours, book i. ver. 460,

The northwind, a defcription, book ii. ver. 177.

0. Of-
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0.

b&'erings to the gods, book i. ver. 444, and note to
ver. 448. Book ii. ver, g4, and note,

Orion, II)IOOk ii, ver. 302. is fable, note to verfe
the 1ft,

P.

Pandora, the fable of her, booki. ver. 63. Anex-
planation of it in the notes.

_The Pleiades, book ii, ver. 1, and notes to verfes
1, and 8.

Plow, book ii. ver. 62. The avrojvor and amxro,
ver. 76, and note, The view of the #orks and
Days, {e&. 4. '

Pluto, book ii. ver. 114. A criticilm on the pafs
fage in the note,

The polypus, book ii. ver. 203, and note.

Proverbial fayings, what conftruction to be made of

them. The view of the #orks and Days, fect, 2.

“When to prune the vines, book ii. ver. 250. '

~R.

The righteous, their felicity, book i. ver. 304, 372,
and 379.

The rudder, the fenfe in which the word is ufed,
~ book i. ver. 67, and note.

S.
Sloth, the effe@s of it, book i. ver.400.
The folftice, winter, and fummer, book ii, note te
ver, 137, and to ver, 250.

Spirits
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" Spirits 4€rial, obfervers of human a&ions, book i.
ver. 172, 294, 328, and note to ver. 173.
Superftitious precepts, book ii. from ver. 480 to 531.

T.

For thre(hin%b;he corn the feafon, book ii. ver. 286.

Tools of hufbandry, book ii. ver. 60, and notes to

. verfes 60, and 76. ,

Tripod, book ii. ver. 365, and note.

The tropic, or folftice, winter, and fummer, book ii.
notes to verfes 137, and 250.

V.
The vintage, book ii. ver. 302 :
Virgil, his fourth Fclogue examined, and compared

with Hzfied. The view of the Warks and Days,
fe&. 5. ~Mr, Addifor’s effay on the Georgic ex-

amined, fe&. 4. A comparifon betwixt the Works:

and Days of Hefied, and the Georgic of Virgil,
fe&. 4. Bp. Chandler reprehended, fect. 5. -
Virtue, book i. ver. 384, and note to ver. 382.

W

" The wain, book ii. ver. 63.
The wicked, their condition, booki. ver. 316, 374,
- and from 421 to 443. ' ;
Wickednefs, book i, ver. 382.
A chara&er of a bad wife, bookii. ver. 431.
Wine, book ii. ver. 284, and note.
Winter, beok ii. from ver. 160 to 250.
Woerks and Days, the title explained, boek i. and

note I.

The end of the Works and Days.
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To the moft honourable

GEORGE

* Marquefs of ANNANDALE,

wd

My Lorbp,
HE reverence I bear to the memory
of your late grandfather, with whom I
had the honour to be particularly acquainted,
.and the obligations I have reccived from the
incomparable lady your mother, would make
it a duty in me to continue my regard to their
heir ; but ftronger than thofe are the motives
of this addrefs : fince I have had the happy-
" nefs to know you, which has been as long as
-you have been capable of diftinguithing per-
fons, I have often difcovered fomething in
you that furpaffes your years, and which gives
fair promifes of an early great man ; this has
converted what would otherwife be but grati-
tude to them to a real efteem for yourfelf. Pro-
.G2 ceed,

* Lord George Fobnflon when this was firft publifhed
in the year 1728, ’

L 2t
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ceed, my Lord, to make glad the heart of

an indulgent mother with your dayly progrefs

in learning, wifdom, and virtue. Your friends,

in their different fpheres, are all follicitous to
form you.; ;and among them permit me to

offer my tribute which may be no fmall means

to the bringing you more readyly to an un-
derftanding of the Claffics 3 for on the the-
ology of the moft antient Greeks, which is the
fubject of the following poent, much of fuc-

ceeding authors depends. Few are the writers,
cither Greek or Roman, who have not made
ufe of the fables of antiquity ; hiftorians have
:frequent allufions to them 3 and they are fome-
-times the wery foul of poetry : for thefe
reafons let me admonifh you to become foon
familiar with Homer and Hefiod, by tranflations
of them : you will perceive the advantage in
‘your future ftudys, nor will you repent of it
- when yeou read the great originals. I have, |
in my notes, fpared no pains to let you into

-the nature of the Fheogony; and to explain the
+allegorys to you; and indeed I have been
.more elaborate for your fake than 1 fhould
’ other-
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otherwife have been. While I am paying my
refpe&t to your lordfhip, I would not be
thought forgetful of your brother, directing
what I have here fayed at the fame time to
him. Go on, my Lord, to anfwer the great
expectations which your friends have from
you ; and be your chief ambition to deferve
the praife of all wife and good men, -I am,

" My Lornp, .
with the greateft refpet,
and fho/} Soncere aﬁﬂion,
Your moft obedient,

and maft bumble, fervant

- Thomas Cooke.

G 3



The THEOGOQNY.
"The ARGUMENT,

HFur the propofition, and invocation, the poet be-

gins the generation of the gods.  This poem, be-
Sides the genealogy of the deitys and heres, contains the
Sory of Heaven and the confpiracy of his wife and
Jons againf? bim, the Bory of Styx and her offsprings,
of Saturn and bis fons, and of Prometheus and Pan-
dora: hence the part progeeds to relate the war of the
godsy which is-the fubjec? of above three hundred ver-
Jes. The reader is often relieved, Srom the naveosiv,
part of the Theogony, with feveral beautyful deferip-
tionsy and other poctical gmbellifiments.
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THE /
THEOGONY,

QR THE

GeneErATION of the Gobps.

, gin, my fong, with the melodious nine
’ } Of Helicon the fpacious and divine ;
The Moufes there, a lovely choir, advance,

With tendes feet to form the fkilful dance,

Now

r. Y Shall refer the reader to what I have fayed, in the

I fecond and fourth fettions of my Difcourfa ox the
writings of Hxsiop, ing the genui s of the
beginning. of this poem, and the explanation of the The-
ogony. Qur author here takes an occafion to celebrate the:
offices and power of the Mu/es, and to give a fhort repe-
tition of the greater deitys. To what end is this grand
affembly of divine perfonages introduced ? To infpire the
post with thoughts fuitable to the dignity of their charac-
ters; and, by raifing his imagination to.{uch a height as
to believe they prefide over his labaurs, he becomes the
amanuenfis of the . 'The Mufes, fays the Earl of
Shaftefbury, inhis letter concerning enthufiafm, avere /o

many divine. perfins in the beathen creed. ‘The fame
o 1 noble
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Now round the fable font in order move, 5
Now round the altar of Saturnian Fove;

Or, if the cooling ftreams to bathe invite,

In thee, Permeffus, they awhile delight ;

Or now to Hippocrene refort the fair, .
Or, Olmius, to thy facred fpring repair. 10

noble writer has in that difcouffe elegantly fhewed the
neceflity and beauty of enthufiafm in poetry.

¥ 2. Helicon.] ‘A mountain in Beotia, fo called from
the Phanician word: bbalit, or bhaliken, which fignifys
a high mountain. Bochart, in his Chan. book I, chap.
16, thews that Baotia was full of Phanician names and
colonys. Le Clerc. Paufanias, in his Baotics, fays He-
dicon excels all the mountains in Greece in the abundance
and virtues of the trees which grow on it: he likewife
tells us it ces no letiferous herbs or roots

¥ 5. Noaw round the fable fint &c.] Grewvius and Le
Clere both agree in this reading, and derive sedns from
ed\@ 1, having the dufky colour of iron ; they likewife
bring inftances from Homer, and other poets, of the fame
word being ufed to the fea, rivers, and fountains; by
which epithet, fay they, they exprefled the depth and
plenty of the water. .

¥ 8. Permeffus.] Paufanias, and Tzetzes after him,
reads it Termeffus ; but this may proceed from their ig-
norance of the radix, which, fays Le Clerc, is the Phe-
nician word pheer-metfo ; the interpretation of which is a
pure fountain. This river is at the foot of Helicon.

¥ 9. Hippocrene.] The Phanician word, fays Bo-
ebart, is happhigran, which fignifys the eruption of a
fountain : the word being corrupted into Hippocrene gave
_rife to the ftory of the fountain of the horfe. Le Clerc.

¥ 10. Olmius.] 'The Phanician woird is bbol-maio,
fweet water. Le Clerc. ‘ ,

]

Veil’d
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Veild in thick air, they all the night prolong,

In praife of Zgis-bearing Fove the fong;

And thou, O Argive Funo, golden fhod,

Art join’d in praifes with thy confort god ;

Thee, goddefs, with the azure eyes, they fing, 15.
Minerva, daughter of the heav’nly king ;

The filters to Apollo tune their voice,

And, Artemis, to thee whom darts rejoice ;

And Neptune in the pious hymn they found, ‘
Who girts the earth, and fhakes the folid ground; 20
A tribute they to Themis chaft allow,

And Venus charming with the bending brow,

Nor Hebe, crown’d with gold, forget to praife,
Nor fair Diane in their holy lays;

Nor thou, Aurera, nor the D;zy’s' great light, 25
Remain unfung, nor the fair lamp of Night ;.

To thee, Latona, next the numbers range ;

Tipetus, and Saturn wont to change,

¥ 12. In praife of Egis-bearing Jove £&c.] The hi-
ftorical and phyfical interpretation of the deitys here men-
tioned I ﬁuﬁ defer till I come to them in the courfe of
the Theogony.

¥ 22. Venus charming with &c.] Some tranflate this
paffaﬁe nigris oculis, and Le Clerc choofes blandis; 1
would corret .them, and have it arched er bending.
Tzetzes entirely favours my ‘interpretation of eAixo€Acpa-
¢ov, eyebrows arched into a circle; a metaphor taken,
fays he, ¢x 7qv Tns AUTENS ENIRQY from the Curlipg of

the vine,
Gs ' They

b
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They chant; thee, Ocean, with an ample breaft,

They fing, and Earth, and Night in fable drefs’d ; 30

Nor ceafe the virgins here the ftrain divine ;

They celebrate the whole immortal line,

>E’rewhile as they the fhepherd fwain behold

Feeding, beneath the facred mount, his fold,

With love of charming fong his breaft they fird; 35

There me the heav’nly Mufes firtt infpir'd ;

There, when the maids of Fove the filence broke,

To Hefiod thus, the thepherd {wain, they fpoke:
Shepherds attend, your happynefs who place

In gluttony alone, the {wain’s difgrace; 40

Stri& to your duty in the field you keep,

There vigilant by night to watch your fheep ;.

Attend ye fwains on whom the Mufes call,

Regard the honour not beftow’d on all

¥ 33. "E’rewbile as they the fbepherd &c.] This ex-
travagance in our poet has been the fubjett of fatire to
fome; but Lucian has been the moft fevere in his dia-
logue betwixt himfelf and Hefiod. Owid has an allufion
to this paffage in the beginning of his art of Jove ; which
Dryden has thus tranflated. ,

" Nor Clio, nor her fiflers, have I feen,
As Hefiod faw them in the fbady green.

"This flight, however extravagant it may {eem to fome,
certainly adds a grace to the poem ; and whoever confults
the nineteenth ode of the fecond book, and the fourth of
the third book, of Horace, will find this fort of enthu- 4
fiafm carryed to a great height, '

*Tis
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*T'is our to fpeak the truth in language plain,. 45,
Or give the face of truth to what we feign.

So fpoke the maids of Fove, the facred nine,.

And pluck’d a fcepter from the tree divine,
To me the branch they gave, with look ferene,
The laurel enfign, never fading green:. 50
I took 'the gift with holy raptures fir'd,
My words flow fweeter, and my foul’s infpir’d ;-
Before, my eyes appears the various fcene
Of all that is to come, and what has been,
Me have the Mufes chofe, 'their bard to grace,: §5:
To celebrate the blefs’d immortal race ; ‘
To them the honours of my verfe belong ;-
To them I firft and laft devote the fong :

¥ 46. Or give the face of truth &c.] 'The poet heré;.
from the mouth of the Mufe, prepares the reader for
what he is to expe@t. Tho he propofes to give an hifto-
rical and phyfical relation of the generation of the gods,
according to the received opinion, yet fupplys from in--
vention are neceflary to make the work agreeable as a

em. ‘

¥ 50. The laurel enfign &c.]. Le Clerc has a long note
on this verle, from Claud. Salmafius, proving the rhap-
fodifts to be fo-called awo 75 paCd%, from finging with 2
bough in their hands, in imitation of the antient ts, -
which bough was of laurel: but why of laurel gz)re’
any other? The Scholiaft Tzerzes gives two very good
reafons ; firft, fays he, the poet makes the fcepter which
he received from the mufes of laurel, becaufe Helicon, the
place on which they prefented it, abounds with that trees:
fecondly, as the laurel is ever green, it is the moft pro-
per emblem of works of genius,- which never fade. -

G 6 v But
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But where, O where, inchanted do I rove,
Or o’er the rocks, or thro the vocal grove! . 60
Now with th’ harmonious nine begin, whofe voice
Makes their great fire, olympian Feve, rejoice ;
The prefent, future, and the pafs’d, they fing,
Join’d in fweet concert to delight their king ;
Melodious and untir’d their voices flow ; 6s
Olympus echos, ever crown’d with fnow.

¥ 59. But avbere, O awhere, &c.} Exallly the fame
"is the flight in the fourth ode of the third book of Ho-

race.

—— wean me ludit amabilis
Infania ? Audire et videar pies
Errare per lucos, amane

RQuos & Agquee fubeunt, & aure !

The fenfe of which, in fhort, is this: am I agreeably
deluded, aubile 1 feem to avander thro poetic feenes! And
again, ' '

--Quo me, Bacche, rapis tui
Plenum! Que in nemora, aut quos, agor, in [pecus,

Velox mente ngvd |
Lib. 3. Od. z5.

Tt is worth obferving that the beft poets are generally
moft poetical in their invoeations, or, in other parts,
where a deity is introduced ; for then they feem to be
overpowered with the infpiration ; but here the fine imagi-
nation, and exalted genius, are moft required, that while
fancy takes her full fretch in fiction, it may {eem the real

numinis aflatus.

2 The
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The heav’nly fongfters fill th* =thereal round ;
Fove's palace laughs, and all the courts refound :
Soft warbling endlefs with their voice divine, :
They celebrate the whole immortal line : 7o
From Earth,and Heav’n, great parents, firft they trace

- The progeny of gods, a bounteous race;
And then to Fove again returns the fong,
Of all in empire, and command, ‘moft ftrong;
Whofe praifes firft and laft their bofom fire, 75 .
Of mortals, and immortal gods," the fire :
Nor to the fons of men deny they praife,
To fuch as merit of their heav’nly lays ;

¥ 68. Jove's palace laughs, &c.] Le Clere judicioufly
obferves, that the poets frequently make inanimate be-
ings affe€ted or with joy or grief, when there is reafon for
either; that it may be fayed, even inimate beings are
moved. This, I think, is a boldnefs feldlom pra&iced
but by the beft poets, and moft frequently among the
antients,. We find it with as muach fuccefs as any where
in the poetical parts of the old teftament.

The valleys fhall fand fo thick with corn that they
Soall laugh and fing. Plalm 65, verfe 14,

tfiraare d'c Yaua weropt,

Tnlnony I Badus arorrss. , Theognis.
The wide earth laugh'd, and the deep fea rejoic’d.
Tibi rident 2quora ponti. ' Lucres.

To thee the waters of the ocean finile.

I give thefe three Quotations to fhew as the Latin were
followers of the Greet poets, it is not unlikely the Gree#
might imitate the file of thé eaffern writers in many

glaccs: They

Lkl
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They fing the giants of puiffant arm,

And with the wond’rous tale their father charm. 8o
Mnemofyne, in the Pierian grove,

The fcene of her intrigue with mighty Fove, |

The emprefs of Eleuther, fertile earth,

Brought to-olympian Fove the Mufes forth ;

Blefs’'d offsprings, happy maids, whofe pow’rful art 85

Can banifh cares, and eafe the painful heart.

¥ 81. Mnemofyne, &9c.] Mnemofne, the fame with-
memory, is here made a perfon, and the mother of the-
Mufes ; which with the etymology ef the word pieria,.-
which Le Clerc tells us is, in the Phenician tongue,-
fruitfulnefs, and the note to the firft verfe of the Works.
and Days, will let us clearly into the poetical meaning of
the parents and birthplace of the Mufes. The fame critic
derives the word muxfe from the Phanician word motfa:
the feminine for inventor. See farther in the Diftour/e, &c.

. It will now: be proper to enquire into the reafon of the
poet making Mnemofyne emprefs of Elewther. Eleuther-
1s a part of Baotia {o called from a prince of that name :
here, fays Tzerzes, the poet endeavours ta add a glory to
his country ; for tho the Mu/es themfelves were born on

~ Pieria, he makes their mother a Baotian. Pieria is the
name of a mountain, and a country lying beneath it,.
- bounded on the north with Zh¢fz/y, and on the fouth with
Macedon. Le Clerc derives the word eleuther from the
Phanician word halethir, a high place from which we:
fee a far off, which word is a compound of 4alab, to.
afcend, and thour to fee afar of. The reader muft here
obferve that great part of the art of this poem depends on
the etymology of the words,” and on the profspoperias.
PLuTarcH, in his rules for the education of children,
has obferved that the mythologifts have judicioufly made"

Maemofyze the mother of the Mufes, intimating that no-
thing fo much cherifhes learning as the memory.

\ . Abfent

’.» ’ .:'SJ.
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Abfent from heav’h, to quench’ his am’rous flame,
Nine nights the god of gods comprefs’d the dame,
Now thrice three times the mobn concludes her race,,
And fhews the produce of the god’s embrace, go»
Fair daughters, pledges of immortal Fove,
In number equal to the nights of love;
Blefs’d maids, by harmony of temper joind ;
And verfe, their only care, employs their mind.
The virgin fongfters firft beheld the light 95
Near where Olympus rears his fnowy height ;
Where to the maids fair flately domes afcend,
Whofe fteps-a conftant beauteous choir attend..
Not far from hence the Graces keep their court,
And with the god of love in banquets fport; 100:
Meanwhile the nine their heav’nly voices raife
To the immortal pow’rs, the fong of praife ;
They tune their veices in a facred caufe,
Their theme the manners of the gods, and laws:
When to Olympus they purfue their way, 105 .
Sweet warbling, as they go, the deathlefs lay,,

¥ 96. Olympas.] A mountainin Thefaly, which, for
the extraordinary height, is often ufed for heaven,

¥ 99. Not far from bence &c.] The god of leve and
the Graces are proper companions for the Mu/es ; for the
gifts of the Maufes are of little value without grace and
love : and at banquets love and good manners, which are
implyed by the Graces, compofe the harmony. Tzesz.

Meas’ring

A -
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Meas'ring to Fove, withgentle fteps, the ground,

The fable earth returns the joyful found. ‘

Great Jove, their fire, who rules th’ thereal plainss

Confirm’d in pow’r, of gods the monarch reigns; 110

His father Saturn hurl’d from his command,

He grafps the thunder with his conqu’ring hand ;

He gives the bolts their vigour as they fly,

And bids the red-hot light’ning pierce the {ky ;

His fubje& deitys obey his nod, 115

All honours flow from him of gods the god ;

From him the Mufes fprung, no lefs their fire,

Whofe attributes the heav’nly maids infpire :

Clio begins the lovely tuneful race,

Melpomene which, and Euterpe, grace, 120
Terpfichore

" ¥ 109. Great Jove, their fire, &c.] Le Clerc here
raifes a difficulty, and I think without reafon; he fays
‘the-poet fo confounds the man Fupiter with the god, that
he knows not how to account for it. The poet could
- here defign no other but the fupreme being ; for the
- honour of poetry, as appears from fome following verfes;
and fecondly becaufe God is the fource of all wifdom, he
is the father of the Mufs, who prefide over the principal

arts.
¥ 119. Clio, {&c.] The names of the Mufs, and
their derivations. Clio from xAcw to celebrate, to render
lorious. Melpomene from pewouas to fing or warble,
i‘umpe from ¢v and 7¢prw to delight well,  Terpfichore
from 7¢pre to delight, and xopos a choir. Erato from
eoan to love. Thalia from Sarsas banquets, or Sarre
to flourith. Polymnia from aorvs many, and vuwes a
fong or hymn, Urania from ovpares heaven. Calliope
’ ’ . T from
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Terpfichore all joyful in the choir, ..

And Erato to love whofe lays infpire ; .

To thefe Thalig and Polymnia join, - . ~

Urania, and Callispe diving, P ) }

The firft, in honour, of the tuneful nine; 125

She the great ats of virtuous momarchs fings,

Companion only for the beft of kings.

Happy of princes, fofter fons of Fowe,

Whom at his birth the nine with eyes of love

Behold ; to honours they his days defign; 130

He firft among the fcepter’d hands fhall fhine ;

Him they adorn with ev’ry grace of fong,

And foft perfuafion dwells upon his tongue s

To him,. their judge, the people turn their eye,

On him for juftice in their caufe rely, . 13§
- : . © Reafon

from xaroé beautyful, and o) a voice. Our poet attri-
butes no particular art to each Mufe, but, according to
him, poetry is the province of all. Callispe indeed is di-
ftinguithed from the reft as prefiding over the greater fort
of poetry.  See the Difcourfe on the theology of the anti.
ents, &c. )

Y 134. To him, their judge, &c.] Le Clerc tells us,
from Dionyfius Halicarnaffeus, that, at firft, all the citys
in Greece looked on their kings as their judges to deter-
smine all controverted points; and he was eiteemed the
beft king who was the beft judge, and the ftriGeft ob-
{ferver of the laws: for the certainty of this we need no
better authority than our own poet, and particularly in .
his Works and Days : it is worth obferving how very
careful he is to infpire his readers with fentiments of; reé-t

pe

m‘:
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Reafon alone his upright judgement guides,

He hears impartial, and for truth decides ; ;
Fhus he determines from a fenfe profound, |
And of contention heals the peys’nous wound. 139
Wife kings, when fubjeQs grow in fa&tion ftrong,

Fjrﬁ calm their minds, and then redrefs their wrong,.

By their good counfels bid the tumulg ceafe,

And footh contending partys into peace 5

His aid with duteous rev’rence they implere,

And as a god their virtuous prince adore : 145

" From whom the Mu/es love fuch bleflings flow,

To them a righteous prince the: people owe,

From Fove, great origin, all monarchs foring,

From mighty Fove-of kings himfelf the king;

Feom the Pienign maids, the-héav’nly nine, 150
And from Apolls, fire of verfe divines

fpect and dignity towards their rulers; and to increafe odr-
reverence for them he derives them. from the great ruler
of the univerfe ; and frem the fame origin are the Maues 3-
alt which mauft: be thus umderftood, the prince owes all his
vegal honours and power te the fupreme being, and no-
lefs than almighty aid is neceffary to make a good poet.
. ¥ can add nothing more proper to what I have fayed con-
cerning princes, their office, and derivation of their power:
than the firft three verfes of the fixth ehapter of the wifdom:
of SoLoMON. Hear therefore, O ye kings, and under-
fand’; learn ye that be judges of the ends of the eartlf,
give ear, you that rule the people, and glory in the multi-
tude of nationss for power is given you of the Lord, and’
Jovereignty from the highefi, who Jeall try your avorks,,
and fearch out your counfelt, F
ar
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Far fhooting deity whofe beams infpire,

The poets fpring, and all. who ftrike the lyre.
Blefs’d whom with eyes of love the Mufes view,
Sweet flow his words, gentle as falling dew. 155
Is there a man by rifing woes opprefs’d,

Who feels the pangs of a diftrated breaft,

Let but the bard, who ferves the nine, rehearfe
The aéts of heros pafs’d, the theme for verfe,

Or if the praife of gods, who pafs their days 160
In endlefs eafe above, adorns the lays,

The pow’rful words adminifter relief,

And from the wounded mind expel the grief 5

Such are the ehatms which to the bard belong, -
A gift frem gods deriv'd, the pow’rof fong. (163

" % £58. Z thene a viaw &c.] This and the nine folow-
_ino' verfq are by {ome attrihatad ¢n unwou’ P ebeheted ::'3

fragments of that .poet; where the miftake lys I gnnot
tell ; but T flall here take an eccafion to account, in ge-
neral, for feveral verfes in the fliad, Odyffes, thg Works
and Days, and the Theogony, being alike : they are either .
fuch as where they mention the Pleiades, Hyades, and
Oriom, conftellations which were moft taken notice of by
the old poets, and the mames of which naturally run inte
an heximeter vgrfe; or fuch as were common or pro-
verbial fayings of the times; which circamftances render
it very poflible for’ diverfe to have wrote the fame lines
without one ever feeing the works of the other. I am -
perfuaded that all, or moft ef, the fimilar paflages in
thefe two poets are of this nature. If therefore fome of
the old Scholiafts'and commentatoss had throughly con-
fidered this, they would not have had. fo many imperti-
nencys in their remarks as they have. Hai
emal ;

b
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Hail maids celeftial, feed of heav’n’s great king,
Hear, nor unaided let the poet fing,
Infpire a lovely lay, harmonious nine,
My theme th’ immortal gods, a.race divine,
Of Earth, of Heav’n which Jamps of light adorn,
- And of old fable Nizht, great parents, born,” 171
And, after, nourifh’d by the briny Main:
Hear goddefles, and aid the ventrous ftrain :
8ay whence the deathlefs gods receiv’d their birth,
And next relate the origin of Earth, 175
Whence the wide fea that fpreads from fhore to thore,
Whofe furges foam with rage, and billows roar,
Whence rivers which in various channels flow,
And whence the ftars which light the world below,
And whence the wide expanfe of beav’n, and whence
The gods, to-mortals who their good difpenfe ; 181
. Say how from them our honours we receive,
And whence the pow’r that they our wants relieve,

L 4

\ W 172, ——nourifp’d by the briny Main.]. I know
not ho7w this is to be _tookézut phyfically ;' if we f:ﬂpofe
all things to be the offsprings of Chaos, which are na-
tural beings, they may properly be fayed to be nourith-
ed by the Main, that is by prolific humor. In this fenfe
Milton, in the feventh book of his Pgradife bfi, judici-
- oufly ufes the word, fp'w.king of the creation.

Ower all the face of the earth
Main Ocean flow'd, not idle, but awith warm
Prolific bumor, foftning all ber glebe,
Fermenting the great mother to conceive.

How
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How they arriv’d.to the zthereal plains,

And took poffeffion of the fair domains: 185
"With thefe, olympian maids, my breaft infpire,
And to the end fupport the facred fire,

In order all from the beginning trace,

From the firft parents of the num’rous race.

Chaos, of all the origin, gave birth ' 190

Firft to her offspring the wide-bofom’d Earth,

¢ \

¥ 190. CHaos of all the origin, &c]. In my inter-
retation of the generation of the deitys I fhall chiefly
g:\ve regard to the phyfical meanings ; fuch paflages as
I leave unobferved are what any reader with little trou-
ble may clear to himfelf after he has feen my explana-
tions of the moft material.

" This fable, fays lord Bacom, in his Wifdom of the anti-
<nts, {peaking of Heawen, feems to contain an erigma of
the orgin of things, not much different from the truth of
the divine word, which tells ns of a deformed matter be-
fore the works of the fix days. To this eternity of con-
fufed matter Milton alludes in the feyenth book of his Pa-
radife lofl, ’

Far into Cha6s, and the world unborn.

¥ 191. - the wide bofom’d Earth, £9c.] Plato,
in his Phado, fays the earth was the feat and foundation
of the gods, adararer he calls them, to fhew that the
-gods were once preferved with pious men. Tzerz. This
3s ftrange philofophy, to imagine any beings to have 2 be-
ginning, and yet immutable and immontal from their firft
gife ; but it is apparent that the poet makes matter pre-
cede all things, even the gods. Guietus judges the next
verfe to be fuppofititious. : '

The
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The feat fecure of all the gods, who now

Poflefs Olympus ever cloath’d with fnow ;

Th’ abodes of Hell from the fame fountain rife,

A gloomy land that fubterranean lys ; © 19§
And hence does Love his antient lineage trace,
Excelling fair of all th’ immortal race ;

At his approach all care is chas’d away,

Nor can the wifeft pow’r refift his fway 3

Nor man, nor god, his mighty force reftrains, 200
Alike in ev’ry breaft the godhead reigns: |
. And Erebus, black fon, from Chaos came,
Born with his fifter Night a fable dame.

egm——

. P 194. TF abodes of HevLL &c.] Tartarus, or Hell,
is fayed to be brought forth with the earth, becaufe it is
feigned to be in the inmoft recefles of the earth. The
word Tartarss is derived from the Phanician tarabbta-
rahb, the Radix of which is. the Hebreav and Arabic ¢a-
rabb, which fignifys, he created trouble. Le Clerc.

¥ 196. And hence does Love £9¢c.] This fable alludes
to, and eénters into, the cradle-of natura. Love feems to
be the appetite, or ftimulation, of the firft matter, or, to
fpeak mare intelligible, the natural motion of the atom.
Lord Bacon. :

¥ 202. EreBus, black fon, &c.] It is rightly ob-
ferved that darknefs was over all till the fky. was illu-
mined by the fun and the ftars ; Cbaos therefore brought
forth darknefs and night, Tzetz. Before any thing ap-
peared all. was bereb or erbo darknefs or night; the fame

:3s the account which Mofes gives us. Le Clere.

o e e

——

Night

M
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Night bore, the produce of her am’rous play
With Erebus, the fky, and chearful day. - 205
- Earth firft an equal to herfelf in fame
Brought forth, that covers all, the flarry frame,
- : The

¥ 204. Nicur ore, &c.] 1 believe the word aslne
«does not mean the chief, or material, part of the air, but
is the fame with a3pia ferenity, Le Clerc. So Night and
Darknefs are properlpy fayed to be the parents of ﬁa_y and
Serenity.

¥ 206. EArTH firfl an equal &c.] All that the poet
aeans is, that Earth appeared before the firmament which
furrounds it. Similar to this is the defcription Milron
gives of the offsprings of earth.

God {ay'd,
Be gatherd now ye avaters under HeAV'N,
Into one place, and let dry land appear,

Immediately the mountains huge appear
Emergent, and their broad bare backs upheave
Into the clouds. Book 7.

Let us now confider the difference betwixt aeAayes or
worros and wxeavos, which I render the fez and the ocean,
and why the fez is fayed to be from Eart only, and the
«ocean from Earth and Heaven. That part of the ocean is
generally agreed to be called fzz which takes a name from
any coumtry or particular circumitance ; the oceaw, Dioda-
rus Siculus tells ws, in his firft book, comprehends, ac-
cording to the opinion of the antients, all moifture which
nourithes the univerfe; and Henry Stephens quotes man
authoritys to thew it was always ufed in that fenfe ; I fhail
content myfelf with one from Homer, and another from
Pliny. C- ~ : 3

EE woep sadlec milapol, Kid Baga Sardads

Kas wagas uows, &c. -

'From
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The fpacious Heav'n, of gods the fafe dorﬁain,
Who live in endlefs blifs, exempt from pain ;_
From her the lofty Hills, and ev’ry Grove, 210
- Where nymphs inhabit, goddefles, and rove :
Without the mutual joys of love fhe bore 1
The barren Sea, whofe whit’ning billows roar.
< At length the Ocean, with his pools profound,
Whofe whirling ftreams purfue their rapid round,
" Of Heav’n and Earth is born; Ceeus his birth 216
‘From them derives, and Creus, fons of Earth s -
Hyperion

fountains. . v o
The ocean, fays Pliny, is the receptitle of all waters,
and from which all waters flow; it is that which feeds
the clouds and the very ftars. '
¥ 214. ﬂmﬁngx of Heaven gnd Earth.] Le Clere
is inclined to think that thefe names are fome of real per-
fons, and fome only poetical, as Themis and Mnemofyne
which are juftice and memory. The fame critic might -
have quoted Plutarch to countenance this opinion, who
names for real perfons Ceexs, Crexs, Hyperion, and Fa-
phet : mor is it unreafonable to believe that the poet de-
figned fome as perfons, for, without fuch to meafure
time, Saturn, or Kpovos, which fignifys time, would be
introduced with impropriety.
The etymologys of the names of the Cyclsps are lite-
rally exprefive of their nature. - The general name to all
. is from xiaos a circle and o} an eye, Brontes from Beorrn
thunder, Sreropes from asteorn brightnefs, drges from
. appos white, fplended, fwift. .Apolledorus varys from~ 1

From which are .derived all rivers, every fea, and all L

our poet in one of the names of the Cyilops 5 inftead of
Apyn he calls him Apry. Ithasbeenbfee'n-rem:rhl;ed
' : t
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.Hyperior; and Faphet, brothers, join :

Thea, and Rbea, of this antient line

Defcend ; and Themis boafts the fource divine, 220
And

that Homer, Hefiod, Apollodorus, and other mythologifts,
frequently differ in names : I here give one inftance, from
many obfervations which I have made, of their not
differing in fenfe tho in name; for as fwift, or fplendid,
is a proper epithet for lightning, apmn, a fork, is as fig,
nifycant a name for one of the Cyclops as agyn.

Cottus, Gyges, and Briareus. Grewius will have thefe
three to be men, and robbers; he fays the antients in-
tended, by the terrible defcription of their many heads
and hands, to exprefs their violence, ferocity, and in-
juftice. The Scholiaft Tzetzes fays they are turbulent
winds ; which phyfical interpretation feems moft agree-

‘able to me; their heads and hands well exprefs their rage;

they being imprifoned by their father in the bowels of the
earth, and relieved by their mother in procefs of time,
which is the meaning of Saturz releafing them, is all
tinent to the winds. I am not infenfible of an objec-
tion that may. be ftarted, in this explication, from the
manner in which they are made part of the war with the
gods ; but we are to confider that the poet does not con-
fine himfelf to dire@ phyfical truth; for which reafon he
srepared his readers for a mixture of fition, from the
mouth of the Mu/z, in the begining of the poem.

Let us come to the explanation of the confpiracy of
Earth and Saturn againft Heawven. Tzetzes, Guictus,
and Le Clerc, have this conje@ture likewife of the chil-
dren which were confined by Heawer in the receffes of the
earth ; they were the corn-fruits of the earth which, in
time, fome perfon found to be of benefit to human kind =
he difcovered the metal of which he made a fickle: the
pofture of reaping is defigned by his left hand applyed

to the members of his father, and his right to the inﬁn;-
' . ment,

S A&Lun;. e
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And thou Mnemofyne, and Phabe crown’d

With gold, and Tethys for her charms renown’d :

To thefe fucceflive wily Saturn came,

As fire and fon in each a barb’rous name.

Three fons are fprung from Heav'n and Earth’s em-
[brace,

The Cyclops bold, in heart a haughty race, 226

Brontes, and Steropes, and Arges brave,

- ' Who to the hands of fove the thunder gave ;

ment. ‘The giants and nymphs, which are fayed to
fpring from the blood of Heawen, are thofe who had the
advantages of the invention. The warlike giants and
furys are wars and tumaults, which were the confequences
.of plenty and riches. Saturn throwing the members
into the fea denotes traffic with foreign countrys.

Venus, fays Ld. Bacon, is defigned to exprefs the con-
-cord of things.

Heawven called his fons Titans from rsrawe to revenge:
his prophecy may allude to the difturbances in the world
‘which were the effets of plenty and luxury.

How monftrous does this ftory feem in the text! Cer-
tainly the author muft have fome phyfical meaning in
view; and what more probable than the laft which we
have offered ? This allegorical way of writing will ceafe
‘to be a wonder, when we confider the cuftom of the times,
and the Jove that the antients bore to fables; and we muft
" think ourlelves happy that we can attain fuch light into
them as we have, fince we are divided by fuch length of
time from the firft inventors, and feeing the poetical em-
bellithments fince added to them have rendered them more
obfcure : but of this I fhall fpeak more largely in my
difcourfe at the end. .

They
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They for almighty pow’r did light'ning frame,
All equal to the gods themfelves in fame ; 230
One eye was plac’d, a large round orb, and bright,
Amidft their forehead to receive the light ;
Hence were they Cyclops call’d ; great was their fkill, -
Their ftrength, and vigour, to perform th_eir.will.
The fruitful Earth by Heav’n conceiv’d again, 235
And for three mighty fons the rending pain
She fuffer’d ; Cottxs, terrible to name,
Gyges, and Briareus, of equal fame;
Confpicuous above the reft they fhin’d,
Of body ftrong, magnanimous of mind ; 240
Fifty large heads their lufty fhoulders bore,
And, dang’rous te approach, hands fifty more:
Of all from Heav'n, their fire, who took their birth,
Thefe were moft dreadful of the fons of Earth;
‘Their cruel father, from their natal hour, 245
With hate purfued them, to his utmoft pow’r ;
He from the parent womb did all convey
Into fome fecret cave remote from day :
The tyrant father thus his fons opprefs’d,
And evil meditations fill’d his breaft. 250
Earth deeply groan’d for thefe her fons confin’d,
And vengeance for their wrongs employ’d her mind §
8he yields black iron from her fruitful vein,
And of it forms an inftrument of paiq; o

H2 . Then
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Then to her children thus, the filence broke, 253
Without referve fhe deeply fighing fpoke.
. My fons, defcended from a barb’rous fire,
 Whofg evil a&s our breafts to vengeance fire,
Attentive to my friendly voice incline®;
"I'h’ aggrefor he, and to revenge be thine. 260
The bold propofal they aftonifh’d hear ;
Her words poffefs’d them with a filent fear ;
Saturn, at laft, whom no deceit can blind,
To her refponfive thus declar’d his mind.
Matron, for us the throwing pangs who bore, 265
Much we have fuffer’d, but will bear no more;
If fuch as fathers ought our will not be,
‘The name of father is no ty to me;
Patients of wrongs if they th’ attempt decline,
Th’ aggreflor he, all to revenge be mine. 270
Earth greatly joy’d at what his words reveal’d,
And in clofe ambufh him from all conceal’d ;
Arm’d with the crooked inftrument fhe made,
She taught him to direét the fharp-tooth’d blade.
Great Heav’n approach’d beneath the veil of Nighz,
Propofing from his confort, Earth, delight; 276
As in full length the god extended lay,
No fraud fufpeéting in his am’rous play,
Out rufh’d his fon, comploter with his wife,
His right hand grafp’d the long, the fatal, knife, g
His left the channel of the feed of life, 281
Which

—
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* Which from the roots the rough-tooth’d metal tore,
And bath’d his fingers ®ith his father’s gore ;

He throw’d behind the fourfe of Heaven's pain ;
Nor fell the ruins of the god in vain; - 288
The fanguine drops which from the members fall
The fertile earth receives, and drinks them all: -
Hence, at the end of the revolving year,

Sprung mighty Giants, pow’rful with the fpear, =~
Shining in arms; the Furys took their birth 290
Hence, and the 2/%od- Nymphs of the {pacious earth,
Saturn the parts divided from the wound,

Spoils of his par;ht god, caft from the ground

Into the fea; long thro the watry plain

Thcy journey’d on the furface of the main: 295
Fruitful at length th’ immortal fubftance grows, °
Whit’ning it foams, and in a circle flows:

Behold a nymph arife divinely fair,

Whom to Cythera firft the furges bear ; )
Hence is the borne fafe o’er the deeps profound 300
To Cyprus, water’d by the waves around :

And here fhe walks endow’d with every grace

To charm, the goddefs blooming in her face ;

~ Her looks demand refpe& ; and where fhe goes
Beneath her tender feet the herbage blows ; 303
And Aphrodite, from the foam, her name,

Among the race of gods, and men, the fame; %
And Cytherea from Cythera came;

H 3 ' ‘Whence
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Whence, beauteous crown’d, fhe fafely crofs’d the fea,
And call’d, o Cyprus, C}pri’ from thee ; 310
Nor lefs by Philomedea known on earth, ,
A name deriv’d immediate from her birth: '
Her firft attendants to th’ immortal choir
Were Love, the oldeft god, and fair Defire
The virgin whifper, and the tempting fmile, 315
The {west alurement that can hearts beguile,
Soft blandifhments which never fail to move,
Friendfhip, and all the fond deceits in love,
Conftant her fteps purfue, or will fhe go
Among the gods above, or men below. 320 ‘
Great Heav'n was wrath thus by his fons te bleed,
And call’d them Titans from the barb’rous deed 3 -
He told them all, from a prophetic mind,
The hours of his revenge were fure behind, ;
Now darkfome Night fruitful begun to prove, 325
Without the knowledge of connubial love ;.
From

¥ 325. The offsprings. of night.] The diftinétion
which Tzetzes makes betwixt Mosga and Knper, Which I
tranflate Deffiny and Fate, is this; one confirms the decree
concerning our death, and the other the punifhment at-
tending evil works. Le Clerc infers, from the poet mak-
ing even the gods fubje@ to the Fates, that they muit be
mere men which were immortalifed by human adoration ;
but the paflage which P/utarch, in his inquiry after god,
quotes from Plato will better reconcile this; Fate, fays
he, is the eternal reafen, and law, implanted in the

nature of every being. '
Mowmus
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From her black womb fad Deftiny and Fate,
Death, Sleep, and num’rous Dreams, derive their
, [date:

With Momus the dark goddefs teems again, '
And Care the mother of a doleful train; 330
Th’ Hefperides fhe bore, far in the feas

Guards of the golden fruit, and fertile trees:

From the fame parent {prung the rig’rous three,
The goddefles of Fate, and Deftiny,

Clotho and Lachefis, whofe boundlels fway, 335
With Atropss, both men and gods obey ; ‘
To human race they, from their birth, ordain
A life of pleafure, or a life of pain;

Momus is calied 4 deity becaufe he animadverts on the
vices both of men and gods; but why is he called the
fon of Night ? Becaufe cenfure and b.lckbitin%; are gene-
rally fpread privately and as'in the dark. His name is
from glaum or Mom, the Phanician word for vice. Lu-
cian, in his Affembly of the gods, makes Momus fpeak thus
of himfelf ; a/l knocw me to be free of my tongue, and that
I conceal nothing ill dome: d $lab out every thing, &c.
Le Clere. :

The Hefperides are nymphs which are fayed to watch
the golden fruit in the weftern parts of the world.
Tzetzes thus interprets this ftory : the Hefperides are the ~
noturnal hours in which the ftars are in their lufter; by
Hercules, who is feigned to have plucked the golden
fruit, is mean'd the fun, st whofe appearance the ftars
ceafe to fhine. :

Nennefis is called the goddefs of revenge, and the ety-
mology of her name {peaks her office, which is from ye-
pecan to refent. Our poet, in his Works and Days,
ranks her with Modefly.

B : O S To



152 The THEOGON Y.

To flav’ry, or to empire, fuch their pow’r, i
They fix a mortal at his natal hour ; 340
The crimes of men, and gods, the Fates purfue,
And give to each alike the vengeance due ;

Nor can the greateft their refentment fly,

They punifh ’¢’re they lay their anger by :

And Nemefis from the fame fountain rofe, 345
From hurtful Night, herfelf the fourfe of woes:’
Hence Fraud, and loofe Defire the bane of life,

O/d age vexatious, and corroding Strife.

From Strifz pernicious painful labour rofe,
Otlivion, Famine, and tormenting #es ; 350
Hence Cembats, Murders, Fars, and Slaughters, rife,
Deceits, and Quarrels, and injurious Lys ;

Unruly Licenfe hence that knows rio bounds,
And Lojfes fpring, and fad Domeflic wounds ;
Hence Perjury, black Perjury, began, 355
A crime deftru@ive to the race of man,
Old Nereus to the Sea was born of Earth,
Nereus who claims the precedence in birth
To

¥ 357. Nereus, which in the Pbanician tongue is
nabaro a river, is fayed to be a fon of the Sea, becaufe
all rivers take their rife from thence according to the
opinion of the poet. The reafon, perhaps, for which
he has this extraordinary charafter in the Theogony is
becaufe he was efteemed a prophetic deity. Le Clerc.

.. : Thaumas

,.,!L,_M
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To their defcendants ; him old god they call,
Becaufe fincere, and affable, to all ; 260
In judgement moderation he preferves,
And never from the paths of juftice fwerves. ‘
Thaumas the great from the fame parents came,
Phorcys the ftrong, and Ceto beauteous dame:
To the fame fire did Earth Euribia bear, 3635
As iron hard her heart, a cruel fair.

Daris to Nereus bore a lovely train,
Fifty fair daughters, wand’rers of the main ;

: A

Thaumas is here made the fon of the Sez and Eazrth;
and the father of Iris: Le Clerc fays he is thus allyed:
to the Sea and Iris; he is the deity that prefides over
clouds and vapours, which arife from the fea and the earth,.
and caufe Iris or the rainbow. H: is called Thaumas
from Savualw to wonder at, or admire, or from the
Phanician word, of the fame fignifycation, thamab, be-
caufe all meteors excite wonder or admiration,
 Phorcys, fays Le Clerc, feems to' have been one who®
employed himfelf in navigation ; but his derivation of
the word is too far fetch’d from the Syrian phrak, he de-
parted, or travelled. The fame critic is furprifed, and
indeed not without reafon, that Cess fhould be called fair,
and have fuch horrid children ; he derives her name from:
kout to be contentious, to loath.

Eurybia is from eveus wide and piz force, one' of ex-
tenfive power. :

¥ 367. Tzetzes thinks the poet, by the names of the-
Nereids, defigned to exprefs feveral parts. and qualitys
of the fea; but Le €/erc believes them only the arbi-
trary invention of the pocts.  Spenfer, in the eleventh:
canto of the fourth book of his Fairy Queen has intro-

H 5 duced:
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A beauteous mother fthe, of Ocean born,

Whofe graceful head the confely’ft locksadorn: 370
Proto, Eucrate, nymphs, begin the line,

Sao to whom, and Ampbhitrite join 3

Eudore, Thetis, and Galene, grace,

With Glauce, and Cymothoe, the race;

Swift-footed Spio hence derives her birth, 375
With thee, Thalia, ever prone to mirth ;

And Melite, charming in mien to fee,

Did the fame mother bear, Eulimene,

Agave too, Pafithea and thee ;

¥rom whom fprung Erato, Eunice you, 380
With arms appearing of a rofy hue;

duced a beautyful affemblage of the Nereids and other
fea and river deitys at the marriage of Thames and Med-
<way: and he has imitated and paraphrafed many verfes
together of our poet, and tranflated many more ; and
moft, in my judgement, fuperior to the Greek : whofe
manner of imitating the antients will appear by 2 gno-
tation of one ftanza.

, STANZA 48th,

And after thefe the fea-nymphs marched all,

Al goodly damels, deckd awith long green hair,
Whom of their fire NEREIDES men call,

All awhich the OCEAN’s daughter to bim bare,
 The greyd-epd Doras s all abich ffty are 5
All which fbe there on ber attending bhad ;

Sawift ProTo, mild EucraTs, THETIS fair,
Soft Sp10. fweet EuDORE,-SA0 fad,

Light Doto, wanton GLAUCE, and GALENE glad.

Dota
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Disto and Proto join the progeny,

With them Pherufa and Dunamene ;

Nifza and Afza boaft ‘the fame,

Protomedia from the fruitful dame, 385}

And Doris honour’d with maternal name ; )

And hence does Panspe her lineage trace,

And Galatea with a lovely face ;

And hence. Hippothoe who {weetly charms,

And- thou Hipponce with thy rofy arms; 390

And hence Cymodoce the floods who binds,

And with Cymatolege flills the winds ;

With them the pow’r does Aunphitrite fhare,

Of all the main the lovely’ft footed fair ;

Cumo, Heione, and Halimed 395
- With a fweet garland that adorns her head, '

Boaft the fame rife, joyful Glauconome,

Pontoporea, and Liagore ;

Ewagore, Laomedia, join,

And thou Polynome, the num’rous line; 400

Autonoe, Lyfianaffa, name, ’

Sifters defcended from the fertile dame ;

In the bright lift Evarne fuir we find,

Spotlefs the nymph both in her form and mind,

And Pfamathe of a majeftic mien ; 405 .

And thou divine Menippe there art feen ; '

To thefe we Nefo add, Eupompe thee,

And thee Themiflo next, and Pronoe ;

He6 Nemertes,
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Nemertes, virgin chaft, compleats the race,
Not laft in honour tho the laft in place ; 410
Her breaft the virtues of her parent fire,
Her mind the copy of her deathlefs fire.
From blamelefs Nereus thefe, the fruits of joy,
* And goodly offices the nymphs employ.

Of: Ocean born, Eletre plights her word. 415
To Thaumas, and obeys her rightful lord ;
dris to whom, a goddefs fwift, fhe bears ;
From them-the Harpys, with their comely hairs,
Defcend, Aello who purfues the wind,
And with her fifter leaves the birds behind; - 420
Ocypete the other 5 when they fly,
They feem with rapid wings to reach the fky,
" Ceto to Phorcys bore the Greiz, grey -
From the firft moment they beheld the day ; 424

Hence,

* 418. The Hargys are violent ftorms ; the etymolo-
gys of their names are fignifycant of their nature. The
word Harpys is from aprale to tear, to defiroy ; Aélla
from aearz a ftorm ; %pn‘a from wirus fwift and were-
s to fly. '

¥ 423. CETo to Prorcys &5c.] I fhall give the flory
of the Gorgons, -and the Graie, as related by Lord Ba-
«on, with his reflections on the fame.

Perfeus is fayed to have been fent by Pallas to flay Me-
dufa, who was very pernicious to many of the inhabitants .
of the weftern parts of Hiberia ; for fhe was fo dire and
horrid a2 monfter that by her afpect only fhe converted
aen into flones.  Of the Gorgons Medufis only was mor-

. tal;
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Hence gods and men thefe daughters Graiz name;
Pephreds lovely veil’d from Ceto came, ‘
And Enyo with her faffron veil : the fame

To

tal: Perfeus, preparing himfelf te kill her, received
arms and other gifts from three deitys ; from Mercury he
had wings for his heels, from Pluto a helmet, and from
Pallas a fhield and a looking-glafs. He went not imme-
diately towards Medufa, tho he was fo well inftruéted,
but firft to the Graiz ; who were grey and like old wo-
men from their birth. They all had but one eyeand one.
tooth, which fhe who went abroad ufed, and layed down
 when fhe returned. This eye and tooth they lent to Per-
feus who, finding himfelf thus compleatly furnithed for
his defign, flew without delay to Medn/z, whom he
found fleeping : if the fhould awake he dared not look in
her face ; therefore, turning his head afide, he beheld her
in the glafs of Pallas, and in that manner taking his
aim he cut off her head : from her blood inftantly fprung.
Pegafus with wings,  Perfeus fixed her head in the fhiel
of Pallas, which retained this power, that all who. be-
held it became ftupid as if -thunder-firuck. :
This fable feems invented to fhew the prudence requi-
red in waging war; in which three weighty precepts are
to be confidered as from the counfel of Pzllas. Firft, in
the enlarging dominions, the occafion, facility, and
profits, of a war are to be thought of before vicinity of
territorys ; therefore Perfeus, tho an oriental, did not de-
cline an expedition to the extreameft parts of the weft.
Secondly, regard ought to be had to the motives of a
war, which fhould be juft and honourable; for a war on
fuch terms adds alacrity both to the foldiers and thofe
who bear the expence of the war 5 it obtuins and fecures
aids, and has many other advzntages. No caufe of 2 war
is more pious than the quelling tyranny, which fo fub-
dues the people a5 to deprive them of all foul and vigggu-l,l
whic

;¥
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To Phorcys bare the Gorgons, who remain
Far in the feat of Night, the diftant main, 429~
Where, .

which is fignifyed by the afpet of Medu/a. Thirdly,
the Gorgons were three, by which wars are reprefented,
and Perfeus is judicioufly made to encounter her only who
was mortal ; that is, he would not purfue vaft and end-
lefs hopes, but undertook a war that might be brought
to a period. The inftru®ion which Per/eus received is
that which conduces to the fuccefs or fortune of the war:
he received fwiftnefs from Mercury, fecrecy of counfels
from Orcus, and providence from Pallas. Tho Perfeus
wanted nor aid nor courage, that he fhould confult the
Graiz was neceflary.. The Graiz are treafons, and ele-
gantly fayed to be grey, and like old women, from their
birth, becaufe of the perpetual fears and tremblings with
which traytors are attended. All their force, before they
ap in open rebellion, is an eye, or a tooth ; for every.
fagif; alienated from a ftate contemplates and bites : this
eye and tooth is in common ; for what they learn and
know pafles thro the hands of fattion from one to the
other ; the meaning of the tooth is, they all bite alike ;
Perfeus therefore was to make friends of the Graie, that
they might lend him the eye and the tooth. Two effeéts
follow the conclufion of the war; firft, the gencration of
Pegafus, which plainly denotes fame, that flys abroad
and proclaims the victory : the fecond is the bearing the
head of Medufa in the fhield ; for one glorious and me-
morable aét happyly accomplifhed reftrains all the mo-
tions of enemys, and makes even malice amazed and
dumb. Thus far Lord Bacon : - the following phyfical
explanation from Tzetzes.

Phoreys fignifys the vehemence of the waters, Ceto the
depth ; 5pasay the Scholialt interprets 7oy apgov the foam,
Pephreda and Enyo the defire of marine expeditions. The
poet calls the Hefperides murmuring becaufe the flars in
thofe parts, according to Ariffat/e, move to a mufical

' harmony :
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‘Where, murm’ring at their tafk, th’ Hefperides
‘Watch o’er the_golden fruit, and fertile trees:
The number of the Gorgons once were three,
Stheno, Medufa, and Euryale ;

Of which two fifters draw immortal breath,

Free from the fears of age as free from death ; 433
But thou Medufa felt. a pow’rful foe,

A mortal thou, and born to mortal woe ;

Nothing avail’d of love thy blifsful hours,

In a foft meadow, on a bed of flow’rs,

Thy tender dalliance with the ocean’s king, 440
And in the beauty of the year, the fpring;

You by the conqu’ring hand of Perfeus bled,
Perfeus whofe fword lay’d low in duft thy head ;

" Then ftarted out, when you began to bleed,

The great Chryfask, and the gallant fteed 445
Call’d Pegafus, a name not giv’n in vain,

Born near the fountains of the fpacious main.

harmony : by Stheno and Euryale, which are immortal,
he means the immenfe and inexhauftible parts of the
ocean, by Medufa the waters which the fun, or Perfeus,
drys up by his beams. Cbryfaor* and Pegafus are thofe
parts of matter which are exalted on” high, and break in
thunder and lightening. Pega/fus, fays Grewius, is fo
called becaufe he was born near anyes, the fountains of
the main ; Chryfaor from his having in his hand yevoacr
aoe a golden fword. Le Clerc tells us that this fable is
originally Phanician ; he derives the name of Perfeus
from pbarfcho a horfeman, and Chryfaor from the Phee-
nician word chrifaor the keeper of fire. Hi

' is
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His birth will great Chryfaor’s name unfold,

When in his hand glitter’d the fword of gold ;

Mounted on Pegafus he foar’d above, 450

And fought the palace of almighty Fove ;

Loaded with light’ning thro the fkys he rode,

And bore it with the thunder to the god.
Chryfaor, love the guide, Calliroe led,

Daughter of Ocean, to the genial bed ; 455

Whence Geryon fprung, fierce with his triple head ;

Whom Hercules lay’d breathlefs on the ground,.

In Erythea which the waves furreund ;.

His oxen lowing round their mafter ftand,

‘While he falls gafping from the eonqu’rer’s hand ::

That fatal day beheld Eurytion fall, 461
And with him Orthus in a gloomy ftall;
: . By

¥ 456. Some, fays the Scholiaft, will' have Geryor to
fignify time; his three heads mean the prefent, pafled,
and the future; Erythea is an ifland in the ocean where
he kepd his herds. Tzetz.

Le Clerc tells us that when Hercules invaded the ifland
which Geryon poflefled he was oppofed by three partys
which were inhabitants, and conquered them; which ex-
plains his cating off his three heads.

The fame critic afterwards feems to doubt this inter-
pretation 5 he quotes Bochart to prove that no oxen were
in Erythea, and that the ifland was not .produétive of
grafs ; but I think if heads are figuratively mean’d for
partys, the herds may as well be took for the men who
compofed thofe partys.

¥ 462. Orthus is the dog of Geryon that watched the
herds, which may be fome chief officer, and his being

2 murdered
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By his ftrong arm the dog and herdfman flain,

The hero drove the oxen crofs the main ;

The wide-brow’d herds he to Tirynthus bore, . 465
And fafely landed on the facred fhore.

Calliroe in a cave conceiv’d agdin,

And for Echidna bore maternal painj

A montfter the of an undaunted mind,

Unlike the gods, nor like the human kind; 470
One half a .nymph of a prodigious fize,

Fair her complexion, and afquint her eyes;

The other half a ferpent dire to view,

Large, and voracious, and of various hue ;

" Deep in a Syrian rock her horrid den, < 478
From the immortal gods remote, and men;
There, fo the council of the gods ordains,
Forlorn, and ever young, the nymph remains,

In love Echidna with Typhaon join’d,

" Qutragious he, and bluft’ring, as the wind; - 480
Of thefe the offsprings prov’d a furious race ;
Orthus, the produce of the firft embrace,

Was vigilant to watch his mafter’s herd,
The dog of Geryon, and a trufty guard :
Next Cerberus, the dog of Pluto, came, 485

Devouring, direful, of a monftrous frame ;
dered ' il From
murdered in a gloomy ftall may fignify the fhameful retreat

he made in his time of dangel)" gy :
¥ 485. Cerberus Le Clerc derives from chrabrofch hav-

' ing many heads. The Hydra, he tells w, means the in-

4 .III"" -
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From fifty heads he barks with fifty tongues,

Fierce, and undaunted, with his brafen lungs :

The dreadful Hydra rofe from the fame bed,

In Lerna by the fair-arm’d Funo bred, 490 |

Funo, with hate implacable who ftrove ‘

Againft the virtues of the fon of Fove;

But Hercules, with dolaus join’d, ’

Amphitryon’s vace, and of 4 martial mind,

Blefs’d with the counfel of the warlike maid, 495
Dead at his feet the borrid monfter lay’d:

* From the fame parents fprung Chimera dire,

From whofe black noftrils iffued flames of fire ;

Strong, and of fize immenfe ; a monfter the

Rapid in flight, aftonithing to feg; 500

habitants about the lake Lerna 1 Fumo may therefore fig-
nify the earth who nourithed the Hydra. -

¥ 497. Chimera is from. the Pbhanician chamirak
Barned : it was a mountain fo called becaufe it emited
flames ; of which, fays PLiny, the mounéain Chimzra in
Phacelis flames, without ceafing, night and day. STRABO
thinks the fable todk a rife from this mountain : the three
heads may be three cliffs; Backurs fappofes them to be
three leaders of the peaple of Pifidia, whofe names may
have a fimilitude to the nature of the three animals, the
Tlion, the goat, and the ferpent. Belleraphon is {ayed to
conquer this monfter, to whom the ‘poet gives Pegafas,
becaufe to gain the fummit of the mountain no lefs
than a win%ed herfe was required. Le Cherc. The inter-
pretation of Chimera a mountain is not unnatural,” when
we confider her the daughter of Typhaon, of whom we
fhall fpeak more largely in a following note,

A lion’s
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A lion’s head .on her large fhoulders grew,
The goat’s, and dragon’s, terrible to view 3
A lion fhe before in mane and- throat,
Behind a dragon, in the midft a goat ;
Her Pegafus the fwift fubdued in flight, 505
Back’d by Bellerophon a gallant knight. - ‘
. From Orthus and Chimera, foul embrace,
Is Sphinx deriv’d, a monfter to the race
' - - Of

. ¥ 508. Sphinx is thus defcribed by AroLLODORUS;
Joe kad the breafi and face of a woman, the feet and -
2ail of a lion, and the wings of a bird. Le CLERrc
has this interpretation, which feems the moft reafonable,
of this monfter. After deriving the name from Sphiza
which is 2 murderer, he tells us, in Sphinx is Thadowed a
gang of robbers which lurked in the cavitys:of a moun-
tz2in; fhe is fayed tohave had the face aad brealt of
woman becanfe fame women were among them, who
rhan allured the travellers, :the feet and tail of a Liom,
caufe they were cruel and deftruitive, and the wings of
a bird from their fwiftnefs. Sheis fayed to have flain
thofe who could not explain her HFrnigma; that is, they
murdered {uch as unwaryly came where they were, and
Jenew mot their haunts.  Oedgpus s vecorded to have un-
:;veled the Eunigma bocaule he found them and deftroyed
em. :
The Nemean lion may be an allegory of the fame na-
ture, or literally a lion.
&;‘he 331 verle in the original is commonly. given

- Kotpaseav 7pn7ato Nnpeemg 1d° amezarros,
in which 7en7ose is taken' as an adjeltive, fignifying ca-
werngfa ; but Mr. Rebinfon, in his edition of Heﬁadl%‘u:&
1
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Of Cadmus fatal : from the fame dire veins
Sprung the ftern ranger of Nemean plains, 510
The lion nourifh’d by the wife of ?om,
Permited lord of Tretum’s mount to rove ;
Newnea he, and Apefas, commands,
Alarms the people, and deftroys their lands;
In Hercules at laft a foe he found, 515
And from his arm receiv’d a mortal wound.

Ceto and Phorcys both renew’d their flame 3
From which amour a horrid Serpent came ;
Who keeps, while in a fpacious cave he lys,
Woatchful o'er all the golden fruit his eyes,. 520

lithed fince my tranflation of our poet, rightly judges
7enralo to be a proper name, and quotes a paflage from
6:‘:10m Siculus, and another from Paufanias, in which
the den of the Nemean lion is fayed to have been in the
mountain Tretum ; read therefore henceforward,

Kospaveaw Tpnrot, Neusans, nd" amegaslos.

¥ 517. Ceto and Phorcys &'c.]  Serpents are often in
fabulous hiftory conftituted guards of things of immenfe
value. The ferpent Python kep'd the oracle at Delphi ;
and a ferpent is made to watch the golden fruit. What
is the moral of all this? When we are intrufted with af-
fairs of price and importance we ought to be as vigilant
as ferpents. 'The word opsg a ferpent comes from w%o;au
to fee ; and the Phanician nabbafch, a ferpent, is from
- a verb in the fame language to fee. Le Clerc. I muft add

to this explanation, the ferpent being lflaoed in a cave to
guard the fruit denotes fecrecy, as well as vigilance. .

Tethys
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Tethys and Ocean, born of Heav’n, embrace,
Whence fprings the Nile, and a long wat’ry race,
Alpheus, and Eridanus the ftrong, o
That rifes deep, and ftately rowls along,

. . Strymon,

-

¥ 522. The commentators have concluded Hefiod later
than Homer from his naming the chief river in Egypt
under the appellation of the Nil, which, they fay, was
not fo called in the days of Homer, but Zgyptus. This
argument cannot prevail when we confider the word in -
the Radix, which, fays Le Clerc, is nubbul and nhhil,
and in Hebreaw nabbal, which is the common name for
any river ; Hefiod therefore might choofe Nile, xa7’ ¢fo-
v, for eminence, it being the principal river, or for
the fame reafon, which is not unlikely, that Homer might
choofe Egyptus, becaufe it came more readyly into the
verfe: but whatever their reafons were for choofing thefe
different names of the fame river, here is ho foundation
to determine fo difficult a point as the age of either of
thefe poets from it.

¥ 523. Alpheus is a river in Elis, and has fomething
more extraordinary, fays Paufanias, in it than any other
river ; it often flows under ground and breaks out again.
Eridanus a river, fays the Scholiaft, of the Ce/te. Stry-
mon a river in Tbrace. Mezander in Lydia or Iaria.
Ifler in Scythia. Phafis in Colchis. Rhefus in Troy. Ache-
bous in Acarnia or &Ltolia. Neffus in Thrace. Rhodius
in Troy. Haliacmon in Macedon. Heptaporus, Granicus,
and Efapus in Troy. Hermus in Lydia. Simois in
Trop. Peneus in Theffuly; and fome, fays Tzerzes, fay
Granicus and Simois are in Theflaly. Caicus in Myfia.
Sangarius in upper Phrygia. Laden in drcadia ; this’
river, fays Paufanias, exceeds all the rivers in Greece for
clearnefs of water. Parthenius in Paphlagonia. Ewvenus
in AZtolia. Ardefeus in Sothia. Scamander in Tro.
The daughters of Zeshys and Ocean are only poetical

nAmes ;
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Strymon, Meander, and the Iffer clear; 525
Nor, Phafis, are thy fireams omited here ;
To the fame rife Rbefus his current owes,
And Achelous that like filver flows ;

Hence Neffus takes his courfe, and Rbodius,
With Haliacmon, and Heptaporus ; 530
To thefe the Granic and Zfapus join, '
Hermas to thefe, and Simois divine,

Penéus, and the Caic flood that laves

‘The verdant margins with his beauteous waves;
The great Sangarixs, and the Laden, name, 535
Parthenius, and Evenus, ftreams of fame,

And you, Ardefcus, boaft the fruitful line,

And laftly you Scamender the divine,

From the fame parents, fertile pair, we trace

A progeny of nymphs, a facred race; 540
Who, from their birth, o’er all mankind the care
With the great king Apollo jointly fhare ;

In this is Fove, the god of gods, obey'd,

Who grants the rivers all to lend their aid.

The nymphs from Tethys, and old Ocean, thefe, 545
Pitho, Admete, daughters of the feas, :

names ; defigned, fays the Scholiaft, for lakes and rivers
of lefs note than the fons. They are fayed, continues he,
to have the care of mankind from  their birth jointly
with Apollo, becanfe heat and moifture contribute to ge-
neration, and the nutriment of men thro life,

1 Tanthe,
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Tanthe, and Elefira, x{ymphs of fame,

Doris, and Prymno, and the beauteous dame
Urania as a goddefs fair in face ;

Hence Hippo, and hence Clymene, we trace, 550%
And thou, Rodia, of the num’rous race;

Zeuxo to thefe fucceeds, Calliroe,

Clytie, Idya, and Pafithoe ;

Plexaure here, and Galaxaure, join,

And lovely Dion of a lovely line; 555
Molobofis, and Thoe, add to thefe,

And charming Polydora form’d to pleafe,

Cerces whofe beautys all from nature rife,

And Pluto with her large majeftic eyes ;

Perfeis, Xanthe, in the lift we fee, 560
And Ianira, and Acaffe thee; )

Menefthe, nor Eurspa, hence remove,

Nor Metis, nor Petrea raifing love ;

Cri_/ie, and Afia, boaft one antient fire,

With fair Calypfo objeét of defire, 565
Teleftho faffron-veil’d, Eurynome;

Eudore, Tyche, and Ocyroe,

And thou Amphire of the fource dlvme,

And Styx exceeding all the lovely line: =
Thefe are the fons firft in the lift of fame, 570
And daughters, which from antient Ocean came, %
And fruitful Tezbys, venerable dame :

* Thoufands
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Thoufands of ftreams which flow the fpacious earth
From 7ethys, and her fons, deduce their birth ;
Numbers of tydes fhe yielded to her lord, 575
Too many for a mortal to record ;
But they who on, or near, their borders dwell
Their virtues know, and can defcribe them-well.
The fruits of Thia and Hyperion rife,
And with refulgent lufter light the fkys, 580
The great the glorious Suz tranfcending bright,
And the fair fplendid Moon the lamp of night ;
With' them Aurora, when whofe dawn appears,
Who mortal men, and gods immortal, chears,
To Creus, her efpous’d, a fon of Earth, 585

Eurybia gave the great A/frzus birth ;
. Perfes

¥ 581. The Sun is called Heasos from the Pbanician
word belojo, that is high ; tho this name may fuit all the
planets, yet it is more properly given to the moft emi-
nent of them. He is fprung from Hyperion, that is from
him that exifts on high.

¥ 582. The word Seanm, the Moon, or in' the Doric
Serave, is from the Pbarnician word fehelanah, that is,
one that wanders thro the night, Aurore, or the morn-
ing, being born of the fame parents, needs no expla-
nation.

% §85. Le Clere fays the children of Creus and Eury-
bia are not to be found in any antient hiftory, nor to
explained from the nature of things; but if we confider
the etymologys of the names of the parents his remark
will prove invalid. Creus is from the verb to judge,
and Ewxrybia, as I have before obferved, fignifys wide
command ; judgement therefose and power are made the

parents

v -
“
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Perfes from them; of all moft fkilful, came,
And Pallas firft of goddefles in fame.
Aurora brought to great A/frazus forth
The Weft, the South-wind, and the rapid North; 590
The morning-ftar fair Lucifer the bore,
And, ornaments of heav’n, ten thoufand more,
From Styx, the faireft of old Ocear’s line,
And Pallas, fprung a progeny divine,
Zeal

_parents of three offsprings of renown. I muft here ob-
ferve that Pallas cannos be the fame with her who is af-
terwards fayed to fpring from the head of Fove. Our
poet calls this Palas only, -and the latter Atbena and
Tritogenia. The following verfes which tell us the Winds -
{prung from Affreus and Azrora I fhould fuppofe fpu-
rious, becaufe we are told in the fame poem they fprung
from Typberus, which is every way agreeable to the phy-
fical fenfe ; we muft therefore fuppofe them fuppofiti-
tious, or the poet has commited a very great blunder. See
farther in the note to ¥ 1195. .
¥ 593. Styx, fays the Scholiaft, is from svyea to hate,
to dread ; why her offsprings are made attendants on the
Almighty is confpicuous ; but I am not fatisfyed in Pa/las ~
being their father: Tzerzes tells us that he ‘underftands
by Pallas the fuperior motion which.produces fuch ef-’
fe&s. -The pame, I believe, muft come from zarne, 2
‘verb to_exprefs extraordinary ation, in Latin wibro, agito,
&c. We are told here that Styx was ordained, by Fove,
the oath of the gods; on which Lord Bacoz has the fol-
lowing remark. Neceflity is elegantly reprefented by
Styx, a fatal and irremeable river. The fame noble au-
thor goes on to fhew that the force of leagues is to. take
away the power of offending, by making it neceflary
that the offender fhould undergo the penalty cna’?ﬁd.
‘ I ' ‘hus
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"Zeal to perform, and VifPry in her pace 595
Fair-footed, Valour, Might, a glorious race !
They hold a manfion in the realms above,
Their feat is always near the throne of Fove ;
Where the dread thund’ring god purfues his way,
They march, and clofe behind his fteps obey. 600
“This honour they by Styx theirsnother gain’d ;
Which by her prudence the from Fove obtain’d :
“When the great pow’r that e’en the gods commands,
Who fends the bolts from his almighty hands,
Summon'd th’ immortals, who obey’d his call, 605
He thus addrefs’d them in th’ olympian hall,

Ye gods, like gods, with me who dauntlefs dare
To fate the Titans in a dreadful war,
Above the reft in honour fhall ye ftand,
And ample recampence fhall load your hand: 610
To Saturn’s reign who bow’d, and unprefer’d,
Void of diftin&ion, and without reward,
Great, and magnificently rich, fhall fhine,
As right requires, and fuits 2 pow’r divine.

Thus he proceeds ; if the power of hurting be took away,
or if, on breach of covenf:t, the dangergof ruin, or lofs
of honour or eftate, muft be the confequence, the league
may be fayed to be ratifyed, as by the facrament of Sy,
fince the dread of banifhment from the banquets of the
gods follows ; under which tcrms are fignifyed, by the
antients, the laws, prerogatives, affluence, and felicity,
of empire, See farther ¥ 1082.

Firft,
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Firft, as her father counfel’d, Styx afcends, 615
And her brave offsprings to the god commends ;
Great Fove receiv’d her with peculiar grace,

Nor honour’d lefs the mother than her race ;
Enrich’d with gifts the lefc the bright abodes,

By Fove ordain’d the folemn oath of gods; - 620
Her children, as fhe wifh’d, behind remain,
Conftant attendants on the thund’rer’s train :

Alike the god with all maintain’d his word,

And rules, in empire ftrong, of lords the lord,

Phacbe with fondnefs to her Ceeus cleav’d, 625
And fhe, a goddefs, by a god conceiv’d ;

Latona, fable-veil’d, the produce proves,

Pleafing to all, of their connubial loves,

Sweetly engaging from her natal hour,

The moft delightful in th’ olympianbow’r: 630
From them Affcria fprung, a nymph renown’d,
And with the fpoufal love of Perfes crown’d ;

. . .
% 625. Le Clerc derives Phabe from the Phanician
phe-bab, which is os in #/lé, that is a prophetic mouth ;
for in the Pharnician tongue the oracle is called the mouth
of God, and to fay we confult the mouth of God is the
fame as to fay we confult the oracle. Latona, in Greek
Leto, the fame critic derives from Jut or Jito or leto,
which is to ufe magic charms ; therefore, fays he, Apollo
and Diana, who prefide over magic arts, are fayed to be
born of her. Afferia, he tells us, comes from bayethi-
rab which fignifys lying hid, not an improper name for
an enchantrefs,

I2  To

_*;; RS
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To whom fhe bore Hecate, lov’d by Fove,

And honour’d by th’ inhabitants above,

Profufely gifted from th’ almighty hand, 635
With pow’r extenfive o’er the fea and land,

And great the honour fhe by Fove’s high leave,
Does from l':he'lﬁa.rfy vault of heav’n recgivé.

When to the gods the ficred flames afpire,

" From human oﬁ"rings, as the laws require, 640
To Hecate the vows are firft prefer’d ;

Happy of ‘men ‘whole pray’rs ate kindly hear’d,
Succefs ‘attends his ev’ry a& below,

Honour, wealth, pow’r, to him abundant'flow.
The gods, who all from Earth and Heav’n defcend,
On her decifion for their lots depend ; 646
Nor what the earlyeft gods, the Titans, claim,

By her ordain’d, of honour or of fame,

¥ 633. Hecate is by the Phanicians called Echatha,
that is the only, unica’; for which- reafon thg poet calls
Jher wsvoyevms the only begotten. She is efteemed the chief
prefident ovér magic arts, and reckoned the fame with
the moon. The Phanicians invoked her becaufe fhe is
the regent of the night, the time when all incantations,
charms, and the like, are performed. The fun is in the
fame language called bbadad the only or one, unus. He-
“cate is here fayed to have the fate of mariners jointly
. with Neptune in her power, becaufe the moon has an in-
fluence over the fea, as well as over the land. Le, Clerc.
‘The Scholiaft fays the poet gives this great charaéter of
Hecate, beécaufe the perfon, who was perhaps after her
death honoured with divine rites, was a Beotian.

Has |

T N
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Has fove revok’d by his fupreme command,

For her decrees irrevocable ftand : . 650
Nor is her honour lefs, nor lefs her pow’r, a
Becaufe fhe only blefs’d the nuptial hour ;

Gerreat is her pow’r on earth, and greai her farhe, y'
Nor lefs in Heav’n, and o’er the main the fame,
Becaufe Saturnian Fove reveres the dame: 655 ),
The man fhe loves fhe can to greatnefs raife, '
And grant to whom fhe favours public praife 3

“This fhmes for words dnﬂ;mguxﬂx’d at the bar 3
One proudly triumphs in the fpoxls of war ;

And fhe alone can fpeedy vn&’ry give, 660 -
And rich in glory bid the conqu rer live:

And whcre the vcnerable rulers meet

She fits fupreme upon the Judgement feat :.

In fingle tryals or of ﬁrength or fkill, '
Propitious the preﬁdes o’er whom lhe wxll 663
To honour {he extends the beauteous crown,

And glads the parent w:th the fon’s renown,

With rapid fwiftnefs wings the gal]ant ﬁeeds,
Apd in the race the flying courfer fpeeds.

Who, urg’d by want, and led by hopes of gain, 670
Purfue their journey crofs the dang’rous main,

To Hecate they all for fafety bow,

And to thelr god and her prefer the vow.

With eafe the goddefs, vcnerablc dame, :
Gwcs to the {portfman’s hand hls wiflvd- for game 3

13- Oc
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Or now the weary’d creature faintly flys, 676
~ And, for 2 while, eludes the huntfman’s eyes,
Who ftretches fure to feize the panting prey,
And bear the glory of the chace away,
Till, by the kind prote&’refs of the plains, 680
Her ftrength recovers, and new life fhe gains,
She ftarts, furprifing, and outftrips the wind,
And leaves the mafters of the chace behind.
With Mercury the watchful goddefs guards
Of goats the ftragling flocks, the lowing herds, 685
And bleating folds rich with the pond’rous fleece ;
By her they leflen, and by her increafe,
The only daughter of her mother born,
And her the gods with various gifts adorn:
O’er infants the, fo Fove ordain’d, prefides, 690
And the upgrowing youth to merit guides ;
Gereat is the truft the future man to breed,
A truft to her by Saturn’s fon decreed.

Rbea to Saturn bore, her brother god,
Vefta and Ceres; Funo golden fhod, 695

: And

¥ 694. Saturn, Rhea, and tbm-g{‘ 1.] Em, by

the Latins called Vefla, is by the eamzju ftly derived

_ from Efch, or the Syrian e¢fchtha, fire ; fhe is efteemed

the goddefs of fire. Ceres, the Greek Anlwrrlp comes

from dai, a Phanician word, fignifying plenty ; a pro-

per name for her who has the ofpbem thought

. the firft who taught to cultivate the ground, anduoﬁmfe ‘
uit-

C e ‘ . .t-’&; ,]
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And Pluto hard of heart, whofe wide command-

Is o’er a-dark and fubterranean land,

A pow’rful monarch, hence derive their birth,-
With Nzptupe, deity who fhakes the earth ; .

OF thefe great Fove, the ruler of the fkys, 700"
Of gods and men the fire, in council wife,.

Is born ; and him the univerfe adores,

And the earsh-trembles when his.thunder roars..

fruit:trees. Hen, the Greck name of Fam, is from the:
Pbhanician word hira or harab jealoufy ; than which no-
name could be more apt to Fno, who is often reprefent-
ed as teafing her hufband with jealous furmifes. Asd'ng,
or Pluts, is from the Phanician word ed or ajid, which
is death or deftruction ; the poet calls him hard of heart,
becaufe he fpares none. Plutarch tells us, in his life of
Tbefeus, that the defcent which that hero is fayed to-
make into be// méans nothing more than his journey to
Epirus, of which Aid'ng, or Pluto, was king. Pluto is
fometimes called the god of riches, becaufe he had in his_
kingdom many mines of filver and gold. We now come
to the etymologys of Ewosiya:® and Tloedwr, the
names of Neptune. Pofedon fignifys a deftroyer of fhips,.
wrog1yds®: earth-thaker.  Fupiter is called the father of .
gods and men, becaufe all fovereigns are fathers of their
people. Saturn is fayed to fwallow his children, that is-
he imprifoned them. Thus far Le Clere. 1 fhall con- -
clude this note with the following remark from Lord:
Bacon. ‘The firft diftinGtion of ages is fignifyed by the
reign of Saturn, who thro the frequent diffolutions and
fhort continuances of his fons is fayed to have devoured
them ; the fecond is defcribed by the reign of Fupiter
who drove thofe continual changes into 7artarus, by
which place is mean’d perturbation. Guietus thinks the
the twelve lines from ¥ 745 to 757 fuppefititious.

Is4 Satarns
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Saturn from Earth, and Heav'n adorn’d with flars,

Had learn’d the rumour of approaching wars, 7035

Gereat as he was a greater fhould arife :

To rob him of the empire of the fkys, . }

"The mighty Fove, his fon, in council wife :

With dread the fatal prophecy he hear’d,

And for his regal honours greatly fear’d, 710

And that the dire decree might fruitlefs prove,

Devour’d his pledges, at their birth, of love:

Now Rhea, who her flaughter’d childsen griev’d, .

With fove, the fire of gods and men, conceiv’d;

To Earth and Heav'n fhe for affiftance runs, 715

And begs their counfel to revenge her fons,

To guard her Fove from wily Saturn’s ire,

Secret to keep him from a barb’rous fire ;

They to their daughter lend a willing ear,

And to her fpezk the hour of vengeance near, 720

Nor hide they from her what the fates ordain

Of her great-minded fon, and Saturn’s reign :

Her fafe to Crete the parent gods convey,

In Lyftus there, a fertile foil, fhe lay; 724

At length the tedious months their courfe had run,

When mighty Fove fhe bore, her youngeft fon ;

Wide-fpreading Earth receiv’d the child with joy,

And train’d the god up from a newborn boy,

Rbea to Lyétus fafely took her flight,

Protected by the fable veil of night; 730
Far
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Far in the facred earth her fon fhe Jay’d,
On mount &geus ever crown’d with fhade,
When the old king, who once could boaft his rexgn
O’er all the gods, and the ztherial plain,
Came jealous of the infant’s future pow’s, 735
A ftone the mother 'gav'e him to devour
Greedy he feiz’d th’ imaginary child, .
And fwallow’d heedlefs, by the drefs beguil’d ;
Nor thought the wretched god of ought to fear,
‘Nor knew the day of his difgrace was near ; 740>
Invincible remains his Fove alive, .
His throne to fhake, and from his kingdom drive
The cruel parent, for to him ’tis giv’n
To rule the gods, and mount the throne of heav’n. .
‘Well thriv’d the deity, nor was it long 745. -

Before his ftrength increas’d, and limbsgrow’d ftrong. .
. When the revolving year his courfe had run,
By Earth thy art and Fove his paw’rful [on,
The crafty Saturn, once by gods ador’d,
His injur’d offsprings to the light reftor’d : 750
Firft from within he yielded to the day '
The ﬁone deceitful, and his lateﬂ prey;
This fove, in mem’ry of the wond’rous tale,
Fix'd on Parnaffus in a facred vale,
In Pytho the divine, a'mark to be, 755 .
. That fﬁ;ure ages may aftonifh’d fee: ’

) O And
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And now a greater tafk behind remains,

To free his kindred heav’n-born race from chains,

In an ill hour by Saturn rafhly bound, 759

Who from the hands of Fove their freedom found';:

With zeal the gods perform’d a thankful part,

The debt of gratitude lay next their heart ;

Fove owes to them the bolts which dreadful fly,

And the bright light’ning which illumes the fky ;-

To him th* exchange for liberty they bore, - 765

Gifts deep in earth conceal’d, unknown before ;.

Now arm’d with them he reigns almighty Fevey

‘The lord of men below and gods above.

Clymene, Ocean-born, with beauteous feet;

And Faphet, in the bands of wedlock meetz 770

From

¥ 769. The offiprings aphet azd Clymene.J The
learned will ‘mﬁ?gﬁ&ﬁg ll:e the fon of Noah whofé
Eoﬁerity inhabited Europe 3 but, fince fo many interpo-
tions and falfehoods are mixed with the hiftory of anti-
quity, we cannot wonder if this flory, ia fome ,
remains yet obfcure. Atlas is fayed to fupport the: hea-
vens near where the Hefperides are fituated : 4t/as might
bly have been the’ founder of the people: who pof-
fled ‘the extremeft parts of Africa about the mountain
Atlas 3 which mountain, thro the extraordinary height,
feemed to prop up heaven, and'becaufe it was far in the
weft where they imagined heaven almoft met the earth.
‘This mountain ‘might have had the name from the firft

ruler of the people. Menatius is called v€pisns contu- -
melious, or injurious, which is agreeable to the Radix,
the Ckaldean word menath he tertifyed. Bichart, in his
A T Phaleg,
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From whofe embrace a glorious offspring came, -

Atlas magnanimous, and great in-fame,
Mencetius 5

Phaleg, book 1, chap, 2, tells us the true name of Pro->
metheus was Magog, who was the fon of Faphet : he is-
fayed to have been bound to Caucafus becaufe he fettled near
ity and to have fiole fire from heaven becaufe he found out -
the ufe. of thofe metals which were in the mines about- "
Caucafus. ZEfechylus puts thefe words into-the mouth of
ProMETHEUS, who will fay be found out brafs, iron,-
Silver, and gold, before me ? The etymology of Magoz.
{eems to favour the ftory of the vulture gnawing his liver ;. -
the Hebreav name is or magag which is to wafte
away. The Radix of Gog is he burned, not an impro---
per name. for-him .who was inamoured wirh Pandora.- Le-
Crerc. To thefe accounts- I..fhall add the following,
from Diodorus. Sicwlus.- The: Nile, under the rifing of -
the Dogftar;. at which-time it was ufually full, overflow-
ed the. bounds;.and layed great part of £gyps under water.
Promethess, who tryed to preferve the people by endea-
vouring to ftop the flood, dyed thro grief becaufe he -
could not accomplith his defign.  Hercules, inured to la-
bour, and to overcome difficultys, ftoped the cusrent-and
turned it to.the former .channel. This gave sife, among
the Greek posts,: to the fory of Hercules killing the -
eagle which preyed on .the hiver of Prometheus. 'The -
nanlle of the. river was then a¢os -the Greed word for an -
eagle. .
Since the opinions of the learned are fo various on. this, -
and feveral other fables of antiquity, we muft reft on -
thofe interpretations.-which come neareft to nature, and -
which leave us leaft in the dark. My judgement is that,
whatever might give birth.to this fable, our poet, not re- -
garding the different relations in his time, defigned it 2s -
a moral leffon, fhewing the bad effe@ts of a too free in- - -
dulgence of the paffions, and, in the chara&er of Pros-
#heus, the benefits of regulating them with difcretion 5 -
’ 16 - which «

‘
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Menaetius thou with lafting honours crown’d,
Prometheus for his artifice xenown’d,
And

which I think I have fhewed in my remarks on this
ftory as told in the #orks and Days; to which I fhall
add the following reflections from Lord Bacos, which are
more properly introduced here, as they more particularly
regard this fable as told in the Theogony.

After the improvement of arts and the human under-
ftanding the parable pafles to religion, for the cultivation
of arts was tollowed by the inftitution of divine worthip,
which hypocrify foon polluted. Under the twofold L!:—
crifice the religious perfon and the hypocrite are truely
reprefented : one contains the fat, which is the portion
of God, by the flame and tumes arifing from which the
affection and zedl. for the glory of God are fignifyed ; by
the entrails and fleth of the facrifice, which are goed and
wholelome, are mean’d the bowels of charity. In the
other is nothing but dry and naked bones, which only
ftuff up the fkin while they make a fair thew-of a facri-
fice. In the other part of the fable, Promethens means
prudent men who confider for the future, and waryly
avoid the many evils and misfortunes which human na-
tur. is lizble to : but this good property is accompanyed
with many cares, with the deprivation of pleafures ; they
defraud their genius of various joys of life, they perplex
them{elves with inteftine fears and troublefome -refleGions,
which are denoted by the eagle gnawing his liver while
he is bound to the pillar of neceflity : from the night
they obtain fome relief, but wake in the morning to freth
anxietys.  Prometheus having affiftance from Hercules
means fortituce of mind. The fame is the explanation,
by the Scholiaft, or the eagle. The poet goes farther
than what Tzerzes and Lord Bacon have obferved ; he
‘makes Hercules free Prometheus by the confent of Fu-
piter ; the meaning of which muft be that fuch miferys
. are not to be undergone patiently without divine aid to
fupport
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And Epimetheus of inftedfaft mind, 775
Lurd to falfe joys, and to the future blind,

Who, rafhly weak by fft Temptations mov’d,

The bane of arts and their inventors prov’d,

‘Who took the work of Foue, the virgin fair,

Nor faw beneath her charms the latent fnare. 780
Blafted by light’ning from the hands of Foue,
Mencetius fell in Erebus to rove ;

His dauntlefs mind that could .not brook command,
And prone to ill, provok’d th’ almighty hand.

fupport the fpirits. This ftory is not yet without ob-
fcuritys, for Hefiod calls Prometheus axaxi]e. blamelefs,
hurtful to none, and at the fame time makes him play-
ing tricks with Fupiter in his offerings. I muft here q{-
ferve that this fable is more confiftent in every part as
told in the #Works and Days; nor is it to be wondered at
when we confider that poem as the work of his riper
years, when his genius was more fedate, and his judge-
ment more fettled. I fhall conclude this note with an al-
lufion which Milten has, in his defcription of Ewe, to the
ftory of Pandora ; from which it is evident he took the
box of Pandora in the fame fenfe with the forbidden
fruit ; and, as I have already obferved in my notes to
the Works and Days, many have been of opinion that
bot}:h:fre from one tradition. ‘The lines in Paradife loff
are thefe:

More lovely than Pandora, whom the gods

Endow’d with all their gifts (and, ol too like

In fad event! ) when, to th’ unwifer fon

Of Fapbet brought by Hermes, fhe enfnar’d i
Mankind with her fair looks. Book 4.

[P T
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Atlas, fo hard neceffity ordains;- ) 785
Ere& the pond’rous vault of ftars fuftains ;-

Not far from the Hefperides he ftands,.

Nor from the load retra@s his head or hands:-

Here was he fix’d by Fove in council wife,

Who all difpofes, and who rules the fkys: 790t
To the fame god-Promstheus-ow’d his pains,.

Faft bound-with hard inextricable chains -

To-a large column, .in the midmoft part,

‘Who bore .his.fuﬂ'?:.ings with.a dauntlefs heart ;-
From. Fovean eagle flew with.wings wide fpread, 7955
Ahd on his never-dying liver fed;

What with his rav’nous beak by day he tore

The night fiipply’d, and furnifh’d him with more: .
Great Hercules to his- affiftance came, .

Born. of Alémena 16vely-footed dame.; - 8oa..
And firft he. made the:bird voracious blecd, -

And from his chains the fon of “Faphet freed; .

To this-the god confentsy th’ olympian fire, .

Who, for his fon’s renown, fupprefs’d his irc;
The.wrath he bore againft the wretch who ftrove 8c 5.
In counfel with himfelf, the pow’rful Fove s -

Sach was the mighty thund’rér’s will; to raife .

To greateft height the Theban hero’s praife. .

When at Mecona a contention rofe, - .
Men and immortals to each other foes, - . &iog
The ftrife Prometheus offer’d to.compofe ; .

2. . Ia .
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In the divifion of the fucrifice; ' '
Intending to deceive great Fove the wife,
He ftuff’d the fleth in the large ox’s fkin,
And bound the entrails, with the fat, within, 815
Next the white bones, with artful care, difpos’d;.
And in the candid fat fronr fight enclos'd:
‘The fire of gods and men, who faw the cleat;.
Thus fpoke expreffive of the dark deceit.
In this divifion how unjuft the parts, 820
O Faphet’s fon, of Kings the firft'in arts!"
Reproacliful‘fpoke the god 'in council wife’; -
To whom Prometheus full'of guile replys,
O-Fove, the greateft-of the pow’fs divine;
View the divifion; and the choice be thine: 823
Wily he fpoke from a deceitful mind ;-
Fove faw his thoughts; nor to his heart was blindy-
And then the god, in wrath of foul, began
To plot misfortunes to his fubje& 'man: - ‘
The lots farvey’d, he with' his hands embrac’d 830
The parts which were in the white fat incas’d ; -
He faw the bones, and anger fat confefs’d
Upon his brow, for-anger feiz’d his breaft : -
Hence to the gods the od’rous flames afpire
From: the white bones which feed the facred fire, 833,
The cloud-compelling Fove, by Fapbet’s fon
Enrag’d; to him-in words like thefe begun. .

or
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O! who in male contrivance all tranfcend,
Thine arts thou wilt not yet, obdurate, end.

So fpoke th’ eternal wifdom, full of ire, 840
And from that hour deny’d the ufe of fire
To wretched men, who pafs on earth their time,
Mindful, Prometheus, of thy artful crime:
But Fove in vain qonceal’d the fplendid flame ; -
The fon of Faphet, of immortal fame, - 8435
Brought the bright fparks clandeftine from above
Clos’d in a hollow cane ; the thund’ring Fove
Soon, from the bitternefs of foul, began
To plot deftruion to the peace of man.

Vulcan, a god renown’d, by Fove’s command, 850
Form’d a fair virgin with a mafter hand,
Earth her firft principal, her native air
As modeft feeming as her face was fair.
The nymph, by Pallas, blue-ey’d goddefs, drefs’d,
Bright fhin’d improv’d beneath the candid veft; 855
‘The rich-wrought veil behind, wond’rous to fee,
Fruitful with art, befpoke the deity ;
Her brows to compafs did Minerva bring
A garlant .bre,athing all the fweets of fpring:
And next the goddefs, gloriqus to behold, 860
JPlac’d on her head a glitt’ring crown of gold,
‘The work of Vulean by his mafter hand,
The labour of the god by Fove’s command ;

z There
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There feem’d to fcud along the finny breed ;

And there the breafts of land appear’d to feed; 865
Nature apd art-were there fo much at ftsife, :
The miracle might well be took for life.

Vulcan the lovely bane, the finith’d maid,

To the immortal gods and men convey’d 3

Graceful by Pallas drefs’d the virgin trod, 870
And feem’d a blefling er for man or god : ~
Soon as they fee th! inevitable fnare, .

They praife the artift, and admire the fair ;

Fram her, the fatal guile, a fex derives

To men pernicious, 3nd contra@s their lives, 875
‘The fofter kind, a falfe allusing train,

Tempting to joys which ever- end with pain,

Never beheld with the penurious race, .

But ever feen where lux’ry thews her face,

As drones, eppreflive habjtants of hives, 880
Owe to the labour of the bees their lives,

Whofe work is always with the day begun,

And never ends but with the feting fun,

From flow’r to flow’r they rove, and loaded home
Return, to byild the white the waxen comb, 885
While lazy the luxyrious race remain

Within, and of their toils enjoy the gain,

So woman, by the thund’rer’s hard decree,

And wretched man, arg like the drone and bee:

If
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If man the gauling chain of wedlock fhuns, 890
He from one evil to another runs;

He, when his Hairs are winter’d o’er with grey;.
Will want a helpmate in th’ affliting day ;

And if poffeffions large have blefi’d his life,

He dys, and proves perhaps the fource of ftrife; 895
A diftant kindred, far ally’d in blood,

Contend to make their doubtful titles good :

Or thould he, thefe calamitys to fly,

His honoar plight, and join the mutual ty,

Aand thould the partner of his bofom prove gow
A chaft and prudent matron, worthy love ;-

Yet hewould find this chaft this prudent wife-

The haplefs author of a checquer’d life:.

- But fhould he, wretched man, a nymph embrace,
A ftubborn confort, of a ftubborn race, 90%
Poor hamper’d flave how muft he drag the chain!
His mind, his breaft, his heart, o’ercharg’d with pain?
What congregated woes muft - hé endure -

What ills on ills which will admit no cure!’

" Th’ omnipotence of Fove in all we fee, g10
Whom: none eludes, and what he wills mmuft-be ;
Not thou, to none injurious, Faphet’s fon;

With all thy wifdom; could his anger fhun;

His rage you fuffer’d, and confefs’d his pow’r-
Chain’d in- hard-durance in the peral hour,.  g15

The

=
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'I:he brothers Briareus and Cottus lay,
‘With Gyges, beund in chains, remov’d from day,
N By

¥ 916. Here begins the battel of the gods which con-
tinues to ¥ 3222. In this the leammed are much divided
concerning the intention of the poet, and from whence
he took his account of the war. Some imagine it of
Egyptian rife from the ftory of Typbon ; nor are they few
who believe it from the fame tradition of the battel of
the ls ; . but Tzetzes thinks it no other than a poeti-
cal defcription of a war of the elements: but they are
certainly wrong who think it entirely from either. I do
not ;n the leaft doubt but the poet had a phyfical m
in fome , and in fome iculars may -
bly havepﬂ?f to fome Parerl:tiona, fabulens or
real, of antiquity ; but his main defign feems to have
been that of relating a war betwixt fupernatural beings,
and, by raifing his imagination to the utmoft height, ta
prefent the greateft and dreadfulleft ideas which the hue
man mind is capable of conceiving : and I believe I
venture to fay fome parts of this war are the fublimeft of
the fublime poetry of the antients. If a nicer eye fhould
difcover every part of this war to be entirely pliyfical,
which I think impoffible, yet I am not unjuftifyable- in
my fugpoﬁng his defign to be that of relating a war be-
twixt {u tural beings, for while thofe parts of nature
are clothed in profopopeias they ceafe to be of na-
ture till the allegory is unfolded ; our ideas therefore are
to be placed on the immediate objeéts of fenfe, which are
the perfons of the war as they dire@ly prefent themfelves
to our eyes from the defcription of the poet. I muft
here obferve that all the commentators on our poet are-
filent to the poetical beautys of this war, which makes
nu:!et think them to have been men of more learning than

€. o

Ovr poet tells us the gods eat” Nectar and Ambrofia;

and Homer mentions a river of Ne@ar and Ambrofia ;.
: auCeorig:
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By their hard-hearted fire, who with furprife

View’d their vaft ftrength, their form, and monftrous
[fize:

In the remoteﬂ: parts of earth conﬁn’d 920
They fat, and filent forrows wreck’d their mind,
Till by th’ advice of Earth, and aid of Jove,

With other gods, the fruits of Satzrn’s love

With Rbea beauteous drefi’d, they broke the chain,
And from their dungeons burs’d to light again. 925
Earth told them all, from a p:ophg;xc light,

How gods encount’ring gods fhould meet in fight,
Fo them foretald, whq {foggi dcvmd of fear,
Their hour of viftiry and renown was near ;

The Titans, and the bold Saturnjan rage, . . 930
Shauld wage a dreadful war, ten’ years the fpacc. , !
The Titans bravg on lofty Othrys ftand, ’
And glonouﬂy dare the thund’rer’s hand ;

“Thé gods from Sarurn fprung ally their pow'r ;
€¢Gods Rbea bore him in a fafal hour : ) 935
From high Olympus they like gods engage,

And dauntlefs face, like gods, Titanian rage.

In the diré confli& neither party gains,

In equal ballance lbng the war remains ;

aulpootns xat nﬂacﬁoc amoppat. Odyfl. 7 : fom which
we may conclude thofe words to be ufed both for meat
and drink among the gods.

At

L =e
i
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At laft by truce each foul immrortal refts, 940

Each god on ne@ar and ambrofia feafts ; ‘

Their fpirits neQar and ambrofia raife,

And fire their generous breafts to a&s of praife';

. ‘To whom, ‘the banquet o’er, in council join’d, :

The fire of godsand men exprefs’d his mind: 945
Gods who from Earth and Heav'n, great rife,

.[defcend,

‘To what my heart commands to fpeak attend :

For vi&’ry long, and empire, have we ftrove,

Long have ye battel’d in defence of Fove ;

To ‘war again, invincible your might, 950

"And dare the Titans to the dteadful fight;

Of friendfhip ftri& obferve the facred charms,

Be that the cement of the gods in arms;

Gerateful remember, when in chains ye lay,

From daiknefs Fove redeem’d ye to the day. 955
He fpoke, and Cottus to the god replys';

O venerable fire, in council wife,

‘Who freed immortals from a ftate of woe,

Of what you utter well the truth we know :

Refeu’d from chains and datknefs here Wwe ftand, g60

‘O fon of Saturn, by thy pow’rful hand ;

Nor will we, king, the rage of war decline,

Till pow’r, indifputable pow’r, is thine; -

"The right of conqueft fhall confirm thy fway,

And teach the 77tans whom they muft obey. 965

He
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He ends, the reft affent to what he fays ;
And the gods thank him with the voice of praife ;
He more than ever feels himfelf infpir’d,

And his mind burns with love of glory fir'd, -

All rufh to battle with impetuous might, 970
And gods and goddefles provoke the fight. !
The race that Rbea to her lord conceiv’d,
And the Titanic gods by Fove reliev’d

From

¥ 973. And the Titanic gods &c.] The reader is to
take notice that tho moft of the Titans were againft Fa- .
piter all were not, for Cottus, Gyges, and Briareus, were
Titans ; what an-image is in thefe three brothers taring
up the rocks, and tirowing them againft the enemy!
eaven, earth, the ocean, and hell, are all difturbed by
the tumult. The poet artfully takes care to raife our
ideas, by heightening the images, to the laft. The de-
fcription of the battel from ¥ 970 to 993 is great, but it
is impoffible that any reader fhould not feel himfelf more
affected with the grandeur and terror with which Fupiter
urges the fight. Heaven, earth, the ocean, and hell,
are all difturbed as before, but the additional terror, and
th_e;ariation of the language, make a new fcene to the
mind. -
One conflagration feems to feize on all,
And threatens Chaos with the gen'ral fall.

How elevated are thefe in the original! Could the ge-
nius of man think of any thing fublimer to paint the
horror of the day, attended with the roar of all the
winds, and the whirling of the dut! Could he think of
ought more adequate to our ideas to exprefs the voice of
the war by, than by likening it to the confufed meeting
of the heavens and the earth, to the wreck of worlds!

Do l
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¥rom Erebus, who there in bondage lay,
Ally their arms in this immortal day. . 975

Do you fee, fays Longinus on another author, the earth
apening to her center, the regions of death juft ready to ap-
pear, and the awhole fabrick of the world upon the point
of being rent afunder and defiroyed, to fignify that in this
combat beavven, hell, things mortal and immortal, every
thing, co-laboured as it were with the gods, and that all
nature awas endangered. ‘'This paffage of Longinxs could
never be applyed with more juftice than here, nor more
properly exprefled in our own language than in the words
of Mr. Welfed from his tranflation of that author.
Milton, in his battel of the angels, has judicioufly
-imitated feveral parts of our poet : in one place fays he ;

Helf heard th' unfufferable noife
And a little farther,

+———v——— confounded Chaos roar’d,
And felt tenfold confufion. Book 6.

Le Clere thinks Chaos here means the whole vaft ex- .
tent of air; but Grewius takes it for ueya xasua the
vaft chafm that leads to hell ; in which laft fenfe Milton
likewife takes it, defcribing the pafs from hell to earth,

Before their eyes, in fudden view, appear

The fecrets of the hoary deep, a dark

Illimitable ocean, without bound,

Without dimenfion, where length, breadth, and heighth,

And time, and place, are lofs’d; where cldeft Nig¢,

And Chaos, anceftors-of nature, hold

Eternal anarchy, amidft the noife

Of endlefs wars. . Book 2.
And in the firf) book,
—— ——the univerfal hoft upfent

A fhout that tore Hells concave, and beyond
Frighted the reign of Chaes and old Night. Each
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Each brother fearlefs the dire confli&:ftands,
‘Each rears his fifty heads, and hundred hands ; 1
They mighty rocks from their foundations tore,
-And fiércely -brave againft ‘the Titans bore.

Furious and fwift the Titan phalanx drove, 980
‘And both with mighty force for empire ftrove :

The ocean roar’d from ev’ry patt profound,

And the earth bellow’d from her inmoft.ground :
'Heéav’n groans, ‘and to'the gods cotifliting bends,
And the loud tumult high Olympas rends. 985
So ftrong the darts from god to god were hurl’d,
The clamour reach’d the fubterranean world ;

And where, with haughty ftrides, each warrior trod
Hell felt the weight, and funk beneath the god ;

All Tartarus could hear the blows from far:  ggo
Such was the big, the horrid, voice of war !

And now the murmur of incitement flys,

All rang’d in martial order, thro the fkys ;

Here Fove above the reft confpicuous fhin’d,

In valour equal to his ftrength his -mind ; 995
Ercé and dauntlefs fee the thund’rer ftand,

The bolts red hiffing from his vengeful hand ;

He walks majeftic round the ftarry frame ;

And now the light’nings from Olympus flame ;

The earth wide blazes with the fires of Fove, 1000
Nor the flath fpares the verdure of the grove,

Fierce
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Fierce glows the air, the boiling ocean roars,

And the feas wath with burning waves their thores ;
“The dazling vapours round the Titans glare,

A light too pow’sful for their eyes to bear! 1005
One conflagration feems to feize on all,

And threatens Chass with the gen’ral fall.

From what their eyes behold, and what they hear,
‘The univerfal wreck of worlds is near:

Should the large vault of fars, the heav’ns, defcend,
And with the earth in loud confufion blend, 1011
Like this would feem the great tumultuous jar :

The gods engag’d, fuch the big voice of war!

And now the batt’ling winds their havock make,
Thick whirls the duft, Earth thy foundations thake ;
The arms of Fove thick and terrific fly, 1016
And blaze and bellow, throthe trembling fky ;
Winds, thunder, light’ning, thro both armys drove,
Their courfe impetuous, from the hands of Fove;
Loud and ftupendaus is the raging fight, 1020.
And now each warriour god exerts his might.
Cottus, and Briareus, who fcorn to yield, -

And Gyges panting for the martial field,

Foremoft the labours of the day increafe, -

Nor let the horrors of the battel ceafe: 102§
From their ftrong hands three hundred -rocks they

And, oft’ repeated, overwhelm the Yoz ;

K They

"

[throw,

PRy

R
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They forc’d the Tetans deep beneath the ground,
Caft from their pride, -and in fad durance bound 3
Far from the furface of the earth they ly, 1030
1n chains, s carth is diftant from the fky ;
- From

9 1030. From this verfe to ¥ 1134, the poet judi-
-cioufly relieves the mind from the rage of battel with'a
~defcription of Tartarxs, Styx, &c. with an intent to end’
‘the war, and furprife us with fomething more fublime
:than we could expet after what had preceded the fingle
combat betwixt Fupiter and Typharus. - In the defcription
of Tartarus Miltex has many imitations of our poet.

With carth thy vaft foundations cover’d o'er.
" Hefiod,
* Satan defecribing bis realm.

e lately heav'n, and earth, another world,
Hung o’er my realm. . Milton, book z.
The entrance there, and the Jaft limits, Iy |

Of earth, the barren main, the farry fky,

And Tare'rus ;_there of all the fountains rife.
‘ ‘ Hefiod.

this wild abyfs,

“"T'he womb of nature, and perhaps her grave.
; ’ M%:x, book 2.

: where heav'n
With earth and ocean meets. Milton, book 4.
And afterwards ;
: and now, in little fpace,
" The confines met of empyrean heav’n, ’
And of this world, and on the left hand hell.

Book 10.

Here florms inqm'a.tfe, in frightful, murmurs play.
. Hefo:

{7 .

\ e 11OT
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From earth the diftance to the ftarry frame,

From earth to gloomy Tartarys, the fame,

From the high beav’n a brafen anvil cat, 1034
Nine nights and days in rapid whirls would laft,

- And reach ghe earth the tenth, whence firangly
" [h_urgd,
The fame the paffage to th’ infernal world,

‘To Tartrus ; which a brafen clofure bounds,

And whofe black entrance threefold night furrounds,
With earth thy vaft foundations cover’do’er; 1040
And there the ocean’s endlefs fountains roar : '
By cloud-compelling Fove the Titans fell,

And there in thick, in horrid, darknefs dwell :
They ly confin’d, unable thence to pafs,

The wall and gates by Neptune made of brafs; 1045
Fove’s trufty guards, Gyges and Cottus, ftand
There, and with Bl'arfa{é pafs command.

The entrance there; and®he laft limits, ly

Of earth, the ba@ main, the flarry fky,

S—

With noifes loud _ Milten, book z,
' And little I the fame book ;
At length a univerfal hubbub w¥d

Of ftunning founds, and veices all confus'd,
Born thro the hollow dark, affanlts his ears.

Tzetzes fays the begining and énd of things are fayed
to be here figuratively, becaufe we are in the dark as to
* the knowledge of them. The verfes in which At/as is
made to prop the heavens Guietus fuppofes not genuine,

K 2 And
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And Tar?'rus; there of all the fountainsrife, 1059
A fight detefted by immortal eyes:

A mxghty chafm, horror and darknefs here;

.And from the gates the journey of a year:

Here ftorms in hoarfe, in frightful, murmurs play,
The feat of Night, where mifts exclude the day.
Before the gates the fon of Faphet ftands, 1056
Nor from the fkys retradts his head or hands;
“Where Night and Day their courfe alternate lead ;
Where both their entrance make, and both recede,
Both wait the feafon to dire& their way, 1060
And fpread fucceffive o'er the earth their fway: -
This chears the eyes of mortals with her light ;

The harbinger of Sleep pernicious Night :

And here the fons of Night their manfion keep,

Sad deitys, Death and his brother Sleep; . 1065
Whom, from the dawn #gthe decline of day,
“The fun beholds not with his piescing ray:

.One o'er the land exgends, and ocr the feas,

And lulls the wary’&—. min’ of _man to eafe;

_That iron-hearted, andi@@cruel foul, . 1070
Brafen his breaft, gor can'le brook controul, ’

To whom, and ne’er retum, all mortals go,

And even to immortal gods‘a fee.

“Foremoft th’ infernal palaces are feen.

‘Of Plutoy and Perfephong his queen;  ~. 1075
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A horrid dog, and grim, couch’d on the floor;.
Guards, with malicious art, the founding-deor 3.
On each, who in the entrance firft appears,

He fawning wags his tail, and cocks his ears ;

If any ftrive to meafure back the way, 1080
Their fteps he watches, and devours his prey.

Here Styx, a goddefs, whom immortals hate,

The firft-born fair of Ocean, keeps her ftate 3

From gods remote her filver columns rife, 1084.‘
Roof’d with large rocks her dome that frontsfkthe
[fkys:

. Here, crofs the main, {wift-footed Iris brings

A meflage feldom from the king of kings;

But when among the gods contention fpreads,
And in debate divides immortal heads,

From ¥ove the goddefs wings her rapid flight 1090
To the fam’d river, and the feat of Night,
Thence in a golden vafe ‘the water bears,”

By whofe cool ftreams cach pow’r immortal fwears,

L4

¥ 1082, The flory of Styx, with the punifhment of the
E:rjnred ods, is chiefly poetical. Why this river fhould

d le to immortals' I know not, unlefs they think
it a fad reftraint to be detered from perjury ; this thoyght
has too much impiety in it, therefore we mauft give it an-
other turn; as relating to the-oaths of great men, orin
the fame fenfe that death is called a foe to the gods, which
is from the grief they are fometimes made to fuffer for
the death of any favourite mortal, as Penus for Adonis,
and Thetis for Achilles. . '

K 3 Styx
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. Styx from a facred font her courfe derives,

And far beneath the earth her paffage drives; 1095

From a ftupendous rock defcend her waves,

And the black realms of Night her cutrent laves:

Could any her capacious channels drain,

They’d prove a tenth of all the fpacious main ;

Nine parts in mazes clear as filver glide 1100

Along the earth, or join the ocean’s tide ;

The other from the rock in billows rowls,

Source of misfortune to immortal fouls.

. 'Who with falfe oaths difgrace th’ olympian bow’rs,
Incur' the punifhment of heav’nly pow’rs: 110§
‘The perjur’d god, as in the arms of death,
Lethargic lys, nor feems to draw his breath;

Nor him the ne&ar and ambrofia chear,

While the fun goes his journey of a years

Nor with the lethargy conclades his pain, 1110
But complicated woes behind remain :

Nine tedious years he muft an exile rove,

Nor join the council, nor the feafts, of Fove ;

: The banifh’d god back in the tenth they <all

- Toheav’nly banquets and th* olympian hall: 1113

_ The honours fuch the gods on Styx beftow,

Whofe living ftréams thro rugged channels flow,

" Where the begining, and laft limits, ly

Of carth, the barren main, the ftarry fky,
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And Tar?’rus ; where of all the fountains rife ; 1120
- A fight detefted by immortal eyes.
Th’ inhabitants thro brafen portals pafs,
Over a threfhold: of e’erlafting brafs,
“The growth fpontaneous, and foundations deep;
And here th™allysof Fovr their captives keep, 1125
The Titans, who to utter darknefs fell,
And in the fartheft parts of Chaos dwell.
Fove grateful gave to his auxiliar train, .
Cottus and G)gw, manfions in the main;
To Briareus, for his fuperior might . 1130
Exerted fiercely in the dreadful fight,
Napiune, who fhakes the earth, his daughter gave,
Cymapokia, to reward the brave, o ~

When the great vittor god, almighty Fove,
The Titans from celeftial regions drove, 1133
Wide Earth Typbaeus bore, wrth Tart'rus join’d,
Her youngeft born, and bluf’ring as the wind ;

' Fit

¥ 1136. Typheeus.and Typhaon feem to be different pex-
fons, (tho fome will have them two names of one perfon)
becaufe Typharus is no fooner born but he rebels, and is
-immediately deftroyed :: and Typhaon is made the father of
many children. Le Clerc derives the word Typbarus from’
the Pharnician word .touphon the radix of which is touph,
to:overflow, to overwhelm, He is not injudicioufly call-
ed the father of the winds, and the fon of Earsb and
Tartarus ; the various voices which the poet gives him
are agreeable to_the feveral tones of the winds, at feveral
K 4 times,
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Fit for moft arduous works his brawny hands,

On feet as durable as gods he ftands ; 1139

From heads of ferpents hifs an hundred tongues,
" And lick his harrid jaws, untir’d his lungs ;
‘From his dire hundred heads his eye-balls ftare,
And fire-like, dreadful to beholders, glare;
Terrific from his hundred mouths to hear,
Voices of ev’ry kind torment the ear ; 1145
His utt’rance founds like gods in council full ;
And now he bellows like the lordly bull;
And now he roars like the ftern beaft that reigns
Kiﬁg of the woods, and terror of the plains;
And now, furprifing to be hear’d, he yelps, 1150
Like, from his ev’ry voice, the lion’s whelps ;
And now, fo loud a noife the monfter makes,
" The loftyeft mountain from its bafis fhakes :
And now Typbaeus had perplex’d the day, ,
And over men and gods ufurp’d the fway, 115§
Had

times. Lord Bacon has this refletion on the poetical de-
{cription of this monfter. Speaking of rebellion, he fays,
becaufe of the infinite evils which it brings on princes
and their fubjefs, it is reprefented by the horrid image
of Typhaus, whofe hundred heads are the divided - powers
and flaming jaws incendious defigns.

"~ ¥1154. With what dignity ?upirer fets out for this
fingle combat | Heaven and earth. tremble bencath him
when he rifes in anger. Similar to this paffage is the
feventh verfe of the eighteenth pfalm. Then the ;ﬂ:

00

|
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Had not the pow’rful monarch of the fkys,

Of men and gods the fire, great Fove the wife,

Againft the foe his hoteft vengeance hurl’d,

‘Which blaz’d and thunder’d thro th® ztherial world ;

Thro land and main the bolts red hiffing fell, = 1160

And thro old Ocean reach’d the gates of Hell.

Th’ almighty rifing made Qlympus nod,

And the earth groan’d beneath the vengeful god. ~

Hoarfe thro the ccerule main the thunder rowl’d,

Thro which the light’ning flew, both uncontroul’d ;

Fire caught the winds which on their wings they?)
[bore, (*

Fierce flame the earth and heav’n, the feas loud roar,

And beat with burning waves the burning fhore ;

The tumult of the gods was hear’d afar: -

How hard to lay this hurricane of war! 1170

The god who o’er the dead infernal reigns,

E’en Pluto, trembled in his dark domains .

Dire horror feiz’d the rebel Titan band,

In Tartarus . who round their Satyra fland :

But Fove at laft collected all his might, 117§

With light’ning arm’d, and thunder, for the fight,

Soook and trembled, the foundations of the hills alfo mooed,
and awere fbaken, becaufe he was avroth.

Here are three circumftances which exalt the images
above thofe in the former battels, the winds bearing the .
fire on their wings, the giant flaming from his hundred .
heads, and the fimilitude of the furnace.

Ks With
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With ftrides majeftie from Olympus ftrode ;

W hat pow’r is able now to face the god !

The flath obedient executes his ire ;

The giant blazes with vindiGive fire; 1180
From ev’ry head a diff’rent flame afcends;

The monfer bellows, and Olympus bends :

The god repeats his blows, beneath each wound

All maim’d the giant falls, and groans the ground.
Fierce flath the light’nings from the hands of Fove,
The mountains burn, and cracklesev’ry grove. 1186
The melted earth floats from her inmoft caves,

As from the furnace run metallic waves:

Under the caverns of the facred ground,

. Where Vulcan works, and reftlefs anvils fourid, 1190

Beneath the hand divine the iron grows
Duaile, and liquid from the furnace flows;
So the earth melted : and the giant fell,
Plyng’d by the arms of mighty Fove to hell,
Typhaeus bore the rapid winds which fly 1195
With tempefts wing’d, and darken all the fky ;
’ But

. ¥ 1195. In the winds which are here fayed to be from
he gods the poet omits the eaft-wind ; tho fome will

have apyscns to be the name of a wind, and as fuch
Mombrftiu: takes it in his tranflation ; Aulus Gellius in-
'deed gives it as the name of 4 wind, but as one that
blows from the weft, by the Latins' called Caurus.
Stephens gives examples of it being ufed for the epithet
wift 3
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But from the bountebus gods derive their birth
T he gales which breathe frugiferous to earth,
The South, the North, and the {wift Weftern wind,
‘Which ever blow to profit human kind : 1200
T hofe from Typheeus fprung, an ufelefs train,
To men pernicious, blufter o’er the main;
‘With thick and fable clouds tley veil the deep,
And now deftrutive crofs the ocean fweep:
T he mariner with dread beholds from far 1205.
The gath’ring florms, and elemental war ;

fwift 3 and Scapula quotes Ariflotle to thew he ufes it in -
the {ame fenfe, agynres xepavvos the fwift lightenings
apynres is from-the fame radix, and of the fame fignify-
cation, with apyecns. The poet calls the winds {prung
from Typbaus greatly deftrutive to mortals, and thofe
from the gods profitable ; the two following verfes from
Exodus therefore will, in fome degree, countenance my
interpretatiqnhof ArgEesTEs; which I make anT:dje?js
- to agree with (spups, i. e. ccw (epups. The Loxd
Imo:;bt an mjgﬁrft‘; on tbea.';a?fda fbﬁ: day, and all
that night, and when it ewas morning the eafl-cvind*
brought the locufls. chap, 10. ver.'v3.  The Lord turn-
ed a mighty firong weft-cwind, awhich took azway the Iaa:/:.
“ver. 19. Tho this is related as a miracle, we may fup-
pofe the propereft winds were chofe to bring the evil and.
the good on the land. In whatever fenfe this word is .
-took our poet is not free from abfurdity in his philofophy
when he makes the north, fouth, and welt, winds, fpring
from-the gods, and thofe which tyranize by fea and land .
from Typhaus ; for the winds from each corner are hyrtful
fometimes, all depending. on what .circumftances the ee- .
ments are in, and not from what pare the winds come.

K6 Hig.
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His bark the furious blaft and billows rend ;
‘The furges rife, and cataraés defcend ;
Above, beneath, he hears the tempeft roar ;
Now finks the veflel, and he fears no more : 12310
And remedy to this they none can find,
Who are refolved to trade by fea and wind.
On land in whirlwinds, or unkindly thow’ss,
They blaft the lovely fruits and blooming flow’rs; -
O’er fea and land the bluft’ring tyrants reign, 1215
And make of earth-born men the labours vain.
And now the gods, who fought for endlefs fame,
The god of gods almighty Fove proclaim,.
As Earth advis'd; nor reigns olympian Fove -
Ingrate to them who with the Tizans ftrove; 1220
On thofe who war’d beneath his wide command
He honours heaps with an impartial hand. A
And now the king of gods, Fove, Metis led,
‘The wifeft fair one, to the genial bed ;
- Who

¥ 1222, Here ends the war. Twerxes fays the con-
queft which Fupiter gained over the foe was the tranqui-
lity of natute after the confufion of the elements was
Jayed However the phyfical interpretation may hold
good thro the whole, the war is regularly conduted, and
.Jultly concluded ; the hero is happyly fituated, the enemy
_puntthed} :and the allys rewardecf.
¥ 1223. I fhall give the explanation of the flory of
Minerva fpringing gom the head of Fowe in the words
of Lord Bacon from his Efay ox Caunfel.

‘The
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‘Who with the blue-ey’d virgin fruitful proves; 1225
Minerva, pledge of their celeftial loves; N
~ " The

The antient timés do fet forth, in figure, both the
incorporation, and inf?enble conjunétion, of -counfe}
with kings, and the wife and politic ufe of counfel by
kings ; the one in that they fay Fupiter did marry Mevis;
awhich fignifieth counfel, whereby they intend that fove-
reignty is married to counfel ; the other in that which
followeth, which was thus ;- they fay after Fupiter was
married to Metis fhe conceived by him, and was with
child; bat j'ugim- fuffered her not to flay till fhe
brought forth, but eat her up; whereby he became him-
felf with child, and was delivered of Pallis armed out
of his head; which monftrous fable containeth a fecret
of empire, how kings are-to make ufe of their council
of ftate; that firft they ought to refer matters unto them,
which is the firft begetting or impregnation; but when
they are elaborate, moulded, and fhaped, in the womb
of their council, and grow ripe, and ready to be brought
forth, that then they fuffer not their council to go
through with the refolution and dire&ion as if it depended
on them, but take the matter back into their own hands,
and make it appear to the world that the decrees and
final diretions (which, becaufe they come forth with pra-
dence and power, are refembled by Pallas armed) pro-
ceeded from themfelves, and not only from their au-

thority, but, the more to add reputation to themfelves, -

from their head and device. Thus far Lord Bacon.

~What to make of the fon whom Fupiter deftroyed before .

‘his birth I know not, unlefs tyranny is fhadowed in that
allegory, which often follows , but was here quell-
ed, before it could exert itfelf, by wifdom or reflettion.

Milton has judicioufly applyed this image of Pales -

{pringing from the head of Fowe to Sin and Satan in the
nd book of Paradife. loft, where Sin, giving an Ac-
count of her birth, thus fpeaks to Sazan. Al

=
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The fire, from what kind Earith and Hezv’s veveal’d,

Artful the matron in himfelf conceal'd;

‘From her it was decreed a race fhould rife

That would ufurp the kingdom of thefkys: 1230

And firft the virgin with ler azure: eyes, :

Equal'in ftrength, and as her father wife, |

Is born, the offspring of th’ almighty’s brain :

And Metis by the god conceiv’d again,

A fon decreed to reign o'er heav’n and-earth, 1235

Had niot the fire deftroy’d the mighty birth:

He made the goddefs in himfelf .refide,

‘Io be:inev’ry.a& th’ eternal ;guide,

" "The Hours to Fove did lovely Themis bear,

E:awmu, Dice, and Treme ‘fair ; : 1240
‘ ' s ‘ "Oer

’

All on a fudden miferable pain .

. Surpris'd the¢; dim thire eyes, ead dizzy, fawmm
¢ In-darknefs,: while thy bead :flames ‘thick and faft
. Threw forth, .till on the left fifle. op’ning wide, .
Likeft to thee:in fhape and ceunt’nance bright,

. Then {hinirg heav’nly fair, a goddefs arm’d
Out of ‘thy head I-fprung.

¥ 1239. Fapiter and Themis are fayed to be the pa-
rents. of the Hoars:; the meaning of -which is, Power and
Fufiice blefs’ the land, or make the feafons or hours pro-
pitious, by laying down good laws which preierve pro-
perty and peace, Seme take Eumgmie, Dice, and Jreme,
~ to be only poetical names far the hours or-feafons of the

year; but Grewius laughs at the ignorance of fuch in-
terpreters, and proves, beyond contradiion, they mean

L god
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O’er humen labours they the pow’r poflefs,
With feafons kind the fruits of earth to blefs:
She by the thund’ring god conceiv’d again,
And fuffer’d for the Fafes the rending pain,
Clothy and Lachefis to whom we owe, 1248
With Atrapos, our fhares:of jay er woe ; ‘
This honour they receiv’d from . ¥ove the wife, :
The mighty fire, the rulér ‘of the fkys, . :

good Laws, Right, and Peace; which is the Titeral con.
ftruction of the -names. He produces 2 paffage from
Pindar, Olymp, 13, where they can be underftood in no
-other fenfe;; the words of the poet, in-Englis, aré thefe.
Here Eunomia dwells awith bher fiffers, Dica the fafe
Joundations of citys, and Irana endoawed with the fame
manners with the other, the difpofers of rickes ko men,
the golden daughters of Themis good in counfel, We are
to oﬁferve the difference of the names in Hefiod and Pin-
dar is only from a change of the diale& in the Iatter.
Mombritius has took the bours in the {ame fenfe:

Dein horas Themis ediderat, Jovis altera conjunx,

Juttitiam, legemque bonam, pacemque wirentem. )

The poet before makes the Fates fpring from Nigss,
a miftake therefore muft be in one place; Le €ere fup-
pofes it here. Mr. Robinfon, to avoid the contradiftion
which is made by the common interpretation of Morgpas,

¢. here, places Mapas after wparuss in the conftrution,
and not after 7exev; which-gives it a better fenfe : how-
ever, weasusi Mofocts, with their names as they-ftand here,
will not well admit of this .conftru@®ion which Mr. Ro-
binfon makes donz leges, juffitia, et pax, bumanam for-
sem pulchram et felicem reddwnt. ] am inclined to think
the three verfes here concerning the fates fpurioas: I
am fare they are abfurd, I

Euwrynome,

'.J_il-k:f - -
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Eurynome, from Ocean fprung, to Fove
T he beauteous Graces bore infpiring love, 1250
Aglaia, and Euphrofyne the fair, -

And thou Thalia of a graceful air;
From the bright eyes of thefe fuch charms proceed
As make the hearts of all beholders bleed.

He Ceres next, a bounteous ‘godde&, led 1255
To tafte the pleafures of the genial bed ; -
To him fair-arm’d Perfephane fhe bore,

Whom Pluto ravifh’d from her native fhore :
The mournful dame he of her child bereft,
But the wife firc aflented to the theft. - 1260

Miuemofyne his breaft with love infpires,
The fair-trefs’d obje of - the. god’s defires;
Of whom the Mufes, tuneful nine,. are-born,
Whofe brows rich diadems of gold adorn

A ' To

% t251. Azlaia from ayrass fplendid; Eupbrofjme
fignifys joy; 7halia from Sarsas banquets. .
¥ 1247. Perfephone, by the Latins called Proferpina,
Le Clerc derives from the Pbanician word perifapboun in
Englifp hidden fruit, which means the fruit commited to
the earth ; Fove therefore, whether we underftand him
as the fupreme being or phyfically the air, is properly
called the father of Perfephone, and Ceres her mother.
Pluto is the heat in the earth which contributes towards
maturing the fruits, Befides this interpretation, a ftory
is told of Ceres a queen of Sicily, whofe daughter was
forced away by Pluto. . .
¥ 1264 Grzvius makes one.inference from the Mufes
~ having diadems of gold on their hezds, which is that
Juxury
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To them uninterrupted joys belong, =~ 1265
Them the gay feaft delights, and facred fong,
Latona bore, the fruits of Feve’s embrace,
The lovely’ft offsprings of th’ xthereal race;
She for Apolls felt the child-bed throw ;
And, Artemis, for thee who twang the bow. * ¥276
Laft Funo fills th® almighty monarch’s arms,
A blooming confort, and replete with charms ;.
: From

luxury in drefs prevailed among the antients, On this
occafion he ufes the words of £/ian, from his Various
Hiftory, book 1, chap. 18; Who can demy that the we-
men among the antients abounded in luxury ? o
* 9 1267. Le Clere fays Phabus Apollo comes from the
Hebreaw phe-bo-hagollon having a wonderful mouth; but
we muft take notice that the poet calls hint -only .4pollo
here. drtemis, whom the Latins call Diana, the {ame
critic derives from the Phanician words Har a mountain
and zhamab ;.dmr? . . o
¥ 1271. Laft Juno fills &c.] The means by
this that .‘7uno/:va.s the laft of g]oddeﬁ'es lv)vol:;m he took -
to his bed, and whom he made his wife ; the reft were
only concubines. The word wxor7ss, a wife, our autlior
ufes to none but Funo, - o &
Hebe, the §odde{§ of youth, is derived from the He.
brew word ¢b to flourith, Apne, in Latin- Mars, from
Hari which fignifys a mountain-man : it is well knoyn
that the feat of Mars was on the mountains of Thrace.
Esresbusa, or Lucina, is from beilidia the caufed to bring
forth ; a proper name for a goddefs who prefides over hu-
man births. Le Clerec. o o
The meaning of. this may. be, .that to the fupreme
beings, . or to earth and air, which are here Fupirer -
and Fuwo, we owe our birth, our bloom of youth, and
our
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From her Lucina, Mars, and Hebe, fpring; -
Their fire of gods the god, of kings the king.

Migerva, goddefs of the martial train, 127§

Whom wars detight, fprang from th’ almighty’sbrain;
-The rev’rend dame, ‘unconquerable maid,
The battel roufes, of no pow’r afraid,

Juns, proud goddefs, with her confort frove,
And foon conceiv’d without the joys of love; - g
“Thee the produc’d without the aid of Fove,, 1283)

: FVulcan,,

eur vigour or maturity ; which are denoted by Lucine,.
Hebe, and Mays. ,
¥ 1280..The vulgar reading of this paflage is this
Zor is it in any edition T have feen otherwife..
- Fon " npeussop whra 2 g purysoa.

“Juno, joining in lowe, Broughr povrh the vemoawn’*d Vok
an. Than which. reading nothing: can be more abfurd..
“This is a flagrant inftance of the ignerance of ‘the tran-.
“feribers; nor indeed are thofe free from cenfure who
“have had the tare of the prefs in the printed editions.
“The very words which follow point out the jmiftake of
SpaTnTH , .

L it CamEnaes AU NIOR . @tpaily-
“@be ufed ber utmoff endeavours, -and -contended with ber
-bufband: For what did fhe contend with her hufband }
To bring forth without his affiftance as. he did without
‘her. #ad the' poet intended to make Vulean the fon of
Jupiter and Funo he would have placed him in the 1if
‘with Hebe, Mays, and Lucina; but inftead of that he
“Jets. ‘the  birth of Minerva, tho he had -given an account
- of it before, interveme, that the reafon of the :refcnmeno}




The THEOGON Y, 211

Viuldean, who far in &v’ry art extel :
The gods who in celeftisl manfions dwell, - -
To Neptuns beautesus Amphitrite bore: - -
Triton, dread pod, who thakes the furges rear 5 1283
Who dwells in feats of gold beneath the mainm, - -
‘Where Neptune and fair Amphitrite veign. ‘
 To Mars, who pierces with his fpear the thield,
Terror and Fear did Cytherea yield 5 S

of Yunmo may immediately appear: let us therefore read it
¥ QihoTnTs wiyeise, and the fenfe will be this: Juko,
awithout the joys of love, bronght forth the renowned Vul-
can, refolving to revenge berfelf on ber bufband. - Thus
Twetdes and Grewius take it; and thus Mombritiss has
tranflated it : S : S

Sic quoque, mullius commixta kbidine, Juno
e Vulcane tuliz.

Sic guogue is here very proper, becaufe it alludes to the
receding lines of the bitth of Mierva. Hoarsk, I be-
ieve, comes from wxlw to burn, and from wfsew to
deftroy. 1 have another reafon which may pofiibly
enforce this readmg, and which I have never met with,
As Pulcan s <alled the god of artificets ‘in imetals he'is
gguhﬂx the fon''of Foumo only, who'is fometimes phyfi-
y took for the earth. '~ L
D4 7’28’;; Titen 15 feigned to be the fon ‘of Neprune
and Amphivrite, and by later poets made the trumpeter
of Nepture. Lr CrEkc takes the name from the Obat-
dean word retat he fired up & amour. 0 " -
"» 1288, This paffige, whete Tzrror and Fear are made
 the fons of Mars, wants no explariation ; why Havmvnia
is the daughter ‘of him and Pemur T ktow not, wunld the
poet means that beauty is fometimes ‘the reward of wat-

rage.
Dire
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Dire brothers who in war diforder fpread, = 1290
Break the thick phalanx, and increafe the dead ;
They wait.in ev’ry a& their father’s cally
By whefe ftrong hand the proudeft citys fall :
Harmenia, fprung from that immortal bed,
Was to the fcene of love by Cadmus led. 1205

Maia, of Atlas born, and mighty Fove,
Join in the facred bands of mutual love ;
From whom behold the glorious Hermes rife,
A god renown’d, the herald of the fkys, )
~ Cadmean Simele, a mortal dame, - 1300
Gave to th’ almighty’s love a child of fame,
Baccbu:, from'whom our chearful fpirits flow,
Mother and fon alike immortal now.
oy 1296. Maia is one of the Pliadess how the may
be fayed to be the daughter of At/as fee in the Wor
and Days, book 2z, note 1. The Scholiaft interprets
Hermes being the mefle of the gods thus; the herald
of heaven is that which brings divine things to light,

¥ 1300. Bacchas is fayed to be born of Simele, which
word Ls Clerc derives from the Pbanician"tfmelab which
ﬁﬁ:ifys a virgin ripe for man. The Greek name of Bac-
chus 18 Aswugog which is literally the fon of Fove: fome
have a different derivation, but fince this with his
birth, according to the Theogony, it will. be needlefs to

feck any other. He is the god who prefides over the .

vintage, therefore, as all pleafures are from god, he is
juftly derived from the fame fource. See farther in the
Dij{m_-/i at the end. . AU ,

The

Tt

ki h .
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t The mighty Hercules Alemena bore
i Tothe great god who makes the thunder. roar. 1305
Lame Vulcan made Aglaia fait his bride, .

The youngeft Grace, and in her. blooming pride.

Bacchus, confpicuous with his golden hair, -
. Thee Ariadne weds, a beauteous fair,

From Minos fprung, whom mighty Fove the fage -

Allows to charm her lord exempt from age.” 1311
Great Hercules, who with misfortunes ftrove

Long, is rewarded with a virtuous love,

Hebe, the daughter of the thund’ring god,-

By his fair confort Funo golden fhed 3 - 1315

Thrice happy he fafe from his toils to rife,

And ever young a god to grace the fkys!

¥ 1304. The ftory of Fupiter poflefling Alemena in the
fhape of ?\ﬂ' hu.(ba.lg Ampb:"f'ym gogell kgnown: Hercules
.p;;lrmyﬁdly fignifys ftrength and courage, which are from

ve. .
- ¥ 1306, Vulcan and Aglaia are here hufband and wife ;
but Penus is made the confort of Pulcan by other authors.
Vulcan, the god of artificers in fire, and Aglaia, one
of the Graces, are properly joined, becaufe by the help
of both all that is ornamental is brought to perfection.
Vulcan is called lame becaufe fire cannot fubfift without
fuel., Thefe two are brought together but no children
are born of them, which does not anfwer the title of
the generation of the gods, therefore jmproperly introduced
in a poem under that title, as are the other perfons who
mect and not propagate, :

- % 1312, Hercules is marryed to Hebe, that is to eter-
nal youth, the reward of great and glorious aftions.

From
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From the bright Swr, and thee, Pufeis, fpring,
Fam’d offsprings, Cinge, and Hetes king,

Aetes thee, beautcous Jaya, led, 1320
Daughter of Ocean, to the genial bed ;-

And with th’ applaufe of heav’'n your loves were
‘ - .. [erewn’d;
From whom Medea fprung, a fair renqwn’d. .

All hail olympian maids, harmonious nine,
Daughters, of Zgis-bearing Foue, divine, - 1325
Forfake the land, forfake the briny main, '
The gods and goddefles, celeftial train;

Ye BMufes each: immortal fair record
Who deign’d to revel with 3 mertal Jord,
In whofe.illuftrious offsprings all might trace 1330
The glorious likenefs of a godlike race.
Fafon, an hero thro the world renown’d,
Was with the joyous love of Ceres crown’d ;

¥ 1318. Circe, as an enchantrefs, is propetly fayed to
be a daughter of the Sun; and Medea, for the fame rea-
fon, is joftly derived from the fame fource,

¥ 1332. We are now come to the laft part of the
poem, where fles fubmit to the embraces of mor-
tals. How ridiculous would thefe ftorys feem were they
to be underftood in the very letter ! fuch therefore, (an
obfervation I-have made ) as remain obfcure to u¢
we muft conglude to have lofled of their explanation
thro the length of time in which they have been handed
down to us. ‘The meeting of Fa/on and Ceres in Crete
plainly fignifys the land being cultivated by that hero;
and Plutus, the god of riches, being the produce of their
_ loves, means the fruits of his Jabour and induftry.

Their




The THEOGON'Y. 213
t Their joys they added in a festile foil - . ‘
Of Crete, which thrice had bore theplowmap’ stoil 3
i Of them was Plutus bosn,iwho fpreads hjs hand, 1336
Difperfing wealth, o’es all the.fea and lawd ;
' Happy the man who in his favour Lives,
Riches to him, and all their joys, be gives, 1339

Cadmus Harmonia lov'd, the fair and young,

A fruitful dame, from golden Venus ﬁmmg,
Ino, and Simele, Agave fairy: . » N
And thee, Autonoé, thy lover’s care, }
(Young Arifizus with his comely hair,)
She bore ; and Polydere compleats the race, 1345
Born in the Walls of Thebes a ftately place.

The brave Chryfaor thee, Callirve, ked,
Daughter of Ocean, to the genial bed ; ' g
Whence Geryon {prung fierce with his triple head ;
Whom Hercula lay’d breathlefs on the ground,

In Efyrbza which the waves furround ; 1351
By his ftrong arm the mighty giant flain,
The hero drove his oxen crofs the main.

¥ 1340 Cadmus and Harmesia have doubtlefs fome
relation to perfons in hiftory. Polydore, the fcholiaft
fays, was.fo called becaufe the gods diftributed their gifts
at the nuptials of his r?ax

¥ 1347. Thefe verles of Clnyjkor and Callirkoe are
doubtlefs placed here by miftake, fince. they were intro-
duced before in a more proper manner: here they are
ahfurdls. becaufe Chryfaor and Callirbee are not reckoned
mosta

Two
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Two royal fons were to Tithonus born,
Of thee, Aarora, goddefs of the-morn; - 1355
Hemathion from whom and Memnon fpring,
Known by his brafen helm was £thiop’s king,
Pregnant by Cephaius the goddefs proves,
A fon of high renown rewards their loves ;
In form like ‘the poflefors of the fkys, 1360
Great :Phaithon 3 whom with defiring eyes
Fair Aphrodite views : in blooming days
She to her facred fane the youth conveys 3
Inhabitant divine he there remain’d,
His tafk no&urnal by the fair ordain’d. 1365
When Pelies, haughty prince of ‘wide command,
Of much th’ atchiever with an impious hand,
' Succefs

¥ 1354. I believe Memnon and Hemathion were called,
by the antient Greeks, fous of Aurora, becaufe they were
of the orientals which fettled in Greece, Memnen was
king of &thiopia, which country is in the eaft from
Greece. Le Clere.  Txetzes tells us that Macedon was fo
called from Hemathion, who was flain by Hercales ; but
that does not agree with Memnon being flain by ‘Achilles,
becaufe the diftance of time betwixt Hercules and Achil-
Jes was too long ; befides Memnon was flain in his youth
which increafes the error in point of time. The reafon
which Lord Bacon gives for Memnon being the fon- of
Aurora is, that as he was a youth whofe glorys were
fhort-lived he is properly fayed to be the fon of the mor-
ning whofe beautys foon pafs away. The fame remark
perhaps may be applyed to Hemathion and Phaithon.

¥ 1366. Many paflages may be collefted from which
the Argonauts will appear to have been Tbg[aliazh;nner-

- ts,

-
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Succefs attending his injurious mind,
Gave the fwell’d fails to fly before the wind,
Afonides, fuch gods were thy decrees, 1370

The daughter of Zetes crofs the feas

Rap’d from her fire; the hero much endur’d
'E’re in his veflel he the fair fecur’d ;

" Her to Jolcus,-in her youthful pride,

He bore, and there poflefs’d the charming bride :
To Fafon, her efpous’d, the lovely dame 1376
Medeus yields, pledgef the monarch’s flame ;
‘Whom Chiron artful by his precepts fway’d :
Thus was the will of mighty Fove obey’d,

The Nereid Pfamathe did Phocus bear 1380

To Aacus, herfelf excelling fair.
To Peleus Thetis, filver-footed dame, -

* Achilles bore, in war a mighty name.

Fair Cytherea, ever fluth’d with charms,
Refign’d them to a mortal hero’s arms : 1385
To thee, Anchifes, the celeftial bride
Zneas bore high in the fhades of Ide,

Circe, the daughter of the Sun, inclin’d
To thee, Ulyffes, of a patient mind ;

chants, who failed to Colchis; but fince Hefiod intended
not to relate the expedition, it would be needlefs to give
the hiftory here. Le Clerc.

¥ 1380. Zacus, dchilles, and Aneas, are names well
known in hiftory, and feem to be mentioned only as the
reputed fons of goddefles by mortals, without any phy-
fical view ; which feems to be the end of introducing
Agrius, Latinus, and other names,
‘ Hence
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Hence Agrius fprung, and hence Latinus came,

A valiant hero, and a fpotiefs name : 1391

The facred ifles were by the brothers fway’d ;

And them the Tyrrhenes, men renown’d, obey’d.
Calypfe with the fage indulg’d her flame; -

From them Naufithous and Naufinous came. 1395
Thus each immortal fair the nine record

Who deign’d to revel with a mortal Lord ;

In whofe illuftrious offsprings all might trace

The glorious likenefs of a godslike race :

And now, olympian maids, harmonious nine,

Daughters, of Zgis-bearing Fove, divine, 1401

In lafting fong the mortal dames rehearfe ;

Let the bright belles of earth adorn the verfe.

¥ 1394. Le Clerc takes Naufinaus.to be the inclination
which Ulyfes had’ to leave Calypfo, and Naufithous the
thip in which he failed from her ; both words indeed are
expreflive of fuch meanings, but as many perfons have
had names from their difpofitions, offices, or fome par-
ticular circumftance of their lives, or names given them
fignifycant of fome quality or "employment, yet not ap-
plicable to thofe who are {fo named, we are not certain
whether thefe are defigned as real names or not.

¥ 1403. Let the bright &c.] This concludes the Theo-
gozy, as the poem now ftands, from which it appears
that the poet writ, or intended to write, of women of
renown; but fuch a work could not come under the
title of the Theogony ; of which fee farther in the fifth
feltion of my difeourfé on the awritings of HEs10D.

" The end of the Theogony.
A
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A

DISCOURSE

ON THE
THEOLOGY and MyTHOLOGY

OF THE

ANTIENTS

N the following difcourfe I fhall confine

myfelf to the Theology, and Mythology,

of the antient Greeks, fhewing their rife and

progrefs, with a view only to the Zheogony of

Hefiod, intending it but as an appendix to the
notes. : :

The Greeks doubtlefs derived great part of
their religion from the Zgypriansy and tho
Herodotus tells us, in one place, rkat Hefidd,
with Homer, was the frft who introduced a
Theogony amaong the Greecians, and the firft
who gave mames 1o the gods, yet he contra-
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dits that opinion in his fecond book, where
he fays MELAMPUS feems 10 bave karned the
JSrorys of Bacchus from Cadmus and other Ty-
rians which came with bim from Pheenicia fo
the country now called Beeotia : he muft.there-
fore mean that Hefiod and Homer were the firft
who gave the gods a poetical drefs, and who
ufed them with more freedom in their writ-
ings than preceding authors.

Herodétus, Diodorus Siculus, and Paufanias,
all mention Cadmus fettling in Beotia, and
ZEgyptian colonys in other parts of Greeces and -
Herodotus fays almoft all the mames of the gods
in Greece were from ZEgypt 3 to enforce which
I have tranflated the following account from
Diodorus Siculus. ' _

We learn from the Zgyptians that many
by nature mortal were honotred with im-
mortality for their wifdom and  inventions
which proved ufeful to mankind, fome of
which were kings of &gyt ; and to fuch
they gave the names of the celeftial deitys.
Their firft prince was called Hene- from the
planet of that name the Sun. We are told

that

"
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that Howss@., or Vulan, was the inventor of
fire, that is the ufe of it; for feeing a tree on
the mountains blafted from heaven, and the
wood burning, he received much comfort
* from the heat, being then winter ; from this
he fired fome combuftible matter, and pre-
ferved the ufe of it afterwards to men; for
which reafon he was made ‘ruler of the people.
After this Chronos, or Saturn, reigned, who
~marryed his fifter Rbea, of whom five deitys
were born, whofe names were Ofiris, s, Ty-
phon, Apolla, Apbrodite. Ofiris is Bacchus, and
dfis Ceres or Demeser.  Jfis was marryed to Of-
_ris, and, after the fhared the dominion, made
- many-difcoverys for the benefit of life ; fhe
found the ufe of corn, which grew before
. neglected in the fields like other herbs ; and
.Qfiris begun to cultivate the fruit-trees. In
remembrance of thefe perfons annual rites
" were decreed, which are now preférved y7in -
the time of harveft they offer the firft-fruits
of the corn to Jfs, and invoke her. Hermes
invented letters, and the lyre of three chords;
L - he
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he firft inflituted divine worthip, and ordain-
ed facrifices to the gods.
The fame hiftorian proceeds to relate the
expedition of Ofris, who was accompanyed
by his brother Apollo who is fayed to be the
“firft that pointed out the laurel. Ofris took
great delight in mufic, for which reafon he
carryed with him a company of muficians,
among which were nine virgins eminent for
-their {kill in finging, and in other fciences,
‘whom- the Grecks call the Mufes, and Apollo
they ftile their prefident. Ofiris at his rerarn
was deifyed, and afterwatds murdered by his
 brother Typbon, a turbulent and impious man,
- J%s and her fon revenged themfelveson Typhon
and his accomplices.
Thus far Diedorus in his firft book ; and
Plusarch, in his treatife of Jis and Qfris, feems
- to think the Greecian poets, in their Rorys of
Fupiter and the Titans, and of Bacchus and
* Ceres, indebted to the g yprians.
Diodorss, in his third book, tells us Cad-
“mus, who was derived from Zgypt, brought
Jetters from Pbenicia, and Linus was the firft
among !
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among the Greeks who invented poetic num-
bers and melody, and who writ an account
of the aftions of the firft Bacchus 3 he had
.many difciples, the moft renowned of which
- were Hercules, Thamyris, and Orpbeus. We
- are told by the fame author that Orgbews, who
was let into the theology of the Egyptians,
applyed the generation of the Qfiris of old to
the then modern times, and, being gratify-
d by the Cadmeans, inftituted new rites. §¢-
‘mele, the daughter of Cadmas, being deflow-
-ered, bore a child of the fame likenefs which
they attributed to Qfris of Egypt; Qrpheus,
who was admited ‘into the myfterys of the
religion, endeavoured to veil her fhame by
giving out that Simele conceived by Fove, and
brought forth Bacchus. . Hence men, partly
thre ignorance, and partly thro the honour
which they had for Orpbeus, and confidence
in him, were deceived.

From thefe paffages we learn that the reli-
gion and gods of &Egyps were, in part, tranf-
lated with the colonys into Greece 3 but they
continued not long without innovations and

L4 alterations,
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alterations. Limus firft fung the exploits of
the firft Bacchus or Ofiris ; he doubtlefs took
all the poetical liberty that he could with his
fubject : Orpbeus after him banifhed the firft
Bacchus from the theology, and introduced
the fecond with a ly to conceal the fhame of
a poliuted woman. In fhart, all the ftorys.
which were told in honour of thofe Egyptians
who had deferved well of their country were,
with their names, applyed to other perfons.
Thus, according to the hiftorian, the divine
Orpheus fet out with bribery, flattery, and de-
Jufion. - ) - ) . .
Hefiod begins his Theogony with the firft prin-
ciple of the heathen fyftem, that Chaos was
the parent of all, and Heaven and Earth the
parents of all.vifible things. That Heaven is
the father, fays Plutarch, in his Inquiry after
.God, appears from his pouring down the wa-
ters which have the fpermatic faculty, ‘and
-Earth the mother -becaufe fhe brings forth.
This, according to the opinion of Plutarch,
‘and many more, was the origin of the mul-
tiplicity of :gods, men efteeming thofe . bo-
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dys in the heavens and on the earth, from
which they received benefit, the immediate
objeéts of their gratitude and adoration : the
fame were the motives afterwards which in-
duced them to pay divine honours to mortal
men, as we fee in the account we have from
Diodorus. ‘The defign of the poet was to give

a catalogue of thofe- deitys who were, in any
fenfe, efteemed as fuch in the times in which
he lived, whether fabulous, hiftorical, or phy-
fical ;- but we muft take -notice that even
where a ftory had rife from fable, or hiftory,
he feems to labour at reducing it to nature,
as in that of the Mufs: what was before of
mean original, from nine minfrels, flaves to a
prince, is rendered great by the genius of the
poet.

I fhall conclude, thinking it all that is far-
ther neceflary to be fayed, and particularly on
the Mythology, with the following tranfla-
tion from the preface of Lord Bawn to his
treatife on the Wifdom of the antients.

I am not ignorant how incertain fiction is;
and how liable to be wrefted to this or that

~Ls ° fenfe,

.ﬁfm
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fenfe, nor how prevalent wit and difcourfe
are, fo as ingenioufly to apply fuch meanings
~ as were not thought of originally : but let
not the follys and licerife of few lefien the
efteem due to parables; for that would be
prophane and bold, fince religion delights in
fuch veils and fhadows: but, refleting on hu-
man wifdom, Iingenuoufly confefs my real
opinion is, that myftery and allegory were
from the original intended in many fables of
the antient poets : this appears apt and con-
fpicuous to me, whether ravithed with a ve-
neration for antiquity, or becaufe I find fuch
coherence in the fimilitude with the things
fignifyed, in the very texture of the fable,
and in the propriety of the names which are
given to the perfons or actors in the fable :
and no man can pofitively deny that this was
the fenfe propofed from the beglhning, and
induftrioufly veiled in this manner. How can
the conformity and judgement of the names
be obfcure to any ? Mess being made the
wife of Jove plainly fignifys counfel. No one
fhould be moved if hc fometimes finds any

2 ' addition
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addition for the fake of hiftory, or by way
of embellifhment, or if chronology fhould
happen to be confounded, or if part of one
fable fhould be transfered to another, and a
new allegory introduced ;5 for thefe were all
receflary and to be expected, feeing they ate
the inventions of men of different ages,
and who writ to different ends, fome with a
view to the nature of things, and other to ci-
vil affairs,

We have another fign, and that no fmall
one, of this hiddgn fenfe which we have been
fpeaking of ; which is, that fome of thefe fa-
bles are in the narration, that is in them-
felves literally underftood, fo foolith and ab-
fard, that they feem to proclaim a parable at
a diftance. Such as are probable may be
feigned for amufement, and in imitation of hi-
flory ; but where no fuch defigns appear, but
they feem to be what none would imagine or
relate, they muft be caleulated for other ufes,
What a fition is thist Foze took Messs for his
wife, and foon as he perceived her pregnant
cat her, whence he himfelf conceived; and

; brought
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brought forth Pallas armed from his head.
Nothing can appear more monftrous, more
like a dream, and more out of the courfe of
thinking, than this ftory in itfelf. 'What has
a great weight with me is, that many of thefe
fables feem not to be invented by thofe who
have related them, Homer, Hefiod, and other
writers ; for were they the fitions of that age,
_ and of thofe who delivered them down to us,
nothing great and exalted, according to my
‘opinion, could be expeed from fuch an
origin : but if any one will deliberate on this
fubje&t attentively, thefe will appear to be
delivered and related as what were before
believed and received, and not as tales
then firft invented and communicated ; be-
fides as they are told in different manners by -
authors of almoft the fame times, they are
eafyly perceived to be common, and derived
from old ‘memorial tradition, and are va-
rious only from the additional embellifh-
ments which diver{e writers have beftowed on
them,
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In old times, when the i inventions of men,
and the conclufions deduced from thcm, were .
new and uncommon, fables, parables, and’
fimiles, of all kinds abounded. As hiero-_
glyphics were more antient than parables, pa-.
rables were more antient than "arguments..
~'We fhall clofe what we have here fayed with
this obfervation ; the wifdom of the antients
was either great or happy, great if thefe fi-
gures were the fruits of their induftry, and
happy, if they looked no farther, that they
have afforded matter and occaﬁon fo worthy.
contemplation,

P T POST-
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POSTSCRIPT

Y Cannot take my leave of this work with-

out exprefling my gratitude to Mr. Theo-
boid for his kind affiftance in it. Much may
with juftice be fayed to the advantage of that
gentleman, but his own writings will be te-
ftimonys of his abilitys, when, perhaps, this
profeflion of my friendthip for him, and of
my zeal for his merit, fhall be forgot.

-Such remarks as I have received from my
friends 1 have diftinguithed from my own, in
juftice to thofe by whom I have been fo ob-
- liged, left, by a general acknowledgement
only, fuch errors as I may have poffibly com-
mited, fhould, by the wrong guefs of fome,
be unjuftly imputed to them. The fey notes
which. were writ by the Earl of Pembroke are
placed betwixt two afterifms,

Feb. 15. 1728, ,
| Thomas Cooke.
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